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DEDICATEFON. 
——— 
To the PUBLIC. 


T HE Author of the following 
ſheets commends herſelf and 
them entirely to the candour of the 
Public, whoſe indulgence ſhe has 
before experienced; and, out of 
gratitude for their former favours.. 
| begs their acceptance of this effu- 
fion of her I 


As ſhe does not profeſs herſelf a 
candidate for literary fame, ſhe caſts 
the Bngliſh. Romance at the feet of 
thoſe liberal minds for protection. 

who generouſly excuſe the defects. 


by, 
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DEDICATION. -&6 


of ſuch as ſtrive to amuſe them, and 


derive pleaſure from the efforts to 


give it. To thoſe friends this little 
piece is principally addreſt, and 
from them patronage is expected ; ; 


as ſhe knows her own defects too 


well not to fear.juſtly the eye of the 


learned critic, and has nothing to. 
 MowBRAY may appear too tri- 


ling to wsd bis notice. 
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URING the civil wars, which” a 

few centuries ago diſturbed | the + 
tranquility of England, many noble 
barons were deſpoiled of their eo 
and baniſhed from their native land. 
Amongſt the moſt worthy of the duk, 
ferers might be ranked Edward Baron 
Mowbray: from a firm adherence to the 
cauſe of liberty ſprung his misfortunes. 
Stephen, then king of England, dreading 
the baron” 8 intrepidity, ſuddenly ſeized. 
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2 THE CASTLE OF MOWBRAY. 


upon his <caſtle, pro! wribed Him through 
the kingdom, and offered fifty marks as 
a reward for the man who ſhould bring 
the baron alive or dead. He then made a 

grant of the caſtle to baron Fitz Alwyn, 
his friend and favourite; a man by nature 
ſubtile, full of fraud, but veiling his 
character with the ſpecious garb of can- 
dour and ſincerity. Scarce could he con- 
ceal his joy at the king's bounty, who 
prevented his wiſhes, by giving him per- 
miſſion to haſten and take poſſeſſion of his 
new acquired domains. Behold him then 
near the caſtle, whoſe ruined towers and 
broken walls too plainly recalled to the 
s memory the horrid ſcenes ſo lately tranſ- 
acted. There no glad vaſſals hailed their 
approaching lord; a gloomy ſtillneſs 
reigned, and the ſpacious courts were 
deſolate. Fitz Alwyn's ſatisfaction was 


© Checked, his pride took the alarm, his re- 


ception was not what he expected. At 
length, a few domeſtics apprared, to bid 
| him, * and conduct him to that 


1 
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part of the building war had not deſo- 
lated. | 


A venerable ſervant and faithful adhe- 
rent to lord Mowbray came into his pre- 
ſence; the tear bedewed the furrows of 
his cheek, and he ſtood irreſolute how to 
begin. The haughty baron ſternly de- 
manded his name and buſineſs. I come, 
my lord, ſaid he, to implore your gehe- © 2 
rous pity in behalf of the ſole remains of 


Mowbray's potent houſe. Ks 


2 


The infant Elwina, ſhe, happy in her 
youth, knows not misfortune, but ſmiles 
alike upon her friends and foes; to me, my 
noble maſter gave the charge, but how, - 
alas! can I acquit the important truſt? My. 
love for his now orphan child prompts 
me thus to ſolicit thy favour ; you, my. 
lord, was never the foe of Mowbray... 
Fitz Alwyn laughed at that. No, my 
good friend, never; and by me ſhall El- 
wina be preſerved. Fetch her to my arms! 

B22 „ . 
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Rey nold then brought the ſmiling babe, 
who was received by the diſſembling lord 
with a ſmile of pleaſure. Reynold, ſaid 
he, at Mowbray caſtle ſtill you may re- 
ſide, but Stephen's hate to the baron 

forbids me to adopt this child; at Alwyn 
houſe ſhe ſhall be privately brought up, 
and at ſome propitious moment I will 
" reinſtate her. Reynold on his knees of- 


fered up a prayer forthe baron's preſer- 
vation, and promiſed inviolable ſecrecy. | 
Ihe child was immediately ſent off with 


proper attendants, and the baron, profeſ- 
ing the greateſt eſteem for Reynold, 
_ enquired, with a mixture of compaſſion 
in his voice and manner, whether he 


> Knew any particulars of lord Mowbray's 


72 death. Reynold told him he was well 
aſſured of it; that his own eyes ſaw him 
fall, and that his friend lord Aubrey, who 
Fought by his fide, had ſince told him, 
that at the dying requeſt of Mowbray, 
he and ſome ſoldiers had interred him 
in a * part of the caſtle. This 
welcome 
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welcome information made the baron's 
eyes ſparkle with pleaſure, and he re- 
turned to court, after leaving orders for 
the repair of che caſtle, with * ſatis- 


faction. 


His lady was no more. . By her he had 
two daughters and a ſon, Lord Edric, 
the latter, was in every reſpect the coun- 
terpart of his father, fave in one reſ pect. 
he had not acquired by experience ſo 7 
much art as was neceſſary to diſguiſe it 
from the world. Alice, the eldeſt daugh- 
ter, was proud, vindictive and revenge- 
ful; while Bertha, her ſiſter, united every 
e virtue in her character. 


Solely taken up "wits the buſineſs of the _ 
court and the education of his children, 
Fitz Alwyn ſeldom viſited Mowbray cal- 
tle, and ſcarce gave the lovely infant a 
thought, tho? the letters of her governant 
were replete with nothing but her praiſes. 


«Bighorn years had paſſed, When Hi 3 
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Alwyn, weary of ſtate affairs, obtained 


permiſſion to retire to Mowbray, He and 
his family ſoon retired thither, and a 
preſſing letter from Alwyn houſe deter- 


mined him to fetch Elwina, and place her 
in his own family as a dependent niece. 
To explain this letter we muſt refer back: 
Elwina we have heard was placed at 
Alwyn houſe, under the care of an ex- 
cellent governant, who loved her as her 
own. Brought up in total ignorance of 


the world and her own birth, ſhe was in- 
debted to nature and her care for the 


many attractive graces ſhe poſſeſſed. For 


fuch a girl, her accompliſhments, virtues 


and magnanimity were wonderful. She 


would often ſay, my dear Margaret, my 
obligations to lord Fitz Alwyn are cer- 
kainly very great, but my gratitude to- 
wards him would be much more lively. 


were I ſometimes permitted to thank 
him; and if he would ſhew me a little of 
the world. Ah! Elwina, replied Marga- 


ret, how can your affection for me be ſo 


great 


great as you pretend, and yet wiſh to 
leave me? How to leave you, my dear 
friend? could I not viſit you? could I not 
go beyond theſe gardens, and yet return to 
them again? You'might, my dear Elwina, 
but there are many paſſions, many things, 
you are yet totally unacquainted with. 
The world abounds with ſo many, and 
ſuch dangerous pleaſures, that I tremble 
for a girl like you, educated in this foli- 
tude, MP" under. ſo many reſtriftions, en- 
tering into it without a proper guide to 
direct her ſteps. I am, alas! confined to 
this place by duty and inclination 3 but 
lord Fitz Alwyn, faid Elwina, he is my 
friend; he will protect me. His daugh- 
ters too will ſtretch out the arms of bene. 
volence and friendſhip to receive me, and 
direct me if I err. Ab! Elwina, ſaid her 
friend, your amiable ſimplicity 'at- once..; 
charms and diſtreſſes me. Be cautious, 
my dear girl, how you view things in the 
falſe mirror the world calls friendſhip; ;. all 
arms will be open to receive Jou ever 
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tongue will be loud in your praiſe ; but 
ſhould the rough winds of adverſity aſſail 
you, cold and pitileſs they will view your 
misfortunes, and leave you to a wretched 
fate; but, Elwina, to try a real friend, 
lead them to ſcenes of real diſtreſs ; be- 
+ Hold the ready hand dry the tears of the 
widow, and conſole the orphan ; behold 
the ſmile of benevolence cheer the foot- 
ſteps of trembling age, and diffuſe joy into 
the countenance of diſtreſs. Here, Elwina, 
acknowledge a heart worthy of the 
warmeſt friendſhip ; but ah! beware, EI- 
wina, of the illuſions of love; that blind, 
unhappy paſſion may, if ill-founded, 
embitter all your future days. It is a 
; dangerous, ſubtile poiſon. N 


Her laſt caution ſunk deep into the 
mind of Elwina. In the books ſhe had - 
read, love either was productive of the 
moſt refined pleaſures, or was the i incentive 
5 to heroic actions. She revolved it over 

in her mind, and was determined, ſhould 


| ſhe 


* 
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ſhe unfortunately be in love, that ſhe 
would always preſerve. great 2 and 


reſolution. _ 1, 4 8 


One morning , as ſhe was walking by 
the river ſide, which ran at the bottom of - 
the garden, ſhe heard a voice finging at a 
little diſtance a plaintive ſong, which ſhe 


often fung. Having no idea of ſtrangers, + 


no ſooner did the voice ceaſe than ſhe 


began the other verſe, and finiſhed the 
ſong, unconſcious of the admiration: her 
voice had excited from a party of young 
ſportſmen tired with the chace, who 
were refreſhing themſelves with a rural 


repaſt under ſome W trees * 
the garden. | DT 


; " 


Unluckily for Elwina, the ms had 
blown the branches of a large roſe bum 
from their ſupport, and the flowers wers 
drooping on the bank of the river. She 
too haſtily ſet about raiſing, them hs 
bank gave way, and plunged her i into ihe” 

B 5 rivers. 
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river. Her voice had rivetted the atten- 
tion of the ſportſmen ſo much, that they 


! _ heard her fall into the river. Two of 


them plunged in to her aſſiſtance ; and. 
Henry, the young earl of Audley, was for- 
tunate enough to reſcue the daughter of 
his father's friend. Elwina, when a little 
recovered, raifed her head from the ſup- 
porting arm of Audley ; and, bluſhing 
as ſhe looked around, diſengaged herſelf 
from him. She remembered her danger; 
ſhe learnt he was her deliverer, and with 
ſentiments of gratitude, dictated by ſenſi- 
bility, ſtrove to thank him. Muſt I never 
| behold thee again, ſaid the enraptured 
Henry! To-morrow, ſaid ſhe, I will be 
here. She ſlowly returned to Alwyn 
houſe; often did ſhe utter an involuntary 
figh, and often turned to review the 
meadow ſhe had juſt quitted. 


Margaret was too well acquainted with 
the human heart not to perceive the alte- 
ration in her fair pupil. She demanded 

| the 
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the cauſe, which was By Lad without 
heſitation; nor did ſhe, forget the meeting 
on the morrow. | 


Margaret immediately ſent off an ac- 
count to Fitz Alwyn of what had paſled, 
and took ſuch effectual precautions that 
Elwina was under the neceſſity. of break- 
ing her appointment. Fitz Alwyn imme 
diately ſet off, on the receipt of Margaret's 
letter, and was introduced to Elwina. 
Aſtoniſhed at the graces which ſurrounded - 
her perſon, he at firſt. forgot the purpoſe 
which brought him there; but at length 
recovering himſelf, Elwina, ſaid he, you 
muſt go with me to Mowbray caſtle ; my 
daughters are impatient to embrace you, 
and I xan not longer deprive myſelt of 
your company, With us you ſhall forget 
your want of parents; and a ſtate-of de- 
pendency will be rendered not totally diſ- 
agreeable, Theſe few words opened the 
whole of her ſituation. Pale and much 
affected, ſne took a tender leave of Mar- 

R garet, 
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garet, ad rel 
EY the earl, who led her to his chariot. They 

paſſed the meadow, where extended on 
the ground lay a man; he raiſed his head; 
his figure and the ſhriek of Elwina in- 
formed the earl of its being Henry. With 
a look of diſpleaſure he told her that 
lord Audley was the declared foe of his 
houſe, and forbad her ever to ſee him 


more. You may forbid my ſeeing him 


my lord, but I can never omit thinking 
of the generous youth that ſaved#my life. 
Ah! perhaps happy had it been had he 


ſuffered me to periſh : fo . thought 


Fitz Alwyn. 


They at length arrived at Mowbray 
caſtle. Gentle reader, pauſe, and pity the 


amiable heireſs of theſe domains, intro- 


duced as a miſerable dependent on the 
bounty of its uſurpers. She was received 
by Bertha with that amiable humanity 


which virtue ever exerciſes. - Alice and 


mow though N to treat her with 


contempt, 


; gave her has to 


13 
contempt, yet were bes a—_ Moperior 
dignity and amiable 1 innocend Jof Elwina. 
A lonely part of the caſtle was allotted for 
her reſidence; ſhe was never allowed to 
mingle in the diverſions of the caſtle, and, 
but for the friendly ſociety of Bertha, 
time would have been a burthen to her; 
| ſhe recounted to her all the little anecdotes 
- | of the court, and one day, ſhe ſaid with 
a ſmile, Elwina, you are the firſt inhabitant” 

of theſe apartments ſince we came to the 

caſtle, who has remained in quiet poſ- 

ſeſſion of them: they were haunted. By 

whom? rejoined Elwina. Nay, I do not 

jeſt, returned Bertha; the report is, that 

the earl of Mowbray, being killed in de- 

fending his caſtle, lies buried in theſe 
apartments, and that his ghoſt hovers. 
round the ſpot. This diſcourſe often, 
when ſhe thought of it, affrighted Elwina, 
and ſhe could not without emotion dan 
her apartment. 
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One evening, haying been unuſually. 
131 N SEE rc, 
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a paſſion | 
ſear, and, Jookivia ound the room, con- 
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g to lord Edric 3 
a ſhe flung herlelf on a 


oppreſi = 


templated the pictures and ſtatues which 


adorned it; one picture caught her eye, 


it was that of a warrior; ſhe gazed, 
the unbidden tear ſtarted into her eye, it 
trembled on her cheek. The portrait 
was of a man in the bloom of lite; ſhe 
knew it not, yet could not ſuppreſs the 
emotions of her boſom. Near it on a 
pedeſtal ſtood a ſtatue like the picture, 
the fame; Here was the artiſt's ſubject, 


but the ſculpture far outdid the painting; 


it ſeemed to want only motion to com- 
plete it. Her eyes no more wandered 

fixed upon this object, ſhe ſcarce aa 
a noiſe ſhe heard in an adjoining apart- 
ment. At length the door opening 


awaked her from her reverie; ſhe ſtarted 


at the ſight of Edric. Pardon me, Elwina, 
ſaid he; the ſcorn with which you this 
day treated me has ſet heavy on my heart; 


1 cannot break i it; ; in vain you ſeek to fly 
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me; wherever you gol will purſue, or 
periſh in the attempt. My lord, inter- 
rupted ſhe, your father does not authorize 
you to perſecute her whom he protects; 
to him 1 muſt apply. Hold, madam, 
ſaid Edric, ſtopping her, learn to know 
my father better; you are in my power, 
nor will my father interfere; you are 
but a dependent on his bounty, and ſhould 
ſtudy to return it. The eyes of Elwina 
flaſhed upon the baſe lord ; her animated 


form ſtruck him with awe, Baſe wretch! 


cried ſhe, dareſt thou to upbraid me 
with a poverty I muſt glory in, if riches 
are to be purchaſed with diſhonour? But 
I can never believe lord Fitz Alwyn has 
deſerted me; if he has, I can welcome 
indigence, leave me but virtue to direct 
my ſteps. Again lord Edric, recovering 
from his confuſion, charged her with in- 


gratitude for all their favours, and after 


ſome time ſpent in threats, bade her pre- 
pare to repent her obſtinacy. Then call- 


joy 
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4ng from he Vintiow,” bade a ſervant lead 


round the horſes to the caſtle gate Elwina 
trembling beſought him to change his 
purpoſe, but in vain ; he ſeized the lovely 
maid; ſhe ſhrieked, her voice was echoed 


through the rooms, nor did ſhe call in 


vain; ere he could drag her to the door, 


a tremendous noiſe aſſailed their ears, but 


like a wretch transfixed appeared the 
abandoned Edric, when from its pedeſtal 
deſcended the ſtatue of ear! Mowbray, 
the ſame that had cauſed Elwina's emo- 


Quitting his hold he fled terrified, while 
ſhe kneeling covered her face with her 
robe. Riſe, Elwina, ſaid a voice ſoftened 
with emotion, take courage and follow 
me. She aroſe; ſhe ſaw the pedeſtal, and 
on it a ſtatue, but far unlike the one before 
her; ſhe ſtood undetermined, but hearing 
at a diſtance the dreaded voice of Edric, 
inſpired with reſolution, ſhe turned; lead 


on, ſaid ſhe, an irreſiſtible * bids 
me 
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} 


me follow thee. Ir then lifted up a large 
picture, and taking the hand of Elwina, 
led her through ſome dark paſſages into a 
wood at the back of the caſtle; at laſt they 
arrived at a ſmall cottage. After ſecuring 
the door, here at length, {aid he, Elwina 
is ſafe for this night, and I can enjoy the 
ſupreme felicity of telling her that a de- 
| lighted father lives to embrace his child, 
and to protect her. Elwina, I am thy 
father! Elwina on her knees ack now- 
ledged the pleaſure ſhe received. Riſe, 
my dear child, you ſhall know how I 
came in the caftle, and by what event the 
earl of Mowbray is thus reduced ; he 
then recounted to her the Joſs of the ca- 
ſtle. When, my Elwina, I heard the baron 
deſigned to protect thee, I ſuſpected him; 
I gave out the report of my death, aſſumed 
the peaſant, and hired this cottage. My 
days were ſpent in labour, my nights in 
thinking on thy welfare; no ſooner did T 
learn oy return to the caſtle, than with the 
aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance of Reynold I contrived that 


{ccret entrance into the caſtle where I often- 
beheld you unſeen. Reſolved however to 


attact your notice, I ventured to place 


myſelf before that ſtatue ; your emotion: 
ſoftened me; I was on the point of diſco- 
vering myſelf, when Erdic ſo rudely in- 
terrupted your retirement. How my in- 
dignation was rouſed! Regardleſs of the 


conſequence, I reſolved my child ſhculd 


no longer run the hazard of being the 
object of his ſcorn; I have happily de- 
livered thee, my Elwina; again let me 

embrace thee. 


Soon after Reynold arrived, he paid 
his homage to his young miſtreſs, and 
then turning to the earl, this place, my 
lord, will no longer conceal you; the 


caſtle is all in confuſion, Elwina is 


ſearched for every where, and domeſtics 
are diſpatched on every ſide. Alas! ſaid 
the earl, where ſhall we fly? who will re- 


ceive us? I will endeavour, ſaid he, to find 


vou 
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you an aſylum. Then making them diſ- 
guiſe themſelves, and mount ſome horſes . 
they had provided, he conducted them 
out of the wood, and taking an unfre- 
quented road, they travelled without mo- 
leftation for ſome hours. At length they 
ſaw ſome horſemen full ſpeed, who com- 
ing up with them, enquired if they were 
for the camp in Normandy ; acquainting 

them that the king had ſummoned all his 
knights to repair to their ſeveral ſtand- 
ards. Reynold, ſaid the earl, let us haſten 
Elwina's ſafety, and join our country's 
army. ; Wo 


At length they arrived at an ancient 
monaſtery endowed by a noble baron; here 
they left the fair Elwina, and took the 
road to join the Britiſh army. Elwina re- 
mained ſome weeks in tranquility, al- 
though the ſword of civil diſcord. breathed 
around. At length the ſhaft fell upon her 
peaceful retirement, and the affrighted 
nuns, unable to reſiſt, fled different ways? 

_ Elwina 


— 
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Elwina ſhrunk not back, but reſolved to 
implore the protection of ſome noble 
knight; but, alas! ſhe knew not that plun- 
der was what had induced them to violate 
theſe holy walls, and that no noble knight 
was there to reſcue her; for the firſt object 
that ſtruck her ſight was Edric. Elwina 
here! cried he; revenge, I thank thee! 
Then, regardleſs of her ſhrieks and tears, he 
conveyed her to a lonely tower, where he 
left her to enjoy a luxury of diſtreſs. For 
ſome days he inſulted her with his threats, 
and at length conveyed her on board a 
ſhip; their paſſage was ſhort, and as they 
landed, Elwina ſaw ſome horſemen ad- 
vancing to the ſhore. Springing forward, 
ſhe requeſted protection; her beauty at- 
tracted their attention, and they, once 
: ap 
more reſcued her from the power = 
| Edric, and conducted her to the tent of | 
their commander, which was pitched in a 
wood, After relating her ſtory, the 
youthful lord bade her fear nothing; then 
Gniliog, 
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ſmiling laid, beautiful Elwina, I am not 
what I ſeem; regard me no longer as earl 
Robert's heir, but accept -t the proffered 
friendſhip of Iſabel: I am the wife of 
_ England's prince. Three days ago a battle 
was fought near this place; many thou- 


ſands fell, and my gall. nt Edward was 


betrayed into his enemy's hands; he can- 
not be conveyed far, and I am determined 
to ſcek him; this diſguiſe protects me, do 


thou adopt it, and accept my friendſhip. 
Elwina did ſo, and together they ſearched 


the country vithout effect; at length, 


tired with the unavailing purſuit, Iſabel 


returned to the camp, where nobody ſuſ- 
pecting them but her faithful attendants, 
ſhe remained every night accompanied 


by Elwina. She choſe a ſolitary cloſe by - 
the ſide of a caſtle, in poſſeſſion of the 
enemy. One evening they thought they 

heard a voice, and the plainly diſtin- | 


guiſhed theſe words: In vain my 


« dear Henry, you cenjure me to hope; 
Shs loſs 
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6 Joſs of my liberty and Iſabel are not 
« to be endured.” This was ſufficient 
to convince the princeſs that her huſband 
was kept priſoner there: they loſt no time, 
but flew to the camp, exhorting the ſol- 
diers to arm. Reaching the earl of Leiceſ- 
ter's tent, they acquainted that general 
of their diſcovery ; he treated them with 
deriſion, bidding them return to their 
repoſe. Exaſperated at this treatment, and 
forgetting her diſguiſe, Leiceſter! cried 
Iſabel, is it you who abandons your 
prince? I command you to follow me to 
hi tent. Awed by her manner, the earl 
l followed, and beheld all the knights al- 
2 ready aſſembled by her faithful adherents : 
I! ſhe made them acquainted with her diſ- 
lj - = guiſe, and exkorted them to reſcue their 
| prince. 
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Wi . The ſpirit of emulation raged, and all 
' , unanimouſly agreed to march immedi- 
_ diately ; they reached the caſtle in ſilence, 
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and ſoon the work of death begun ; the 
gates were aſſaulted, the faithful followers 
of Iſabel and the deliverers of Elwiria fell 


by her ſide; thrice the Engliſh were re- 


pulſed, and thrice the cries of Iſabel drove 
them to the charge. At length the maſſy 


gates gave way, and the conquerors en- 


tered. The firſt object that preſented it- n 


ſelf to their view, was their prince, loaded 


with heavy chains, and the uplifted ſword .. 
of a ſoldier ready to Pierce the unde- 


fended breaſt Edward. Iſabel, ſwift as the 
barbed arrow from the-unerring archer's 
bow, fatally interpoſed, and received the 
mortal ſtroke, and -the firſt uſe Edward 


made of his unfettered arms was to catch _ 
his dying wife Iſabel. Oh! my love, is 


this our meeting ? this-the recompence for 


thy exalted truth? My prince, my Ed- 
ward, ſaid the dying fair, I have attained 
my wiſh; your glory was all I ſighed for; 


my death is happy: hear it, ye Engliſn 
matrons, I have ſaved my huſband! Then, 
turning 
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turning to the weeping Elwina, grieve 
not for me, ſaid ſhe, my Edward will pro- 
tect thee, ſave here her voice faltered, 
and ſheexpired. | 


The prince was overwhelmed with 
grief, and Elwina had not courage to diſ- 
cloſe herſelf to him ; ſhe therefore. deter- 
mined to await the arrival of her father, or 
ſome lucky event, to beg the prince's pro- 
tection. Mean time great preparations 
were making to inter the corple of Iſabel, 
with every honour her heroiſm and rank 
demanded. At Fontrenault her remains 
were depoſited, and military honours paid 
her memory. Edward could not eraſe 
her end from his remembrance ; for tho? 
to outward appearance tranquility was re- 
ſtored, yet the envenomed ſhaft rank led 
beneath, and poiſoned all his pleaſures. 


Elwina made diligent enquiry through 
the "camp, but could not diſcover her 
4 father; 
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father ; ſhe was s retained i in the train of the 


prince as a friend to Iſabel, but ſhe ſhun- 


ned ſociety as much as poſſible. Oft in her 
evening ſolitary path lord Audley had 
ſought her company. Edwin, ſaid he, why 


doſt thou fly my friendſhip? Young and 


deſerted as thou art, my nn wa 
not be uſeleſs. | 5 | 


Trembling, pale, and dreading 4 dit. 


covery, Elwina faltering thanked the no- 


ble youth. I am, my lord, ſaid ſhe, by 
nature ſad; a melancholy boy, born in 


| affliction, bred in obſcure ſorrow; yet am 


I not dead to the voice of gratitude. 


Yau, my lord, are ſecure of mine. Come, 


Edwin, ſaid young Henry, throw off this 


dull reſerve ; to me commit thy fortune, 


and in return receive my confidence. 


Thee I dare-truft, thou faithful e 


of che noo Label! 


FE "Pc 8 in that engagement which 
deprived our gallant prince of liberty, I 
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was more fortunate, and intercepted the 
retinue of the grand conftable of France. 


HM treaſure; it was his daughter, the gentle 
WING Adelaide. Nay, Edwin, obſerve me well: 


plains, ſafe to her father's arms I would | 


. England's happy ſhores convey the gen- 


not anſwer. Why that burſting ſigh? 
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Amongſt the wealth I found-a precious 


J ſoothed her fears, and taught the lovely 
maid in me to hope for a protector. [ 
ſwore a ſolemn oath, when war ſhould 
ſheath her iword, and peace poſſeſs the 


17 whine her. 


Lord Edric, ſon of a mighty baron, ſaw 
her, and diſputes my prize; then do thou, 
my. Edwin, ſave her from his art; z to 


tle Adelaide, and ſeek with her the ſhel- 
tering walls of Audley caſtle. Thou doſt 


Your pardon, ſir, returned the agitated 
Elwina. Remembrance of my own mis- 
fortunes deprived me of ſpeech; I will 
protect your Adelaide, but fave me, oh! 
{ave me from the fight of Edric—he—— 

What! 


5 \- 
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What! interrupted Audley ; ſpeak, tell 
me! he is my enemy! Go ſafely, ſaid 
Audley, embracing her; two domeſtics 
ſhall attend ye to the ſhore; therefore 


from hence go, ſeek. my tent, and ac- 
quaint Adelaide W what 1 have pro- 


poſed, 


| Slow and fad moved Elwina; her 
hopes were all overthrown ; Audley had | 
ceaſed to remember her, and loved ano- 
ther. Ah! exclaimed ſhe, was it for 
this my father ſaved me from the un- 


friendly walls of Mowbray caſtle? or ra- 


ther, was it thus to wound my feelings, 
to harrow up my ſoul, that Audley deli- 


vered me from a watery grave? But Why 


do I accuſe him? Why imagine he could 
ſo Inſtantly imbibe a fatal paſſion, be- 


cauſe my. unhappy, deſtiny ordained I, 


ſhould ?—Then, O Elwina, conquer hy- 


ſelf! Remember thou art the daughter of 


a noble father! Tmitate his ſhining vir- 


tues; and let his white age rejoice | in his 
Elxina! | I 
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1 Audley ! Adelaide i is thy choice, 
and her preſervation ſhall be the ſole care 
of Elwina. Theſe reflections brought her 
to the tent of Audley; with trembling 


ſtep ſhe entered, but in ſpite of her diſ- 


treſs, the beauty and engaging form of 
Adelaide attracted all her attention. Seat- 
ed on the ground, ther lovely hair di- 
- ſhevelled, and the luſtre of her eyes dim 
med with tears, the was yet an intereſting 


object. 
” 


The benevolence and gentleneſs of El- 
wina's appearance fixed her attention; ſhe 
Tiſtened to her with complacence. Alas ! 


aid ſhe, how cruel is my defliny! I am 
under the neceſſity of quitting a country 


and friends that I adore, to preſerve the 


|  deliverer of my honour! Gentle youth, 


faid ſhe, you know not the perſecutions 1 
endure, though in the tent of Audley; 
ſcarce does he quit me, ere the vile Edric 
with chreats endeavours to force me from 
hence; or elſe with promiſes tries to 


| footh my grief, and raiſe my ambition. 


+ Him 


\ 
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Him and his honours equally I deſpiſe, 
but all my fears awake for Henry. 1 
know lord Edric nen of * baſeneſs, 


Tk Avdiey then his the tent, \ 
and took a haſty and affectionate leave of 
them. Two faithful ſervants conducted 
them on board a ſhip, and they bade adieu 
to the unhoſpitable ſhore of France. They 
had a pleaſant paſſage ; ſmiling. gales 
ſwelled their fails, and they reached the 
caſtle of Audley in ſafety. Lady Audley 
came forth to receive her gueſts, and the 
letters of her fon enſured them a hoſpita- 
ble welcome. She mingled her tears with 
thoſe of Adelaide, who ſhe regarded as 
the choice of der Henry. She acknow- 
ledged her merit i Kroetted her ſor- 
rows, but ſhe diſapprl Med of her as a 
daughter. Audley eit next heir to the 
Engliſh throne, ſtie could not 
his marrying an enemy of his Wag nor 
| of the grand conſtable 
e | ſhould 
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ſhould in right of Adelaide have the leaft 
claim to the kingdom. 


. 2 P * 3 
N n . 7 bale 1 


Elwina, diſguſted with her diſguiſe, and 
more and more convinced of the merit of 
Adelaide, and the mutual paſſion of her 
and Henry, became more uneaſy. than 

ever. Lady Audley often preſſed her to 
a diſcloſure of her grief, and ſhe at laſt 
prevailed. Ah! madam, faid ſhe, you 
are deceived; I am not what I ſeem ; 
your generous ſolicitude at laſt induces 
me to run the riſk of your diſpleaſure, 
Perhaps you may condemn me, and with- - 
draw your protection. No, Edwin, re- 
turned lady Audley, I have not a doubt 
but your narrative will confirm the good 
opinion I have entertained of . 
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Elwina then, he aſtoniſhment of 
her friend, related her hiſtory, but con- 
cealed with care the leaſt circumſtance re- 
lating to her partiality for Audley ; on the 
contrary, ſhe extolled che virtues of Ade- 
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laide to the ſkies, and endeavoured to 
ſoften the prejudices lady Audley ſeemed 


1 to have imbibed againſt her. 


A thought inſtantly occurred to lady 
Audley, that in the heireſs of Mowbray 
her ſon would find the moſt eligible bride. . 
The aſtoniſhment of Adelaide equalled 
lady Audley's, at the diſcovery of El- 
wina's ſex, and ſhe immediately quitted 
a diſguiſe repugnant to her delicacy, and 
in which ſhe ſo often dreaded a diſcovery. 
From lady Audley the learnt the true cha- 
racter of Fitz Alwyn, and liſtened to her 
| ſcheme of recovering Mowbray caſtle with 
pleaſure. - Enquiries were ſet on foot to 
diſcover her. father, and ſhe anticipated 
the pleaſure of reſtoring him to the ancient 
inheritance of his Pal Ina But Elwina's 
hopes were too ſanguine ; z; ſhe. had nor yet 
learnt to ſuffer; Adelaide was the confi. 
dant of her deſigns, and would not quit 
her friend. Unconſcious of the paſſion 
which ſtill rankled in her breaſt, every 
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arms of the guardian of thy youth, 
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day the lively imagination of Adelaide 
tevived in her mind the perfections of 
Audley: add to this, the uncertainty of 


her father's fate contributed to throw El- 


wina into a deep melancholy but ſhe ſtill. 
had in her mind the grand deſign, and 
when the vaſſals of Audley caſtle were 


ready, ſhe led them with ſilence and ſe- 
crecy to the private entrance of Mowbray 


caſtle. They entered the grand hall, and 
at a ſignal given, a hundred concealed 
torches blazed around, and a flouriſh of 


martial muſic awaked the inhabitants of 
the manſion. Affrighted at the unuſual 


ſounds, Fitz Alwyn and his domeftics 
baſtened to the hall, where, encircled with 
the banners of her houſe, and protected 


by the knights of Audley caſtle, ſtood 


Elwina. Aftoniſhment ſuſpended each 
faculty; he gazed at her, but his preſence 
of mind came to his aid: Dear Elwina, 
ſaid he, why this hoſtile appearance, and 


againſt one, whom thy ſudden flight has 


rendered long miſerable? Come to the 


Hold, 


_ 
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Hold, my lord, interrupted Elwina, 
firmly; no longer ſhall the heireſs of 
Mowbray be the dupe of Fitz Alwyn. 
You have no longer power here; in the 
name of my father I feize upon theſe do- 
mains; but, in conſideration of the care 
my infant ſtate demanded, and you be- 
ſtowed, liberty ſhall be thine ; to- morrow 
you quit this cattle. es ot 


_ Eftabliſhed i in her paternal ſeat, Elwina+ 
once more ſought for ſolitude.. Adelaide 
in vain endeavoured with every little blan-- 
diſhment to gain her confidence. Spite 
of herſelf; ſhe loved the gentle Adelaide; 
often ſhe liſtened to her ſoothing, lively 
tale, then, ſhuddering at the remem- 
brance of the earl, would abruptly leave 
her to weep at her unkindneſs. One 
night, by the pale moon's ſilver beams 
ſhe ſtrayed through the ruins: of one of 
the towers of the caſtle; the hollow ground 
reverberated her footſteps; the bird of 
night farieked loud and diſmal; an im- 


. Frading; 
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pending ſtorm, ere ſhe could reach the 
caſtle, burſt over her head, and, unac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch horrors, ſhe fainted. On 
her recovery, ſne found herſelf on a litter, 
carried with uncommon ſwiftneſs; in 
vain did ſhe call to the people employed, 
in vain attempt to eſcape: after travelling 
many miles, they at length ſtopped at a 
ſmall houſe, but well fortified, and ſe- 
cured by a draw-bridge ; here the unfor- 
tunate Elwina was ſecured. The apart- 
ments beſpoke the wealth of the owner, 
but ſhe was not left long to meditate 
either upon their magnificence or her own 
deſtiny; the door opened, but, ah! hor- 
ror to the ſoul of Elwina, Lord Edric en- 
tered. At ſeeing her he ſtarted; a ſmile 
of malicious pleaſure darted through his 
features. Is it Elwina? exclaimed he; 
love, I thank thee! I purſued Adelaide, 
but have gained Elwina. A heavy figh 
was his anſwer. Let me warn thee, El- 
wina, ſaid he, I am not to be trifled 
with; happineſs is within your reach; in 
two 
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two days be mine, or prepare for my re- 
venge. The loud tongues of malice ſhall 
have ample ſcope, and the finger of ſcorn 
ſhall Point a at the fallen Elwina. 


Ceaſe, thou proud railer, anſwered ſhe, 
and learn that Elwina never will be thinez 
nor will I, Edric, ſubject myſelf to the 
baſe taunts thou threateneſt. Know my 
courage better, nor drive me to a deſpe- 
ration that may be fatal. 


Edric bowed to her with a ſmile” of 
contemptuous ſecurity, and left her with 
ſome women, who endeavoured to per- 
ſuade her to compliance. She liſtened” 
for ſome time in a ſtupid lethargy, then 
| ſuddenly riſing, with a calm horror 
painted on her now vacant features, de- 
fired them to conduct her to the top of | 
the tower. They complied, and led her 
there. Void of expreſſion, her eyes rolled 
on every object, inſenſible to any. Fhe 

l dreadful ſtorm ſtill continued; the livid” _ 
Es. lightning; 


36 THE CASTLE or MOWBRAY- 


w c * 
2 8 , 
—— TRANS > "aw ” —— 
— of 3 
. — —— 


— — 


lightning flaſhed on her face, and the 
tremendous thunder rolled over her head. 
It ſuits, cried ſhe aloud, the deeds of 
Edric ; this pomp of horror ſuits him. 
Ah! my loved father, thou muſt have 
fallen his victim, elſe he had not dared to 
threaten thy child : fear of the avenging 
arm of Mowbray had awed the ſoul of 
_Edric into abject ſilence. I will not live 
his ſlave. Then, relapſing into inſenſi- 
bility, ſhe ſtood, her eyes fixed on the 

diſordered element, her hands claſped, 
and deaf to the entreaties of her attend- 
ants. At laſt, rouſing herſelf, a ſudden 
fury ſpread through her form : Shades of 
my honoured parents! cried ſhe, I thank 
ye for the thought; that will be glorious! 
Her- wildneſs had before affrighted the 
women ; they ſent for Edric, who came 
juſt at the inſtant that Elwina, breaking 
from thoſe that held her, had nearly pre- 
|. cipitated herſelf from the battlements. A 
deep groan of anguiſh eſcaped her on be- 
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tion, when the ſhrieks of the women 


awakening her attention, ſhe beheld the 
oppoſite tower of the caſtle in flames: a 


flaſh of lightning occaſioned it. Edric's 
firſt care was Elwina; he conveyed her 
out of the caſtle, and leaving her well 
guarded, returned to aſſiſt in the preſerv- 
ation of his houſe; but he came too late; 
it was already a burning run. 


| Chagrined, he returned to Elwina z ſhe 
was deſperate, and refuſed to return any 
where but to Mowbray caſtle. Edrie 
turned her reſolution to his own ad van- 
tage, and they proceeded together. They 
had not advanced far, when, croſſing a 
wood, .Edric made a halt, looked around 
him, and clapping ſpurs to his horſe was 
out of ſight in a few moments. Elwina, 
aſtoniſhed, looked around her, and ſaw a - 
party, who, by their arms and devices, 
ſhe knew were Audley's. Her heart flut- | 
tered ; ſhe was reduced to the neceſſity of 
imploring his protection; ſhe advanced: 

| Audley 
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Aud ły inſtantly recollected her as the in- 
habitant of Alwyn houſe, but had no re- 


membrance of her as Edwin. She told 
him of Edric's baſeneſs, and conjured 
him to ſend her to her father. 


Ah! lovely maid, you know not then, 
it ſeems what, interrupted ſhe, have 
I no ber; Earl Mowbray lives, ſaid 
he, but bonds and miſery await him. 


1 by numbers, to Bruce, the 


Scottiſh king, he gave his ſword ; he 


knew not generoſity, his foe was in his 
power, had nobly yielded, yet, deaf to the 


ſoft ſoothings of humanity, he added to 
the diſgrace of being a pri iſoner the hor- 


rors of a dungeon. 


Oh! Mt, my father | exclaimed 


Wins, what doſt thou not ſuffer! But 


ſhall thy daughter know joy or plea- 
ſure more, whilſt thou art deſtitute of 


comfort. 


x 1 Audley 
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Audley lamented that his duty. would 
not ſuffer him to devote every hour of 
his life to her ſervice; but leaving her in 
company with fix knights, who had or- 
ders to defend her, he left the fair, the 
diſconſolate Elwina, ſtill more grepoſ- 
ſeſſed with the idea of his love for Ade- 
laide, after whom ſhe did not dare to 
enquire, leſt he ſhould ſuſpect her being 
diſguiſed in a manner repugnant to the 
delia of her ſex. 


They travelled with all poſſible expe- 
dition, and arrived ſafe at the caſtle of 
Bruce. The beauty of Elwina, though 
harraſſed by fatigue, attracted general no- 
rice ; ſhe requeſted an audience of the 
king. He was ſeated in the midſt of all 
his barons, at a ſplendid banquet, which 
had ſucceeded a magnificent tournament : 

Buy his ſide ſat his queen, Margaret, ar- 
rayed in all the elegance thoſe times could 
boaſt. The fame of Elwina's beauty 
| reaching the royal ear, Procured her im- 
| | mediate 
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- mediate entranca Advancing to the 
king, Ah! fire, ſaid ſhe, behold an hum- 
ble ſuppliant. Riſe, fair dame, replied 
the haughty Scot, unbending his uſual 
frown, riſe and taſk our power. Ah! 
contirued ſhe, 'tis for a father Elwina 
pleads : great nature, lend thy powerful 
aid, that ſhe may not plead in vain! Ah! 
beauteous queen, aſſiſt my filial duty, and 
diſpoſe this warlike monarch to reſtore 
my father: ſuffer him again to fold his 
daughter in his arms, and her to cheer 
the winter of his age. The unhappy 
Mowbray ne'er could mean thee wrong. 

Mowbray ! exclaimed the king, art 
thou his daughter ?—I am indeed, and. 
glory in my father. 

I grieve, fair maid, ſaid the king, knit- 
ting his brows ; I grieve to deny ſo fair a. 
' ſuicor ; but liberty to Mowbray I cannot 
grant. Here ſhalt thou N honours 
and 
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and favour ſhall replace thy father, and | 
all the land ſhall own Elwina's power.. | 


Ah! offer not thy pageantry to me, 

cried ſhe; I have an elevated ſoul above 

it all. If freedom be denied the valiant 
Mowbray, ſuffer me to ſhare his priſon, 
with filial piety to watch his ſlumbers, 
and ſooth the miſery of bondage. Thou 
ſhale fee him, ſaid the monarch ; apart- 
ments in the caſtle ſhall be thine, and 
once a day thou ſhalt behold thy father. 

Ah! lead me to him, far from the 

buſy pomp. of courts, and gilded ſplen- 
dor : accept my thanks, O king, and 
let me ſeek his priſon. She left the hall, 
but the eyes of Bruce followed her ſteps; - 
he heard nothing but the voice of Elwina, - 
and his once beloved Margaret too plainly + 
ſaw his change. Mild as the ſummer * 
gale ſhe inward wept, and ſtrove in vain 
to win his altered love. He heard#her 

not. She talked, ſhe ſmiled, ſhe ſung, 
| | in 
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in vain. He gazed, and ſighed Elwina, 
Margaret ſtarted from her ſeat ; a guſh of 
tears relieved her burſting ſoul, and ſhe 
abruptly left the hall. 

Mean time Elwina, lighter than the 
gay dreams of fancy, reached the gloomy 
manſion of her father. The maſly bars 
unlocking awakened in her mind ſenſa- 
tions of horror, but when, by the pale 
glimmer of a ſickly lamp, ſtretched on 
the ground ſhe beheld the noble Mow- 
bray, ſhe ſtood transfixed with ſilent woe; 
a heavy ſigh broke from her tartured 
breaſt, at which her father raiſed his 
drooping head, then ſtarting from the 
earth, Great God of battles! exclaimed: 
he, do I behold my daughter? She fell in 
his arms. My Elwina, wherefore art 
thou here? To ſave my father, exclaimed. 
ſhe with energy. His ſafety urged me 
to ſeek his priſon, from which I will de- 
lives him, or die. Ah! Elwina, ſaid he, 


tpodlly — hat, thou. haſt indeed 
the 


\ / 
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the ſpirit of thy fathers, but thou wilt 
want the means. Fly then, ah! fly this 

fatal place: Thy innocence cannot ſuſpect 
the kindneſs meant but to betray. -. Truſt 
not Bruce; he is a haughty Conqueror, 
but yet a lave to his paſſions. 

O my father, he will not violate the 
rights of hoſpitality; he has offered me 
protection before the barons of his realm: 
indeed, my father, he will releaſe thee too. 
Never, cried the earl; I know his nature 
better: proud and vindictive, he knows | 
not mercy. I tremble for my Elwina; 
may good angels guard her! They will, 
my father, * 858. ſake they will. 


She then e to akin her kor- 
going adventures. He ſighed, to think 
of the dangers ſne had run, and told her 
he had yet ſome hopes of freedom from 
Percy earl of Northumberland, «ho knew 
of his captivity, and from whole impe- 
tuous courage and exalted friendſhip hy 


had every thing to hope. 2 
| The | 
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The guard then conducted Elwina to 
her apartments. They were magnificent, 
and - overlooked a beautiful garden; but 
here at once ſhe faw the deſigns of the 
King. Her faithful knights were re- 
moved, and none but his own creatures, 
who perpetually diſguſted her with his 
Praiſes, were permitted to approach her. 
She in vain deſired permiſſion to addreſs 
the queen; it was peremptorily refuſed, 
and the next morning the king entered 
her apartment. Again ſhe renewed her 
ſuit for her father's freedom, and kneeled 
before the haughty monarch; he raiſed 

her from the ground. Elwina, ſaid he, 
muſt never plead in vain; thy father's 
liberty is granted, on two conditions. 
Name them, cried fhe, her countenance 
beaming pleaſure as ſhe fpoke. Firſt 


| then, faid he, Mowbray ſhall do me ho- 


mage, and next Elwina ſhall return my 
love. gs 0: 


” Fxaſperated, the beheld im with a 


look of ineffable contempt. Homage to 
| thee, 


— 
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to Ml chee, thou tyrant! exclaimed ſhe. Never, 
it, while the bright ſun ſhall gild the face of 
ut heaven, ſhall Mowbray ſtoop ſo low: as 
ne to Elwina, ſhe deſpiſes thee too much to 
e- ME anſwer ſuch a baſe propoſal. Raiſe not 
my anger, haughty dame, cried the mo- 


8 

is narch, grown furious at the oppoſition 
8 of a woman to his mighty will; for 1 
is ſolemnly ſwear, ye ſhall both experience 
1 every torture my rage can inflict, if in 
d three days you do not comply. 

r 5 8 
3 Begin inſtantly to ſatiate your venge- 
d ance, cried the unſhaken Elwina ; I ſhall. 


never change. Brought up in virtue, and 
inured to misfortune, I fear thee not : no 

matter how ſoon I end my life, ſo it is 
. with honour. 


| The king left her to her own refletions, 
and ordering her to be more ſtrictly 
guarded than ever, and every rigour to | 
be uſed towards her, hoped to break her 


ſtubborn ſpirit to 5 will. His emiſ- 
ſaries 
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faries endeavoured to terrify her to com- 
pliance, by threatening that he would have 
recourſe to force, and that then he would 
avail himſelf of the pretence of her non- 
compliance to detain her father. 


Perplexed, ſhe one morning wandered 
forth into the garden, attended at a dil- 
tance by her guard, The chryſtal dew 
ſtill hung upon the leaves of the bluſhing 
role, and the birds with their warbling 
carrols filled the ambient air. A thou- 
ſand different ſweets exhaled before the 
morning ſun, and all nature ſeemed re- 
vived with the returning day. Elwina 
was not alone inſenſible to the beauties 
around her: Margaret, the beauteous 
queen of haughty Bruce, like her wan- 
dered through the ſylvan ſcene, Uncon- 
ſcious of its ſweets, they met, and Mar- 
garet, apprehending Elwina to be the 
cauſe of her unhappineſs, turged from 
her to hide the diſagreeable ſenſations 
her preſence cauſed. Elwina read her 

thoughts, 
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thoughts, and taking her hand, Charm- 
ing queen, ſaid ſhe, do me the juſtice to 
believe I am ' moſt unwittingly detained | 
here. You were a witneſs of my firſt ap- 
plication to the Scottiſh. court, but you 
know not the treatment I have ſince met 
with. Alas! ſaid the queen, you poſſeſs 
the love of Brace. No longer the haugh- 
ty monarch. is loſt in the ſmiling huſ- 
band; no more his eyes eagerly enquire 
if his Margaret be happy : the tears 
ſtream unheeded from her eyes, and ſigh 
after, figh burſts. forth unregarded. Oft 
do I ſeek his path, to try to regain his 
loſt efteem. Diffidence and grief chain 
my ſpeech, and he paſſes me without a 
look; while every word, every thought, | 
exiſts but for Elwina, 


Unhappy Margaret! I reverence thy x 
ſorrows, returned Elwina; thou haſt de- 
ſerved a better fate, and yet thy lord may 
return to crown thy conſtancy. But ah! 
what can await the poor forlorn Elwina. 

6 DP 
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Oppreſſed with woe, harraſſed on every 
ſide, for death alone ſhe prays ; be only 
can relieve her, 


Truſt to Providence, Elwina, ſaid the 
queen; thy fate awakens pity in this 
breaſt, which felt only for itſelf. Bear 
up, ſweet maid, againſt the impending 
ſtorm. Bruce 1s ſometimes noble ; but 
what thou haſt moſt to fear is for thy 
father. ; 1 


Ab! drive me not to the brink of 
madneſs: what, will he kill my father? 
Shall I fee his valiant arm ſtretched in 
the duſt, nor ſtrive to ward the blow? 
Perhaps too, to make his laſt hour dread- 
Ful, the poor undone Elwina may ſtrength- 
en every pang with her laſt ſighs. 


- Elwina, ſaid: the queen, be calm; 1 
own you have all to dread from Bruce's 
lawleſs power, yet take this dagger, and 
ſince. diſhonour is more dreadful to thy 
thoughts than death, I need not tell thee 


x0 ule it nobly : but ah! beware, reſpect 
V the 
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* 
the life of Bruce, and remember he is 
Margaret's huſband. 


Saying theſe words ſhe left her. El- 
wina haſtily put up her dagger, and 
ſought her father's priſon. She recounted 
to him what had juſt paſſed between her 
and the queen of Scotland. He di! guiſed 
his fears, and bade her be wary. Return- 
ing from her father, ſhe walked ſlgwly 
through a ſhaded alley of the garden; her 
guard was far behind; ſhe flung herſelf 
upon a feat, and gave way to tears. A 
clear, diſtinct voice, from behind her, 
called Elwina. She' ſtarted, but could ſee 
no one. Be not alarmed, ſaid the voice, 
ſtill among the ſhrubs, I am thy friend, 
provided thou wilt anſwer me ſincerely. 
Say on, ſaid the affrighted maid. How 
then, continued the unknown, do thoſe _ 
tears, and that dejection, accord with 
Bruce's love? Oh! name him not, cried 


ſhe; you cannot be my friend and his: 
| Bruce and Elwina's names ſhall never 9 
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join together. I am ſatisfied, cried the 
voice; hope, Elwina, thy virtues ſhall be 
rewarded. Her guards advancing, put a 
ftop to the converſation, and next day 
ſhe recounted it to her father. He was 
aſtoniſhed, and all their conjectures were 
vain as to the cauſe, That day the king 
inſiſted upon her appearing at a grand 
- tournament. To refoſe was impoſlible ; 
and under a canopy of ſtate fat the un- 
happy Elwina. Not all the ſplendor of 
the ſpectacle had charms for her. The 
king engaged and overcame every com- 
petitor. At laſt a troop of gallant ſtran- 
gers entered the liſt; one in particular 
wore armour of burniſhed ſteel; his 
ſhield bore the device of a riſing ſun, 
and' a plume of white feathers waved 
on his helm. Again the loud trumpet 
| ſounded, and Dolce with impatience wait- 
ed for the happy 4 moment when Elwina 
ſhould beſtow on him the prize. The 
gallant ſtranger met him with ſuitable 
ardour, and at firſt victory was doubtful. 


- THE CASTLE OF MOWBRAY, 5 


At length a loud cry drew the attention 
of Elwina ; ſhe beheld the haughty mo- 
narch groveling in the duſt, and the tri- 
umphant ſtranger bidding him to riſe, 
Aſhamed and hurt by his fall, Bruce re- 
terned to his ſtand, and his conqueror . 
overthrew every knight, and at the laſt 
| knelt to receive from the hand of Elwina 
a ſcarf as the prize. While ſhe hung it 
| acroſs his ſhoulders, in a voice, which ſhe ' 
was certain ſhe knew, he whiſpered, to- 
morrow Elwina ſhall be free. She ſtarted 
from her ſeat ; a ſmile of pleafure ſuffuſed 
her face; the watchful eye of Bruceo b- 
ſerved her emotion. He haſtily broke 
up the aſſembly, and eagerly ſearched for 
the fortunate ſtranger, but in vain; neither. 
him nor his friends could be found. Bruce. 
ſuſpected they were enemics, and reſolved. 
to be guarded againſt them. In this belief 
he ordered Elwina to be conducted to her 
father's priſon, as a place of more ſecurity, 
it being the citadel. Elwina was rejoĩced 
at e her ſplendid apartment for his 
D 2 priſon, 
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priſon, and believed herſelf ſhielded from 
every danger by his preſence, Part of 
the night they ſpent in forming conjec- 
tures by what means their eſcape could be 
effected. All was ſtill, the weary guards 
nodding on their ſtands, when a ſmall 
diſtant noiſe drew their attention. Mow- 
bray had almoſt ceaſed to hope, but the 
boſom of Elwina beat high with expec- 
tation. The noiſe encreaſed, and came 
nearer: at firſt they could diſtinguiſh 
nothing; at length a violent craſh and 
terrifying cries enſued. Elwina's name 
echoed through the citadel. Oh! my 
Father, .cried ſhe, this is the lucky mo- 
ment Providence and our friends have 
choſen. The claſhing of ſwords advanced 
even to the door of their apartment, and 
every effort was uſed to force the maſſy 
bars: then did Mowbray more than ever 
regret his ſhackles, which prevented him 
from ſeconding his brave friends. At 
length the bars were burſt, and a tumul- 
tuous croud ruſhed into the room. El- 

le wina 
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wina advanced to meet her deliverers, but 
horror ſtiffened her veins, when ſhe ſaw 
it was Bruce and his party. Thou ſhalt 
die, cried he, mad with diſappointment; 
Elwina- ſhall not live to be another's. 


He was flying at the victim of his fury, 
when two knights broke through all op- 
polition, and each catching an arm of El- 
wina, fought in her defence. The trem- 
bling maid caſt her eyes to heaven for 
aid, nor did ſhe implore it in vain, The 
ſword of Bruce had already killed one of 5 
her defenders, who falling dragged after 
him Elwina to the ground; the other up- * 
on his knees covered her with his ſhield, 
and warded off the blows aimed at him 
by the ſurrounding crowd. In the mo- 
ment when their numbers had nearly ex- 
hauſted his ſtrength, his victorious party 
had gained the ſtairs, and ruſhed on to 
his defence. Bruce was taken in the toil, 
and obliged to ſubmit in his turn. Earl 
Percy, who was at the head of the party, 
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received his ſword. This generovs friend 
then freed from his unworthy fetters the 
noble Mowbray, who from the ſupport- 
ing arm of the brave ſtranger received his 
lovely daughter. The knight then turn- 
ing to his fallen friend, Happy Douglas ! 
exclaimed he, thy death will ever be en- 


vied by thoſe who knew thy noble ſoul. 


Thou deſpiſedſt the tyranny of Bruce, 


and unitedſt thyſelf to thy ancient enemy, 
to reſtore the ſullied honour of thy coun- 


try. Convey him hence, ye faithful do- 
meſtics, and guard the remains of your 
maſter from inſult. ole | 


Elwina could ſcarce believe that her | 
father and herſelf were at liberty, when, 


turning to her valiant knight to renew her 


thanks, ſhe ſaw him lifr his helmet, and 
diſcovered the well known features of 


Audley. Ah! guardian of Elwina, ſaid 


ſhe, again to the conquering arm of Aud- 
ley does ſhe owe her reſcue; 


5 | S pare 
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Spare me, Elwina, cried the youthful 
lord ; ſpare thy acknowledgements : to 
Percy they are due. 

Earl Mowbray then begged to know 
by what means their enterpriſe was ſo well 
conducted. Percy told him that he had 
long meditated in what manner to effect 
his eſcape, and held his vaſſals ready to 
ſeize the firſt favourable moment; chat 
mean time Audley, who had heard of 
Elwina being likewiſe detained, had in 
diſguiſe viſited the caſtle, and brought 
him information. Knowing her ſitua- 
tion to be deſperate, they reſolved to 
take the opportunity of the tournament 
to effect their deſign. It was Audley 
who ſpoke to her in the garden, and it 
was Audley who conquered in the tour- 
nament. When that was ended, they 
eluded the king's ſearch, and. rode to the 
foreſt, where they had left their men; one 
of whom led them to a mine, which had 
once been ſprung, under the citadel, but 
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which was partly ſtopped up. Perſever- 
ance in a ſhort time opened them a paſ- 
ſage; but the guards were quickly alarm- 
ed, and the king arrived almoſt ſoon 
enough to fruſtrate their deſign, 


Mowbray and Elwina again rendered 
their thanks to Percy and Audley, who 
propoſed their returning to England the 
next day, left another ſtroke of fortune 
ſhould deprive them of their glory. 
Elwina remembered the ſorrows of 
Margaret, and, willing to relieve them, 
begged of her friends the liberty of Bruce: 
they willingly complied with her requeſt, 
as they had no intentions of purſuing their 
advantages in Scotland. 


| Scarce had ſhe obtained her boon, when, 
with diſheveled hair and diſordered dreſs, 
Margaret ſought her in the crowd who 
ſurrounded them as guards. Ah! Elwina, 


ſaid the, ſuffer an unhappy woman, to 
claim 
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* 


claim your promiſe; ah! ſave my huſ- 
band---King, I would add- but he has 


loſt that name; yet is he dear to the heart 


of Margaret: Bruce, though deſpoiled of 


all his dignity, yet reigns in her fond, 
faithful boſom, nor ever can can loſe 
the hold he has upon her affections. Spare 
him but to my prayers z together we will 


ſeek the highland woods, nor ere diſturb 
your conqueſts by our hatred preſence. . 


OD 


Fair queen, ſaid Flwina, your affection 
only can excuſe the injuſtice you do El- 


wina, by ſuſpecting that ſhe could for a 
moment forget your affliction. Tour 


huſband's liberty is granted, and he ſhall : 


receive it from the hand of Margaret; the 


life and crown of Bruce are her's to give 2 


— 


him. 8 6 — 


The tranſported Margaret would have 
knelt at her feet, but Elwina gracefully- 
prevented her. No, madam, honour me 
not io far, Jam unworthy of it; haſte; 
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let us ſeek your huſband ; my friends are 
impatient to be gone. I will follow you, 
cried the queen; but ah! charming maid, 
ſhould my unhappy huſband, blinded by 
his paſſions, reject my conſtant love, wilt 
thou afford me an aſylum, and unknown 
ſuffer me to follow your fortunes ? With 
pleaſure, cried Elwina. Then, attended 
by her father, Percy, Audley, and their 
knights, they entered the chamber where 
Bruce, deprived of his liberty, was care- 
fully guarded. He looked upon them all 
with diſdain. 


Margaret approached him, led by El- 
wina. King of Scotland, ſaid ſhe, I will 
not pain thy high ſpirit, by receiving gifts 

from thoſe thy honour will now teach. 
thee to deſpiſe ; therefore, from Margaret, 
the affectionate, the reſpected queen of 
Bruce, let him receive the gift of liberty, 
and free poſſeſſion of all his rights. Bruce 
looked at Elwina, ſighed, and then re- 
ſuming His wonted ſullenneſs, remained 
with 


8 
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with his arms folded, and his 15 fixed 
upon the ground. | 


Margaret felt forcibly the meaning of 
that ſigh, and going towards him ſhe. 
knelt at his feet, and ſtretching forth her 
arms, My lord, my huſband, ſaid ſhe,. 
behold your once beloved wife. Wife! 
exclaimed he; then ſtamping on the 
ground, his eyes rolling fiercely, but for. 
that accurſed bond I might perhaps have 
attained my wiſhes. Thou art the bar to. 
my _ but ſhalt not n n 
triumph. 5 | | 
Saying. this, he aimed a blow at the. 
queen, which, ere they could prevent, 
extended her on the ground. Unhappy. 
man! ſaid ſhe, falling, Margaret ſhall 
never more offend thee with her ſight. 
Bruce was ſeized, and delivered to his 
own officers to guard him from the firſt. 


efforts of deſpair; and all things being, 
DS... ready, 
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land his protection, who laying aſide her 


father. This was all that Audley wiſhed, 


liance to take place. He aſſured her of 


ready, they bade adieu to the unfriendly 
walls of Bruce caſtle. 


Earl ben, at the requeſt of his 
daughter, offered the fair queen of Scot- 


dignity accepted their friendſhip as her 
only refuge. They reſted at a fair caſtle 
of Percy's upon the borders of England, 
where Audley, encouraged by Elwina's 
oratirude, declared that he had loved her 
from the day he firit ſaved her from the 
river. 


Elwina was almoſt overcome with joy 
at this unexpected fortune, and could 
only reply, that he muſt apply to. her 


as Mowbray had hinted he wiſhed an al- 


her father's concurrerice, and was pro- 
ceeding with rapture'to paint his paſſion, 
when Elwina remembered the miſtake ſhe 
had fo long laboured under. But, Ade- 

= laide, 


i 
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laide, Interrupted ſhe, and 8 ſtopped. 

A bluſh ſuffuſed her cheeks, and ſhe re- 
membered her diſguiſe. A riſing bluſt 
likewiſe beſpread the face of Audley. 
Adelaide! My Elwina, canſt thou guide 


me to her? Where haſt thou ſeen her? 


At Audley caſtle, ſaid ſhe, and beheld 
her as the intended bride of Audley. 


No, Elwina, interrupted he, you was 
miſinformed; the image of yourſelf was 
too deeply fixed for the moſt accompliſh- 
ed beauty to eraſe. I reſpected, I relieved 
the ſorrows of Adelaide, and could with- 
out the leaſt emotion have conducted her 
to her father ; but your common enemy, 
the hateful Edric, being reported to be 


near the caſtle, the timid Adelaide eſcaped 


from thoſe who had ability and inclination 
to protect her, nor could the moſt dili- 
gent ſearch recover the lovely fugitive. 


I arrived the day ſhe was miſſed ; indeed 
I am half tempted to ſuſpect one Edwin, 


a youth of good report, whom I choſe 
from 
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from out the camp to guard her—a ſigh- 
ing, melancholy boy—him I accuſe of 
winning her affections, and inducing her 
to commit an action derogatory to the 
dignity of her rank, in joining her fate 
with his: for Edwin too was miſſed. 


Ah! anſwered Elwina, let not ſuſpicion 
harbour in thy noble breaſt; Adelaide is 

innocent; on my life ſhe is: but tell me 
of this Edwin. Didſt thou love him right 
well? I did, Elwina; his affectionate ſor- 
row for his noble miſtreſs, and a certain 
air of grandeur in every action, endeared 
him to me. If he has not enſnared the 
lovely Adelaide, and my ſearch can find 
him, next to Elwina ſhall Edwin rank 
his place in Audley's breaſft. 


O Audley, faid ſhe, Elwina will not de- 
ceive thee longer; behold thy loſt friend; 
Edwin and Elwina are the ſame. 


Audley 
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Audley could not believe he heard her 


right, till ſne acquainted him with every 
circumſtance. This ſet his mind per- 
fectly at eaſe about Edwin and Adelaide, 
and he propoſed to begin again an unwea- 


, ried ſearch till he had found her. Mow- . 


bray heard and approved of the pa n 


of lord Audley, and promiſed him his 


daughter, ſoon as he got poſſeſſion of 


91 : 


Mowbray caſtle, and war ſhould have 


an end. 


In a few days they ſet forward for Lon- 
don. Percy unwillingly ſuffered them to 


depart, but when he found them deter- 


mined, would not be left behind. El- 
wina was the magnet that attracted him, 
and though he knew Audley was favoured 
both by her and her father, he was re- 
ſolved to perſevere; the | ſpirit of Nor- 
thumberland, unuſed to oppoſition, could 
not tamely ſee himſelf thwarted in ſo de- 
licate a point as his love. Though Percy 
by his birth claimed the pre-eminence, 


gladly 
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gladly would Audley, whoſe penetration 
ſaw his motive, have excuſed the honour 
of the earl's attendance ; but he was ob- 
liged to ſubmit, and even behold his afſi» 
duities to Elwina. 


In this diſpoſition they arrived at court, 
where Edward was recently crowned 
the ſame whoſe princeſs had given ſo un- 
common an inſtance of affection by her 
death. 

When Elwina was preſented 1 to him, he 
immediately recollected the faithful Ed- 
win, and complimented her behaviour on 
that occaſion. Not ſo he received her 
father: the prejudice Fitz Alwyn had in- 
ſtilled ſunk too deep for all his former 
merit to obliterate. He regarded his 
faithful ſoldier with a ſtern brow. Mow- 
bray, ſaid he, Elwina ſhall poſſeſs thy 
caſtle, but thou muſt againſt the infidels; 
recover thy king's eſteem, face them 
bravely, and depend upon my friendſhip. 
Mowbray was vexed at his reception. 
3 | He 
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He had deferved better of his prince, 
but as the path of glory was ſufficient to- 
redeem his favour, he determined-to obey 
without reluctance, 


Scarce had they departed the court, 
attended by Audley, when Percy, not in 
the leaſt changed by the diſgrace of Mow- 
bray, entreated the king to further his 
ſuit to Elwina. The monarch granted 
his requeſt ; but ſcarce had he done it, 


when he wiſhed his words recalled; The 


beauty and merit of Elwina he thought 
worthy of a king; but he forgot that, 
amongſt all her virtues, none was more 
conſpicuous than her nice ſenſe of ho- 


nour; and therefore reſolved to employ 
the arts of flattery and ambition to tempt 


the innocent Elwina to adorn his court. 


But, ere he had planned his deſign, it 


was ſuddenly fruſtrated, by Mowbray 
and his fair daughter leaving the court, 
and retiring to Mowbray caſtle : Percy 


accompanied _ but Audley was con- 


ſtrained 
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66 THE CASTLE OF MOW RRAx. 
ſtrained to ſtay and attend the king for 
the preſent. 


With a ſpirit wounded by diſgrace, 
and a heart ſwelling with indignation, 


the noble earl retired to the manſion of 


his fathers, to prepare for his voyage. 


Elwina in vain tried to compoſe his 
mind; his feelings were ſo powerfully 
awakened, that it ruffled his ordinary pla- 
cid temper, and almoſt rendered him un- 
fit for converſation. 


Perey ſtrove by every art to engage 
his warm eſteem, and too well ſucceeded. 
Percy was no relation to an ungrateful 


"monarch ; his family ever reſiſted arbi- 


trary power, and it was from his friend- 
ſhip he had received his liberty. Theſe 


weighty conſiderations operated ſo pow- 
erfully upon the mind of Mowbray, that, 


without beſtowing a thought Wen El- 


wina, 
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wina or Audley, he confented Percy 
ſhould addreſs his daughter. 


She looked upon him as their deliverer, 
and as ſuch he was entitled to her friend- 
ſhip, but no more. Audley poſſeſſed the 
ſole place in her boſom, nor was it poſſi- 
ble to admit of a change. She imagined 
her father actuated by the ſame motive, 


and admired the warmth with which he 


praiſed the earl. 


One morning ſhe wandered to the ſpot 
where, overtaken by the ſtorm, and re- 
duced to inſenſibility, ſhe had fallen into 
the power of Edric. Melancholy ſhe mu- 
ſed on the many changes ſhe had under- 
gone in ſo ſhort a time. Alas! ſaid ſhe, 
I ought not to diſtruſt that Providence 
which has ſo generouſly protected me; 
yet I cannot help wiſhing my father 
might remain, Why did not Edward 
baniſh him without the hard condition of 
ſerving in foreign realms? Perhaps too 
I may loſe my beloved Audley, and then 
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what will become- of the helpleſs El- 
wina ! 


My child, faid her father, advancing a 
little way, I have heard thy complaints; 
thou indeed doſt anticipate evils which 
ean never happen; thy own wiſdom and 
virtue will ever protect thee. I am a 
poor baniſhed man, therefore without the 
power of helping thee ;. but the merit of 
my child will procure her. defenders. But, 
my dear Elwina, let me- conjure thee, by 
the memory of thy mother, and by the 
ſhades of thy great anceſtors, ſtrictly to 
ebey my laſt injunctions. Perhaps indeed. 
they may be the laſt; for, unleſs crown- 
ed with-glory,. thy father never will re- 
Eturn.. 


* 


O my beloved parent, how have I 
deſerved this cruelty !' have I ſo lately 
known the fond delights of thy foſtering: 
love, to loſe at once the ſupreme pleaſure 
of my father's company? Leave me not, 

| I: conjure: 
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1 conjure you, without a promiſe that in 
the moment of danger you wall think up- 
on Elwina; and believe that, without her 
father, the ſplendour of her poſſeſſions will 
avail her nothing. 


I readily believe the affection of my 
child, and do not doubt but her duty will 
ever be the model of her conduct. Gra- 
titude I alſo hope will ever be predomi- 
nant in her boſom ; therefore can Mow- 
bray, without the leaſt fear of an objection 
from Elwina, deſire her to look upon Earl 
Percy as her future huſband. 


Percy! my father, exclaimed ſhe, in 
an accent of ſorrowful deſpair, | Percy, 


he repeated, and ſhe fell in the baron's 


arms. 


* 


The tender ſpirit of Elwina, though 


uſed to diſtreſſes, could not bear this un- 
expected ſtroke of ſeverity. Audley from 
the firſt was too ſtrongly imprinted on her 
| : heart 
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heart to be eraſed, even when ſhe thought 
herſelf not noticed by him; but no ſooner 
was his love avowed, and ſanctioned by 
her father, than her affèctions were rivet- 
ted too firmly for any power but death to 
ſever. 


Mowbray beheld her lifelefs in his arms 
with the more patience, as he hoped after 
the firſt ſhock ſhe would be ruled entirely 

by him. He raiſed her drooping head, 
but in vain ; her eyes were cloſed, and 
tranſient death uſurped the beauty of her 
form. The deſpair of the baron almoſt 
deprived him of reaſon. With loud cries 
he implored Heaven to reſtore her. Per- 
cy, who paſſed nigh, came to his aſſiſt- 
ance; but what could equal his emotion, 
when he beheld the pallid form of Elwina, 
and the haggard fury of Mowbray. He 
took Elwina from him. I have killed 
her, exclaimed the earl; ſne died by me. 


Elwina 


„ „ 


» 8 . 
i *S = 4 
* — 4 


THE CASTLE OF MOWBRAY., 71 


Elwina opened her eyes, and, half raiſ- 
ing them to her father, O ſir, ſaid ſhe, 
think upon the poor Audley. Audley ! 

cried Percy, with as accent of anger, She 
turned, and beheld him diſtorted with 
fury: hiding her face with her veil, ſhe 
Jeaned upon her father, who led her 
 Nowly to the houſe. | 


E r e Pear. ar ¹ð .d ² . . ——— 


The dæmon of jealouſy had poſſeſſed 
the mind of Percy upon her exclama- 
tion; he remained gazing upon the place 
where Elwina had ſtood ; he ſaw her not 
depart; he heard nothing but the name 
of Audley, that foe to his happineſs. The 
family of Audley had ever bcen a bar to 
the ambition of Northumberland; and 
ſhould Henry, not ſatisfied with awing 
Percy by his influence, preſume to diſ- 
pute with him for Elwina ? No- he ſhalt 
periſh firſt. She is a prize of too great 
ates to be ſo coſy given up. 
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Involved in a train of perplexity, he 
did not ebſerve the arrival of Audley, 
who bore the laſt commands of the king 
to Mowbray. 


Audley, who wondered to find the gay, 
the animated Percy abſorbed in thought, 
amidſt a dreary ſolitude, accoſted him 
with unaltered friendihip. Percy turned 
abrupt at the voice he hated, Yield thee 
Elwina, cried he, wild with fury, yield 
thee Elwina, 


Percy, you ſport with Audley. 
No! 


Lou cannot mean ſo high an inſult to 
By Heaven, I do! yield her, or defend 
thy right. 


To the laſt I will, anſwered the exaſ- 
perated Audley. 
| Their 


%% 


THE. CASTLE OP MOWBRAY., 73 


Their weapons inſtantly glittered in the 
air. Rage redoubled the ſtrength of Per- 
cy, but it was ſooner exhauſted than Aud- 
ley's, who foughy with leſs paſſion : he 


ſought not to wound Percy, but to de- 
fend himſelf. At length, being rouſed 


beyond his patience, he aimed a blow 


which extended the proud earl on the ſan- 


guined carth. 

renz ſaid Audley, I provoked not 
this advantage, nor will J forſake thee. 
Live to * Elwina, or 1 yield 


her, 


Percy groaned inward ; his pangs were 


redoubled by his ſhame, but his generous 


foe did not leave him long to reflect, but 
returning with ſome of the domeſtics 
of the caſtle, had him conveyed into one 
of 1 houſes Juſt without the gates. 


—— who had heard ola acci- 


dent. came to ſee him; but the ſurpriſe of: © 
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Audley was unequalled, when, after chey 
had left Percy in ſkillful hands, and re- 
tired together, to find himſelf treated with 
as much haughty ſever 
a hired aſſaſſin to rob 
berland of life. 


e bold Northum- 


He acquainted the earl with the king's 
command, that he ſhould without delay 
embark with the troops already encamped 
on the ſhore, and leave Elwina at her 
caſtle; promiſing that he himſelf would 
be her guardian till his return, which he 
made no doubt would be accompanied 
with ſuch honours as would occaſion all 
his enemies to hide themſelves at his ap- 
e 


n fove- 
_ reign's love: farewell! 


Audley flopped him. Is Mowk 
longer my friend! cannot 1 ſee m 


wina? ; + "20M 
; | Ceaſe, 


ay no 
El- 


4 
„ 


as if he had been 
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_ Ceaſe, my lord, to call her yours; my 
mind is changed, | nor ever — ſhe —_ 


Audley, 


YL hd * 
eg. * 


But ſhe is not changed, reſumed the 


aſtoniſhed Audley; Elwina does not for- 
get her deliverer. 


Seek 1 no more, Lord ty: El- 
wina is the child of duty, and Percy her 


deliverer as well as thou. 


the ſtatue of ſurpriſe. Is it poſſible, ex- 
claimed he, that theſe can be the ſenti- 


ments of Elwina, uttered by the once 


noble Mowbray ? Can Percy, by one act, 
obliterate the remembrance of whole years 
of pain and ſervice? But yet I will ſee 


her. Thoſe eyes ſhall look with ſcorn, 
and thoſe lips pronounce the ſentence of 


eternal baniſnment, ere I can forſake thee, 


e | _—_ on * a defire of. 


fame, and the king's expreſs command, 
E. en 


Pronouncing 
theſe words with ineffable diſdain, he en- 
tered the caſtle, leaving Audley transfixed 
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entered che chamber of Elwina, to bid 


her adieu, ere ſhe had recovered the ſhock 


of the morning. He left her, well pleaſed, 
as he made no doubt the king, by con- 
ſenting, would eſpouſe the cauſe of Percy, 


and hoped at his return to find her his. 


Elwina roſe at his approach, and, throw- 


ing herſelf at his feet, Pity me, my father! 


oh! pity your miſerable daughter. 


Riſe, my beloved child, and believe 


my truth when I declare, the happineſs of 
my Elwina is the firſt object of my life. 
The king has promiſed to protect her; the 


beauteous Margaret will remain her friend. 
But yet, my father, Percy. Is my choice, 
Elwina. I admire him; his noble valour, 


his care for thee, all, all call forth the 


energy of friendſhip. Think no more of 
Audley, unleſs it be to deteſt him, as the 
murderer of Percy. By his hand the drave 
ecliverer of Elwina lies extended, = 
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By the hand of Audley, my father! 
What could provoke him? Sure Percy 
was himſelf the aggreſſor; ' No, I tell thee 
once again, Elwina, that Audley unpro- 
voked fell on noble Percy. He cannot 
even palliate his fault, but I can no longer 
waite my time in fruitleſs words; ſuffice 
it, that Percy is my friend, and Elwina 
cannot be his foe. He then took an af. 
fectionate farewell of his ſorrowing child, 
and mounting his galiant: ſteed, accom- 
panied by ſome of jb n was n 
out of oght; 1 4 

Margater: came bende to the op- 
preſſed Elwina, Who, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw 
her, fell upon her neck. Ohl my amia- 
ble friend, pity the augmented ſorrowy of 
Elwina, My father has left me; but HN] 
can I repeat his harſh command! Gin 1 
give up the faithful, noble Audley, who 
has given me ſo many repeated teſtimo- 
nies of affection, and receive into my 
breaſt a ſtranger? Percy is noble, but his 
the 3 virtues 
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virtues are tinctured with ſuch haughti- 
neſs of foul, that the humble , ſpirit of 
Elwina is cruſhed to the duſt before him. 
Inſtruct me how to keep my r invio- 
late to my father. 


Ah! n hin I pity thee: but be 
comforted, amiable offspring of a noble 
race; thy virtues, though oppreſſed, will 
yet ſhine forth reſplendent from the cloud 
ſorrow has thrown around thee. But let 

me caution the unſuſpecting ſoul of Elwi- 
na; be not, like the unhappy Margaret, 
the dupe of parental ambition. Viſit the 
wounded earl. Hoſpitality demands it 
of you, and by one interview let Audley 
| bs either — or nn, BW 5 
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na, err againſt my father? Will not wy 
1 be called in e ? 
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noble. Haſty he is, but a little patience, 
-— 
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and he will repent him of the ill he does 
your noble lover. Your' troubles will 
foon be ended, while mine muſt laſt for 

ever. EW | 


Ah! ROPE Gyn not ſo, cried the 
already ſoftened Elwina = 

1 will, my gentle friend, tell you why 
Margaret, on this fide heaven, can never 
hope ſor happineſs, Elwina being alt 
attention, Margaret thus began ;— : 


— of a noble e in 
Scotland. My father bore ſeveral offices 
of high truſt, and his buſineſs obliged 
him often to be at court. My mother, 
being bred in ſolitude, delighted more in 
the tranquil pleaſures of the mountains of 
of Renfrew, than in all the gaieties of 
Bruce's court. My father, whoſe ſole 
ſtudy was to pleaſe her, and whoſe only 
recreation the inſtruction of his children, 
never left us but when preſſing bulineſs | 
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tore him from our arms. At length he 
ſtaid longer than uſual, and by the time 
J attained the age of eighteen he ſcarce 
ever was at the caſtle. My mother often 
mourned his abſence to me, but carefully 
concealed her diſtreſs from every one elſe: 
my young ſiſter was taught to believe 
different cauſcs occaſioned his ſtay. By 
degrees an habitual melancholy. ſpread 
over me, and a natural iprightly diſpoſi- 
tion was totally changed. My mother 
never would tell even -me, that another 
attachment was the reaſon of my father's 
being eſtranged from us: A prey to her 
own afflictions, ſhe waſted away by flow | 
degrees, and I had the dreadful idea of 
47 lesen hourly before me. 


1 


7 5 evening, e hs her ſide, an 
unuſual noiſe i in the inner court attracted 
our attention. Her mind, ever fixed up- 
on the dear object of her affections, imme- 
diately ſuggeſted the idea of my father | 
being returned. Fly, Margaret, ſaid ſhe, 
meet thy father, and welcome him to 
Renfrew s 'N 
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Renfrew: tell him 1 id were I able 
to meet his fond embrace, ; 

« 1 ran to hy court. My father in- 
deed was there, but ſeemed dying ; ſup- 
ported on one ſide by a ſervant, on the 
other by the pale but elegant form of a 
ſtranger. My ſtrength failing, I fell upon 

my knees at his feet, and the power of. | 


articulation Was denied me. 


« Be A child, ſaid he, in a 
cold accent, which thrilled my blood with: 
horror, I am not much hurt. Pay your 
attention to my deliverer, he ſtands in 


Gratitude at that moment ſuffuſed 
my whole heart. I roſe, and advanced to 
the ſtranger, who quitting my father, and 

| kneeling gracefully before me, while re- 
verently he bent his head to the earth, 


* 


began: Pardon, lovely Margaret, the 
—_— of a ſtranger, whom nothing bury: 5 1 9 
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the immediate danger he is in ſhould oblige 
to confeſs, that for theſe. two months he 
has endeavoured, but in vain, to penetrate 
theſe walls, to obtain a ſight: of you. 
Chance directed me to ſave your father, 
and with my laſt breath expire before you, 
and gaze upon the form report * has 
Has 4.664 me to adore. 
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bis Gadd 8 ſo thoroughly 
diſconcerted me, that I could not anſwer. 
He had taken my hand; my father was 
retired to have his wound dreſſed, and the 
gallant youth fainted at my feet. This 
ſight rouſed my ſlumbering pity. My 
ſhrieks brought aſſiſtance, and after ſome 

| heſitation the ſurgeons pronounced he 
might recover. My father was led to the 
chamber of my mother, to whom he be- 
haved with the ſame coolnefs as to me. I 
went to her as ſoon as he retired, Mar- 
garet, ſaid ſhe, with an altered voice, I 
am going to leave you; your father has 
en the . blow to a life long en- 
dured 
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dured with pain. My dear girl will need 
an heroic ſpirit; may ſhe be endued with | 
all the fortitude her unhappy mother has 
ever needed! and be ſure to obey your 
father. Should his commands ever- prove 
harſh and rigid, remember the indulgence. 
I have ever ſhewn you, and believe ydu 
can only requite me by complying with 


; 


his: dictates. . Ro 


> She then reclined upon her an and 
with a figh TORRE” a POE life. 


%% My agonizing ſorrows ſoon cg 
all the domeſtics round me. My father 
ſent for me to his chamber, and the rug- 
ged diſpoſition he had of late put on was 
ſo far ſoftened, that a few tears ſtrayed * 
down his cheeks as he embraced me; but 
not perceiving my exhauſted ſtate,” 1 had 
ſlipped from his arins, had not the wound- 
ed ſtranger, who enquiring the reaſon of 
the tumult in the caſtle, forgot his wounds, . 
, _ and entered the apartment at the moment. 
| : 1 „„ | He: 
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He caught me, and ſupported me till re- 
turning ſenſe brought along with it a re- 
newal of my ſorrows. I looked at him, 
and :remembering his wounds, Ab! cried 
I, tranſported no doubt beyond my reaſon, 
vou all combine to deſtroy me; you neg- 
lect your wounds, and the wife and deli- 
vefer of Hubert will deſcend wogrther te to 
the grave. 


Ce My father, who . not that 
- forrow, cauſed this ſpeech, was much of- 
fended, and ordered me to be conducted 
tomy chamber. The firſt days of mourn- 
ing 1 ſpent alone; at length [ was per- 
mitted to attend my father, and heard 
that the brave Sir Arthur, his n. was 
9 recovered, - 

Wy To be nick, Elwina, many FR he 
bad full liberty, to entertain me, as my 
father regarded me but little; and he 
found me but too ready to nnen to his 
tender . 
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4 Young, and inexperienced in the 


world ; abandoned by my father, and no 


friend who cared ſufficiently for me to feel 


intereſted what became of me, the elegant 
Sir Arthur, with a ſoul replete with fenti- 


ment, ſoothed every care. If he faw my 


face bore but the leaſt mark of anxicty, 


he could not be eaſy till he knew the 


cauſe, and tried every effort to diſpel it. 


0 One day, unuſually oppreſſed, I 


ſought a ſolitary path; it led to the hal- 
lowed vault where my family lay entomb- 


ed, I knelt on the ſacred ſpot where my 


dear mother lay, and I invoked: her gen- 
tle ſpirit to infuſe into my heart patience 
and reſignation, Overpowered by fatigue, 


owing to a reſtleſs night, I ſunk into a 
peaceful flumber. on the cold earth which 


covered her dear * 


Sir Atthur; ever b opporta- 
nities to ſee me, traced my way, and 


found me in this ſituation, He feared 1 
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was fainting, but no ſooner did he ap- 


He raiſed my head on his knee; the 
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that preſented itſelf to my eyes was him, 
gazing at me with inexpreſſible delight. 
He gently raiſed me. Awake, my love 

my Margaret! ſaid he; ſleep not here. 
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„ He does, my love; nay 8 
firſt ſeal my pardon—1 have preſump- 


Margaeet will not croſs them. 


1 19 
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| proach, than he was more ſurpriſed at be- 
holding the tranquility of my ſlumbers. 


- « My father, Sir Arthur, does he wiſh 


motion wakened me, and the firſt object 


Friendſhip demands thy ſmiles : * 


tuouſty dared to tell him that I love his 
daughter; he did not bid me hope, but 
cauſed me to ſeck and bring you to his 
preſence 3 therefore, my fair, tell me, if 
Hubert meets my witſhes, tell me that 
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heart; it could not be ſuppreſſed, My 


but could not; my head dropped on the 
my love, ſaid he, delay not the happineſs 
know him not. 


« Sir Arthur led me into his preſence. 


mother was to awaken' in my boſom filial 


ſumed he, ſpeak with thy accuſtomed 


thority, the merit of Sir Arthur I could 
not Proceed, but * 7eh bid my face in 
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« Tumultuous joy ran through my 


father waiting to reſtore me his eſtranged 
affections, and to preſent me a lover wor- 
thy of my tenderneſs ! I eſſayed to ſpeak, 


ſhoulder of the tranſported knight. Come 


your father propoſes for us. Alas! we 


Margaret ſaid he, taking my hand, doſt 


thou love me? Love you, my father, 
(and I hid my face in his boſom) indeed T 


do.? The hourly taſk of my dear fainted 


love. And tell me then, my child, re- 


| frankneſs, doſt thou love Sir Arthur? 
Pardon me, father, ſaid J, heſitating as I 
ſpoke, if without the ſanction of your au- 
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his boſom, while the gallant knight on his 
knees took my "oy hand. 


ws It is nh ped my father, with a 
voice which at the bare recollection chills 
my blood with renewed horror, it is 
enough, unworthy girl! Were the ſhame 
thine alone I would abandon thee for 
ever, but I have the honour of my houſe 
at heart, therefore I command you to 
attend my ſteps z and if you regard my 
eternal anger, never while I have life be- 
hold again this knight, who, under the 
maſk of friendihip for the father, baſely 
betrays the affection of his daughter. | 
Then ſtamping with his foot, Grenl 
WI armed men entered, who inſtantly. ſeized 
aud difarmed Sir Arthur. Fortunate they 
| BÞ did, for his deſpair knew no bounds. He > 
| Wy __ conjured my father to hear him, but i in 
Voeain; he ordered him to be detained til! 

the morrow, and then ſuffered 1 to AP: Kg 
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1 « 1 ſtood all * time more dead . ; 
2 expecting every moment my ſen- 
tence. 10 


* 6 
* 


3 


4 


before my face. I knelt before him, 
filently awaiting death; but he was not ſo 
merciful, Diſobedient girl! ſaid he, I 


form thou canſt deviſe, the oath I have 


though every word was a dagger to my 
ſoul. 


« He then vouchſafed to raiſe me, and 
commanding me to veil myſelf, he led 
me to a horſe prepared for me, and ſet- 
ting me behind one of his knights, took 
the way from the mountains of Renfrew, 
Tears and fighs were all my relief z and 
every moment the voice, the form of Sir 
Arthur, was preſent to my vu 


my father would have me preſent at the 
diverſions upon that occaſion. 1 obeyed 
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tence. The ſword of Hubert glittered | 


adjure thee to repeat, in the moſt ſolemm 


juſt exacted. Alas! Elwina, what could 
I do? Pale and trembling I complied, 


* 
— 
So 
Ig 
4 
1's 
1 
8 
1 
"ix 
K 
Pg 
* 12 
54 
L * 
E 
* 
* 
BH 
0 
bs. # ©, 
1 
. 
* 
. 
5 * 


« We arrived ſoon at the court of 
Scone. Bruce was to be crowned,, and 


him, ; 
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him, but Heaven knows with how much 


reluctance. It was my ill fortune to at- 
tract the particular notice of the king. 


He ſingled me from the reſt, and ho- 
noured me with his hand at the ball. 
Had I not been prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
another, the perſon and particular aſſidui- 
ties of Bruce might not have been loſt 
upon me; but under theſe circumſtances 
I treated him with a mor yg cold- 


4 _ 


« My father, Who was intoxicated | 


with the honours paid me, fortunately 


perceived not my diſtreſs. A few days 
after, he came into my apartment, fol- 
lowed by the King. I roſe, ſurprized at 
this unexpected viſit. Margaret, ſaid my 
father, prepare yourſelf for the great ho- 


. , Hours that await you, Before I could an- 
{wer he left the room, and' my ſovereign 
was at my feet: I conjured him to rite, 


to hear me, to pity me. Amazed at my 
tears, and at the forrow which blinded 
* ; | my 
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my reaſon, he roſe, and conjured me to 
repoſe my oriefs in his bofom ; faithfully 
promiſing to uſe his utmolt influence with 
my father to make me happy. 


„The miſt of deſpair vaniſhed. I 
looked upon Bruce no longer as a tyrant 
ready to compel me to be his; I be- 
lieved the arbitrary lover was become 
the powerful friend I wanted. Under 
this notion I laid my heart open before 
him; I thought him ſoftened ; he muſed 
ſome time, at length taking both my 
hands, Amiable lady, ſaid he, fear not 
that I will ever receive the hand of Mar- 
garet, unleſs ſanctioned by her own con- 
ſent. I will protect you, but your un- 
happy paſſion, I traſt; reaſon and time 
will efface. Ah! Margaret, too credu- 
lous girl!! you have been deceived, and 
have made me a partner in Wenn ſorrous. 


* 
0 : f - # 


„ i 


80 Deceived, my lege! 
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« Yes, lovely and ill-fated maid z. that 


arch diſſembler, Sir Arthur, has not been 
fatisfied with practiſing upon the generous 
nature of his king, but muſt ſeek thee out 
in thy hoſpitable mountains, and render 


" thee a prey to poignant anguiſh. Almoſt 


better had it been if Hubert had fallen 
beneath the hands of the robber, than for 
his daughter to become the prey of an in- 


ſidious villain, _ 


00 I 3 view to ones his mean- 


; ing, which he did, not very fully, but 
contented himſelf with telling me chat Sir 
Arthur had been ſome time in his court, 


and had addreſſed a fair daughter of one 


of his barons; but being detected in ſome 
treaſonable practices he had fled the court, 


and taken refuge in our mountains, where 
it chanced that he ſhould ſave my father. 


« Much as 1 loved Sir Arthur, I could 


not vindicate him; the youthful king faw 
the emotions of my heart too plainly 


prey 
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| painted on. my face, and talkdog a reſptet- | 
ful leave, jeft me a prey to the ſevereſt re- 
gections I condemned myſelf for ſuffer- 
ing a ſtranger to pretend to love me, before 
knew whether he Was wont of encou- 


— 


ragement. n : 


6 My father came to my apartment, 
prepared 1 in what manner totreat me. He- 

was full of affectionate endearments, and 
in a diſtant manner hoped I had a becom- 
ing ſenſe of the king's condifcenſion. In 
ſhort, my dear ſricnd, for many days this 
behaviour laſted, and began almoſt to 
wiſh to fee the king ng; whoſe friendſhip _ 
ſo much Wan W eee 


* 


« At length he came. | Dejeftion fat 

on this face, and the arrogance with which! 
he uſually behaved, ſeemed entirely laid 
alide, I roſe at his approach. Be ſeated, 
madam, ſaid he; lay aſide all ceremony 
with me, who am your ſlave, not ſove-. 
reign. | He fat by me: I was diſtreſt ar 
"FO bis | 
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his melancholy, and intreated him to tell 
the cauſe. Ah! Margaret, faid he, the 
fear of loſing you is the. occaſion. Sir 
Arthur has followed you to Scone ; you 


will ſee him, and the voice of Jove will en- 


tirely efface the prejudices of reaſon. 


„No, I exclaimed with extreme ener- 


&y, he ſhall not triumph; I have heroiſin 


enough to caſt him from my heart. 


« And let me 1 madam— 7 

6 I: was ſilent at this 8 T; he : 
king preſſed for my anſwer, and, was upon 
his knees before me, holding both; my 
hands ; but I could not anſwer, till the 


door opening ſuddenly I ſaw my father, 


pale and exhauſted,, led in by two ſer- 


_ vants. 1 ſtarted up, a Tan Ms aſſiſt 


him. . Fit as 10 26 S101-1 St $7 > 
Ahl. my dene, ad the king, ha. 
4s. g | | 32-260 1-2. 901 2 36; 
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«< Sir--Ar--thur incoherently ex- 
claimed my father die by him! 


« My ſufferings now redoubled, and 
my hate ſeeming to Know no bounds, I 
no longer withdrew my hand from the 
king; and his care of my father made me 
ſpe him, 


« My father at length ſcemed a little re- 
vived, and looking upon me, with a voice 
of tenderneſs cried, Ah my dear daugh- 
ter, muſt I leave thee unprotected, among 
thoſe who ſo little are acquainted with 
thy merit ?—Yet there is one cireum- 
ſtance would ſweeten my dying moments, 
and I ſhould | no longer regret leaving 

thee. 5 


Name it, my . I am all obe · 


r. fe oh girl! cried he, receive then 
ſpeedily the offered honours of thy king. 
So her, Sir . as ſhe is. 
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A cold dew overſpread my face, as 
received the embrace of the enraptured 
monarch. My father begged to be leſt 
to his repoſe, but, before I left his cham- 
ber, made me promiſe to marry the king 
privately the next morning; and deſired 
me not to deny him this poor ſatisfaction, 
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Filled ſtill with reſentment againſt 
his murderer, l haſtily conſented; the king 
ſtaid till late, and left me, charmed at my 
*; compliance. Sleep that night fled my 
eyes, or if I chanced to ſlumber, my dying 
father was continually before me, in the 
moſt horrible ſhapes fancy could form. 
Morning brought till more horrors, and 
1 was adorned by my women as a victim | 


for ſacrifice. . 
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dy fitter would not be ſeen till 
the king arrived. Pleaſure ſparkled in 
his eyes; he was elegantly dreffed, nd 
attended by rr noblemen. 7 
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« My Gſter Elgiva, endowed with pe- 
netration beyond her years, arrived but. 
that morning. I told her all I had ſuf- 
fered, and ſhe conjured me to delay the 
marriage three days—but in vain—it was 
my father's wiſh, and I believed the only 
method left to drive Sir Arthur from my 
mind. In fine, the king led me to the 
chamber of Hubert, where his chaplain 
attended us, and joined our hands. 


Alfter the ceremony, Bruce approach- 
ed to embrace me. Every thing paſt oc- 
curred to my remembrance, and I fainged. 
Upon my recovery, I found myfelf in my 


own apartment, ſurrounded by my wo- 


men, and held up by the king and El- 
giva, Unconſcious what had happened, 
I effayed to riſe, but he prevented me. 
Compoſe yourſelf, my love, my dear 
Margaret; I will return to your father, 
and tell him you are reſtored to us. 


ce When he was gone, I recollected 


what had paſſed, and throwing myſelf 
F into 
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age * 
e 


into the arms of Elgiva, in a burſt of 
| tears, Oh! my ſiſter, cried I, compaſſionate 
me this once; this is the laſt effort of 
expiring tenderneſs, and all my future 
days ſhall be devoted to my huſband. A 
cold chill trembled through my frame, 
but exerting myſelf, and riſing, Come, 
Elgiva, ſaid I, let us ſeck the king. She 
led me to him; he was pleaſed at my 
coming, and cauſed me to be publicly 
acknowledged as his wife. 
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4 My father mended daily, and very 
foon was able to come to court as uſual; 
| tranquility ſeemed reſtored to my boiom, 
and I had argued myſelf into the belief 
that I had never loved Sir Arthur equal to 
Bruce. But one day, as the king was 
coming to my apartment, Sir Arthur, 
who had by ſome means got admittance 
into the anti-chamber, was ſeen by him: 
he accoſted him rather, roughly, and the 
knight being of a haughty ſpirit, they both 
drew. Alarmed by the noiſe, I ran to 


THE CASTLE OF MOWBRAY, 99 


the place. My hatred encreaſed, and I . 
called aloud for vengeance on Sir Arthur, 


and to aſſiſt my dear huſband. 


1 At this exclamation he dropped the 
point of his ſword, and the king ran to 


ſupport me, dying with terror. After 
gently chiding me for endangering 'my- 


| ſelf f much, he looked for Sir Arthur, 
but he was gone. I could not help being 


pleaſed at his eſcape, and more ſo, as 
Bruce never once reproached me with his 
coming: indeed his tenderneſs ſeemed to 


redouble. 


« A few days after, 1 was publicly | 


crowned at Scone, and the honours paid 


me ſerved to diſſipate for the time many 
_ unpleaſant thoughts. Several months 


paſſed away in a continual round of plea- 
{ures. | | 


One night, as I was waiting the 
_ king's return from a private concert, 1 
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was ; rold Elgiva v was das.” and no one 
could tell when or how ſhe went. I gave 
orders to ſeek her, and tat ruminating on 
the ſtrange accident, when the king came 
into the apartment, and ſecmed much diſ- 
concerted. He far down at a diſtance 
from me; I gazed at him. Will Mar- 
garet too abandon me, ſaid he, with de- 
ſpair in his face? Never, my lord, ex- 
claimed I, unleſs yourſelf ſhall calt me 
from you. 


I went to him: he embraced me. 
Margaret, ſaid he, I have not deſerved 
this goodneſs ; but I will no longer abuſe 
it. Know then, Sir Arthur never wrong- 
ed you 3 he is to this day faithful. 


„ Oh! Elwina, gueſs my ſituation at 
that moment. Am I berrayed ? Was all 
that I could exclaim. You are, ſaid my 
huſband, continuing his diſcourſe; your 
father was ſet upon the match, and per- 
ſuaded me to be governed by him; I 
| Tf ſtooped 
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— wer 
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ſtooped to diſſimulation, and a 
your ears with a tale of falſhood. The 
encounter, and the wound of your father, S. 
was equally groundleſs. Your obedience 
raiſed our hopes, - -and the event has juſ- 
| tied them, 
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6 1 Bruce! exclaimed ], how 
couldeſt thou thus praciile on the auff 
pecting heart of 1 innocence. 


* raffciently is Marga⸗ | 
ret, ſaid he, for Baliol's rebellion tri- 
umphs; your father, to ſecure his -honqurs, 
is fled to the conqueror, and carried El- 
giva with him, perhaps to facrifice her to 
his ambition, and either way ſecure his 
intereſt. Therefore you do not behold 
the huſband who, deceived you, but a 
baniſhed outcaſt, who has no en power 
to defend you. | 

2M He ceaſed. I weighed the matter 
for a few moments; my breaſt was all in 
2 F 3 1 A 
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a tumult, but at length duty and genes 
roſity triumphed. I went to the repentant, 
the forſaken Bruce; I threw myſelf into 
his arms; I will never, exclaimed I, for- 
get the duty I owe my huſband. Your 
preſent diſtreſs doubly claims my tender- 
neſs. Haſte, and fave me from your 
rival; J would not be obliged to him. 
Let us fly to the caſtle of Renfrew, The 
faithful mountains will deteft the ingra- 
titude of their lord, and defend their mo- 


narch till ſome happier moment. 


* 


% Amazed at my reſolution, the king 
could ſcarce believe that I ſpoke the ge- 
nuine dictates of my heart. We travelled 
all that night, with but few attendants, for 
fear of detection. We reſted during the 
day at ſome poor huts, but travelled again 
by night till we reached the mountains. 


« The poor vaſſals were rejoiced to 
ſee me, and one and all promiſed to guard 
the paſſages of the caſtle, and die in our 


defence. The emiſſaries of Bruce, mean 
# | time, 
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time, raiſed him an army, and concealed 

it near our caſtle. He took an affectionace 
leave of me, and put himſelf at their head. 
Iſtood at the caſtle gate till they were out 
of fight, A country-man accoſted me, 
and begged a private audience. I returned 

to the hall, and diſmiſſed my attendants, 
as I had at the caſtle laid aſide all royalty: 
I then defired him to make. his requeſt 
known, He ſeemed at a loſs, and helt- 
tated much. 
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_ « Obſerving him more cloſe, I knew 
him to be Sir Arthur. He ſaw I per- 
ceived the diſguiſe, and kneeling at my. 
feet begged my patience for a few mo- 
ments, I recovered myſelf, and told him 
that Bruce had already juſtified him, there- 
fore begged he would reflect that it would 
derogate from my honour to liſten to 
him, "I | 
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Stay, inflexible Margaret, ſaid he, 
Ray till I breathe my ſoul before you in 
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unchanged affection. Why do you envy 
me the poor ſatisfaction of loving you? 
I came but to prove my innocence z ſince 
I find you know that already, ſuffer me to 
repeat that nothing can ever eraſe your 
image from my heart. Although you 
doom me to eternal baniſhment; yet 1 
muſt, where? er I am, offer up devotions 
for your welfare, 1 muſt leave you, Mar- 
garet; I cannot bear to ſee you conſti- 
tute the -happincls of another. I would 
not— 
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£4 168 Rb his ſighs choaked his voice, 
and he buried his face in the folds of my 
robe. At that moment nothing was be- 
fore me but his deſpair. I raiſed him 
from the ground, and leaned upon his 
arm. Live, Sir Arthur, I exclaimed ; 
live, and believe that Margaret ever 
loved, I had nearly added; but my huſ- 
band occurred to my mind. I cauſed. 
Providence never forſook me, and par- 
ticularly guided me then. He waited the 


unfiniſhed ſentence, but! was ſilent. 
« Cruel 


— 
24. 


—— oo 


THE CASTLE or MOWBRAY. 105 


n 


Py 47 — 
rn RS 7 tow. FEES 
> 2 S Bot .* — — TO ws 
4 


Cruel woman, ſaid he; yet I muſt 
not Ame: you. 
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0 Indeed you muſt not, Sir Arthur. 
Did you know the pains. they took to de- 
ceive me, you would pity, not reproach 

me But all is paſt. Look upon me no 
more as that humble Margaret, who would 
with pleaſure have united her fate with 
thine, but reſpect me as the wife of Bruce. 
Farewell! 
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66 Stay yet a moment, cried he, 8 
ing my robe; repeat again, o oh! Marga- 
ret, that you once loved me; but do not 
ſay you love the king: 


Remember, noble knight, again re- 
member who 1 am. 1 Reaſon would 
prompt even thee to deſpiſe me, if ] re- 
ſpected not my huſband. I will never 

deny my former attachment, nor ceaſe to 
lament the fatal | deception, which cauſed, | 
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„ Saying theſe words, I haſtily left 
him; as I could no longer diſguiſe my 
feelings. He quickly retired from the 
caſtle, and left me a prey to the moſt 
lively ſorrows. Conjugal duty alone ſup- 
ported me through this ſevere trial, and 
awaited .the return of Bruce with impa- 
tience, ee to impart all that had 
22 to him. 
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lapſcd, when word was 

brought that Bruce had prevailed, and 

Baliol ſubmitted to him. I haſtened to 

attend him, and we met at Scone. My 

father was never heard of, and it was be- 

lieved he had privately withdrawn before 

the ſubmiſſion of Baliol. | 
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Soon as I could find a convenient 
ſeaſon, I acquainted him of the interview 
Sir Arthur had obtained. From that mo- 
ment he became gloomy and reſerved. I 
thought his recent misfortunes might have 
ae tay ts r length had every 

reaſon 
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reaſon to fear the loſs of his love, though 
he had not yet fixed upon another object. 
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« Things were in this ſtate, when your 
father's impriſonment became the topic of 
popular comment, I implored his re- 
leaſe, but was denied with anger, You, . 
my dear Elwina, then arrived; for you it. 
was reſerved to again captivate this fickle 
monarch. I was overpowered. with this- 
new misfortune. Many times I eſſayed 
to ſee him, but paſſed almoſt unnoticed, 
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«© The morning I met you in the gar- 
den, after we parted, to my aſtoniſhment: 
Sir Arthur came into the ſame walk. Start 
not, royal Margaret, faid he, obſerving 
my confuſion, nor avoid me; you do not 
behold in me a midnight robber of your 
honour, but ſtill I ſee diſtruſt; therefore 
know, that' by the permiſſion of 2 251 85 
himſelf ] am hben: n 
2 Zo FD 
+48 008 Beace L exclaimed. Ab! |< 2 ; 
new miſery is he preparing? What miſs; 
fortune are you to be the inſtrument of? 

F 6 | &« T he- 


* * 
2 5 OTE r EI . * 
5 9 e 2 2 4 "Rh \ 85 . r 2 5 * 
* © 2% 44 f wn WC n 2 . ? 


T n as!" 
2 2 3 SORT rs BY — * _ 2 . 
2 8 r _ 1 5 > ! : Li r R 1 
r het „„ e ; ee 8 N 1 : % e 
7 # Fn 8. 7% - < - 0642434 INT . „ ea) . 71 45 6 „ Ig) 
Cr N Brun 5 r ² ES IEEE AEST 
YC n A 4 — WEL». + a 1 OS 544-081 ; | = 2 A 


5 = 8 = IS 77s Dr 4 
— EIS 2 


108 Tu CASTLE or MOWBRAY. 


12 


* The greateſt that could befall you, 
en were my ſoul capable of ſo 
much baſeneſs. Bruce, I before told you, 
5 allowed of this interview; but how ſhall 1 
Ka add what he requires. It is, that far from 

royal dignity I bear the lovely Margaret, 
and baniſh both herſelf and me from Scot- 
land's coaſt. A new attachment blinds 

the wretched king; and as the virtue of 
his queen is pure, and unſullied as the new 
fallen ſnow, he cannot obtain a divorce 
without fome provocation. He ſent for 
me, and propoſed this hell- born ſcheme. 

Even now the horſes wait, the bark is fit- 
ting out, and upon this hour depends the 

fate of Margaret, 


© Ah! wretched woman, cried I, is 
this thy reward for filial and conjugal 
duty i ? Ah! cruel father, that by the 
moſt: premeditated artifices could deceive 
thy child ; and, cruel husband, who, for- 
getful of the ſacrifice, and unmindful of 
_e many hours, when miſery had worn 
thee 
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thee almoſt to deſperation, I threw aſide 
every thought of my own unhappi- 
neſs, ſoothed thy woe-worn foul, and 
huſhed it into calmneſs. Now whither 
ſhall I turn myſelf for ſhelter, when all 
join to perſecute the helpleſs wanderer? 
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« Moſt amiable of women, deign to 
liſten to thy true friend, I will myſelf 
brave the diſpleaſure of Bruce till to-mor- 
row; that day I truſt will effect the deli- 
very of my gallant friend, and the lovely 
Elwina: under the ſhelter of her virtues 
Margaret may receive honourable protec - 
tion. But beware, nor paſs the opportu- 
nity; think not that abſence from Elwina 
will regain thy husband's love. His hatred 
to thyſelf, as the bar to his new-born paſ- 
ſion, is too firmly rooted even for time to 
eradicate. | 
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„But, Sir Asche cried 1. interrupt- 
ing him, ſuppoſe me ſafe in the protection 
. Mowbray, will not Bruce bring even 
| 3 | "Bas 
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that as a plea againſt me? While on the 
ſame iſle as you, calumny will unlooſe her 
detracting tongue, and the fame of Mar- 
garet will be injured, - Better for her to 
periſh here, and carry unblemiſhed virtues 
to the tomb of Renfrew. 


„Ah! madam, were it ſo, even Ar- 
thur, though deprived of you, would ſigh 
the remainder of his days over the inurned 
aſhes of his queen in tranquil grief, and 
the remembrance of. her glorious death 
would inſpire his ſoul to emulation. But 
know, if Bruce ſuſpect: that I but waver, 
the laird of. Inverneſs, the creature of his 


= will, waits but his nod to bear thee off — 
WW > whither we cannot tell. Then haſte, O 


— 


Mlargaret, haſte to Mowbray walls, and 
ſtrive to regain that peace of mind you 
need; and do me the juſtice to believe, 
that I do not thus ſave thee to invade. thy 
future peace. Soon as I know thee ſafe, 
far from England, I hope thy happy reſi- 
dence, I will go, nor ever cauſe the virtu- 
ous Margaret a Pang by my preſence. 

cs { Thinks . 
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Think, Elwina, my various emotions. 

I wiſhed to ſpeak, to beg him to fave the 
life of Bruce, but he was gone. Various 
horrors by turns poſſeſſed me, and had I 
met my husband, probably the idea of his 
death might have wrung the ſecret from 
me. With beating heart I waited the 
event, but, O God, when I heard the tu- 
multuous uproar, I forgot every thing but 
the life of my husband. I ruſhed from 
my apartment; I beheld the king a pri- 
ſoner. Hoſtile ſpears almoſt impeded my 
paſſage; but, unmindful of my danger, - - 
ruſhed through them all, and in thy arms, 
Elwina, found the generofity and friend- 
ſhip J had been taught to expect. Lou 
know what has followed: From that in- 
ſtant I have never ſeen Sir Arthur, and 5 
though ] doubt not but he was among the 
number of our deliverers, yet, imine of 
his promiſe, he has never attempted to ſee 
me, and I am firmly aſſured he never will. 
What, therefore, have I to expect, but 


cory 1 n could alleviate my Fust, 
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nant. reflections, bus. the, goodneſs of El- 
wina.“ 


She ceaſed; and her lovely friend could 
only claſp her ro her boſom in return, and 
aſſure the unfortunate queen that ſhe would 
never ceaſe to ſympatiize-1 in her pains and 
pleaſures. 


--— 


— 


Then together they went to viſit the 
wounded earl, Percy no ſooner ſaw them, 
than, like a true lover, he felt a viſionary 
hope glide through his veins. Elwina 
enquired after his wounds, and heard that 
they were not at all dangerous, but would 
wire ſome time to heal. | 


A 8 


2 | Percy | was all tranſport; he wiſhed to 


bw 8 be able to throw himſelf at her feet, and 


thank her condeſcenſion ; but then he re- 
membered that probably he might be obli- 
ged to leave her, and rove an exile : he 
could not expect the king would overlook 
his having drawn his ſword upon his kinſ-. + 
man. | 
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man. This occaſioned him to ſigh, and 
look ſo altered, that the penetration of El- 
wina eaſily ſaw it. She intreated him to 
conceal nothing that might injure or re- 
tard his recovery. | 


Had it bing a ſecret of that magnitude 
that his life muſt have anſwered the diſ- 
cloſure, he could not have reliſted the ſoft 
perſuaſion of Elwina, He told her he had 
rather die, than give up the ſatisfa tion of 
ſceing the object of his love. 
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Mend that no more, my lord, faid 
ſhe; my obligations to you are of ſuck 4 
nature, that I ſhould ill requite vou FI 
did not intereſt myſelf in your. behalf. N 
influence, alas! is nothing, but J will yet 
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kneel before the royal Edward; I will re- | 
call the friendſhip with which our royal | 
princeſs honoured me, and conjure him 9 


2 Be bak 2 
3 


by her dear memory to forgive thee. 

Compoſe yourſelf, lord Percy, and be i 
0 aſſured of Elwina's warmeſt friendſhip, 55 
but ever © mention love again. 
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She left him ere he could reply, but his 
ſenſations were miſerable. His fair fabric 
of hope was beat down by diſappoint- 
ment; yet he thought time, aſſiduity, and 
ſome fortunate occurrence, might ſecure 
her to him. In theſe hopes he ſuffered 
the means uſed for his recovery; while 


Elwina, bent upon diſcharging the obli- 


gations of herſelf and father, prepared for 
the court which was then held at. t N otting- 
ham. 


Margaret accompanied her friend. They 
ſought the royal preſence, Elwina knelt 
| before the king; he raiſed her from the 
ground, and bid her ſpeak her ſuit, nor 
— from Edward a refuſal. | 


Bluſhing, We rota Bütg 5888 gallantly 
Percy had ſaved her father, and mentioned 


his encounter with Audley, but ſuppreſſed 


the cauſe. It is, my liege, for Percy that 


'T ſue: overcome and wounded, let him 


not feel the additional Pang of your 
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pleaſure. | The noble Audley, J am ſure, : 


forgives him; let not his king then he- 
ſitate. 


No, cried Edward, ſmiling, and preſ- 
ling the hand of his fair ſuitor; for El- 


wina's ſake Percy is fully pardoned: had 


had he attempted our life, inſtead of Aud- 
ley's, at her intreaty it ſhould be for- 


gotten, ; 


Edward ordered apartments for the fair 
friends, and inſiſted upon their partaking 
the next day of the chace, and a ball, 


which upon their account he would give. 


Next morning they were awakened by 
the chearful horn, and the king himſelf 


aſſiſted Elwina to mount her horſe. They 


had pleaſant ſport, and being diſperſed 
into ſeveral companies through the foreſt, 
it made a delightful ſcene; but the heart 


of Elwina was thrilled, when at a little diſ— 
tance ſhe lau Edric and his father, They, 


1 * | joined 
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joined the royal train, and Fitz Alwyn 
foon ſaw the king's attachment pom in 
his eyes. 


Ever ready to court the riſing ſun of 
proſperity, he paid the greateſt attentions: 
to Elwina; ſhe received them with a 
heart devoid of the leaſt rancour ; and 
although the fight of Edric made her 
tremble, yet ſhe diſſembled it, and would: 
not diſturb the ſatis faction of the court. 


The king, fearing ſhe might be fa- 
: tigued, ſhortened the chace, and led th m 
to a bower in the foreſt, where archers 
and merry men, dreſſed in green, ſerved 
up a plentiful rural dinner; after which 
they returned to the court, and the ball 
cloſed the day. The king danced with 
_ Elwina, and totally engraſſed her con- 
| verſation. 0 


Margaret ſaw plainly his love to her, 


and ſtrove, but in vain, to ſpeak to herr. 
18 1 
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At length they retired, and ſhe en- 
: quired when Elwina meant to return ts 
the caſtle ? | 


Soon, my dear friend; but the king 
may be offended if we leave court preci- 
Pitately. 


Ah! Elwina, my amiable friend, be- 
ware, or you are loſt, Cannot. you per- 
* ceivc that Edward lovcs you! e 


EMS my Fre wht org you miſtake; 
no, I aſſure _—_ 
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Tek is too Slain for any to miſtake; The 
whole court obſerves it. He is miſerable || 
if any one elle attends you, and if you re- 
pad lord RO,” bh this Lamas 
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To- morrow er we go, ſaid di 


| Aceordingly the next morning ſhe or- | 
fed her attendants to be ready, and 
- Bf © going 
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going to the king ſhe bade him adieu. 
He was ſurrounded with barons, therefore 


could not appeaſe her reſolution, and he 
ſuffered her to depart, with the intention 
of ſoon following her. 


Margaret rejoiced that they had ſo well 
ſucceeded, and hoped the repoſe of El- 
wina would be no longer diſturbed by his 


conduct. 


No ſooner did they reach the caſtle, 
than ſhe flew to acquaint the earl of the 
happy ſucceſs of her journey. He ſighed, 
as ſne told him how readily the king 
granted her requeſt. Ah! ſaid he, how 


much is my royal maſter miſtaken, He 
thinks he has conferred on me the height 


of happineſs, while I ſhall live only to 
feel new miſeries: he thinks too Elwina's 


peace depended on my life. 


My peace, my lord! Wherefore ſhould 


be conſtrue humanity and generous friend- 


A 20 r | 
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hip into a warmth, of paſſion prejudicial 
to my repoſe ? 

Ah! Elwina, interrupted he, how lit- 
tle do you think that the man whom your 
goodneſs has ſo recently faved, that even 
he ſhould ſtrike at the very root of your 
quiet. Your father permitted my addreſ- 
ſes, and I was determined to purſue them. 
The reception of Mowbray did not affect 
my paſſion, and underſtanding that Ed- 
ward had promiſed during ' his abſence to 
protect his daughter, I preferred my ſuit 
to him, and it was accepted. The king's 
conſent emboldened me to proceed, and 
| Audley has already felt my reſolution. 


Is he wounded, then? interrupted El- 
wina in her turn Ah! Audley | 


I fee, madam, cried Percy, and can- 
not help regretting, the emotion which 
the name of my rival occaſions. Wound- 

ed and vanquilted as I am, yet I cannot 
1 


* 
a 
* 0 
4 

55 


N * oy 
* ; 
x CER 
33 
a 8 
"rg 


323 „„ 


120 THE CASTLE. oF MOWBRAY, 


- give up my hopes of Elwina; and the 
man who pretends to her muſt firſt lay 


che head * Perey in the duſt. 


M$ 


Ah! Notthunberland: ſaid Elwina, 


have I then ſaved thy life perhaps to loſe 
my own? Ungenerous, cruel man! But 


my reſolves may be as firm as thine. Re- 


1 member then that the foe of Audley can 
de nought elſe to me. My father may en- 


force the commands of duty, and ſeparate 
us from each other, but Elwina could 


conform herſelf, although ſhe might re- 


pine; but ſhould Mowbray, unmindful 


of his daughter's happineſs, drag her to 
the altar, even before the holy fling would 


ſhe fall proſtrare, and beg of Heaven that 
protection which her worldly parent de- 
nied. This is what thou haſt to hope 
from me, therefore be careful not to expe- 


Tience fo mortifying a refuſal. 


11 


Percy would have anſwered, , but E1- 


wina had left him. He reſolved i in di- 


-. 


THE CASTLE OF MOWBRAY. 121 


guiſe to watch every motion of his inflexi- 
ble miſtreſs; and though upon reflection 


his native honour dictated to him that he 


ought to ceaſe from perſecuting her whoſe 
ae tions were another's, yet pride for- 


bade his yielding; and, hurried on by fate, 
he determined to leave nothing undone to 


facilitate the poſſeſſion of the prize he ſo . 


much eſteemed. 


1 flew to her friend. Oh! Mar- 


garet, cried ſhe, (emotion apparent thro? 


all her frame) no wonder poor Audley has 
not ſought me, ſince the unhappy dif- 
ference between him and Percy; alas! he 


18 wounded. 


Afflict not yourſelf, dear Elwina; he 


may be miſtaken, The ſoothing voice of 


friendſhip is balm to the diſtreſſed, and 
in a ſtate of incertitude, what we moſt 
ardently wiſh, we are inclined to hope. 
In this ſtate was Elwina. Some weeks 
had . and ſhe vet was in daily ex- 
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10 pectation of Audley, but» ſhe ſtill was 


miſtaken. 


hes morning, as ſhe was ſitting with 
the queen at the top of the caſtle, they 
ſaw a goodly party ride towards them. 
As they came near, the bugle horn ſound- 
ed, and Elwina diſcovered the king. Gra- 
cious heavens! exclaimed ſhe, behold Ed- 
ward; he comes to forward Percy's claim, 
and render me wretched. Their approach 
hindered Margaret's obſervation, but ſhe 
ſecretly - wiſhed he 18 have no worſe 
* 


The king alighted at the gate, where 
he was received by his fair hoſteſs. Ap- 
prehenſion and timidity added new graces 
to her form, and Edward was more en- 
raptured than ever. She acquitted herſelf 


Vith infinite grace in doing the honours of 


her caſtle. The king was more attentive 
to pleaſe her than ever; he requeſted per- 


| miſſion to walk with her in the wood- 
eee. 
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adjoining. She could nor refuſe, but re- 
lied on her friend's being always near her. 
Edward was delighted with the place, 
and mingled his praiſes with many com- 
pliments to the miſtreſs of the enchanting 
fcene. She heard him with downcaſt eyes, 
till raiſing them, ſhe perceived they were 
on the very * where GN * N 
fought. 


- Recalling to her memory the many 
diſagreeable hours it had coſt her, for the 
moment Elwina was almoſt abſent. She 
withdrew the hand Edward had held, and 
reclining upen Margaret, haſtened away 
from the fatal place. 


The king was amazed; he followed, 
and prelted to know the occaſion of her 
diſtreſs. Again he took her hand. 


Inſtantly recollecting herſelf, ſhe W 

led, and begged his excuſe for a moment- 

ary indiſpoſition, but added, if he * 
1 would return. 


G2 „ 
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3 The enamoured monarch inſtantly ac- 
quieſced, but made her promiſe again to 
accompany him ere he left the caſtle. 


Turning out of the wood, a voice 

faintly exclaimed, Alas! Elwina. She 
turned: the perturbation of her mind 
almoſt deprived her of ſenſe. Did ye all 

hear? ſaid ſhe—who could it be? 


The attendants ſearched the place, but 
nin vain: ſhe was ſome time before the 
| _ impreſſion was effaced. However, invi- 
gorated by Margaret's welcome council, 

ſhe compoſed herſelf ſufficiently to do the 
- honours of a ſplendid entertainment; 

which ended, ſhe retired with her friend 

to comment on the event of the morn- 


ing. 


They could neither of chem draw any 
juſt concluſion, but reſolved to be much 
on their guard. 


The 
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The king and his barons ſoon inter- 
rupted them, and the earl of Warwick 
introduced the king's intended marriage 
with the neice of the count of Provence; 
telling Elwina,- ſhe muſt not then refuſe 
to come to the court, and introduce her 
friend. This was his grand aim; he 
wiſhed Elwina not to buoyed up with the 
notion of being queen; and likewiſe 
hoped, by ſome lucky event, to ſeparate 
her from Margaret, whoſe penetration 
they dreaded. If time had been allowed, 
their machinations might have had ſome 
effect, but the impetuofity of Edward 
rendered all the deep- laid plans of War- 
wick of no effect. | 


In the evening they again went to the 
wood. The king requeſted Elwina to 
ſing. Ever ready to oblige, ſhe com- 
plied. She choſe a ſong pathetic and 
_ melancholy : it ſuited her preſent feel- 
ings. Every one was pleaſed z and ſhe 
felt a tranſient gleam of it herſelf, as hav- 

„ bs ing 
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ing been the inſtrument of adminiſtering 
pleaſure to others. According to a 
| ſcheme of Warwick's, engaging Marga- 
ret in a ſubtile diſcourſe, he detached her 
from her friend, who was the leſs uneaſy, 
as ſhe had ſo recently heard of the ed 8 


engagement. 


Being now alone, Edward talked to 
her of her father, and the honours he in- 
tended for him at his return: he then by 
degrees ſpoke of Percy, and her attach- 
ment bo him. 


| The heart of Elwina was extended by 
= the affection the king expreſſed for her 
WO father, and forgetting it might be aſſumed, 
me told him plainly how extremely un- 
happy the ill-placed paſſion of Percy had 
made her. 


Aſtoniſhment! cried the king—was it 
not the Elwina, tremblingly anxious for 
her beloved Percy, that pleaded ſo warm- 
5 for his ad ? 


Deer a — 3 a os are 9 


No, ; 
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No, fire, ſaid ſhe—gratitude alone in- 
duced me; nor need I repeat to you the 
obligations we were under to Northum- 
berland. 


Perhaps then, ſaid the king, with 4 
foftened voice, my ſweet girl rates” ano- 


ther—Oh ! might I direct her choice. 


Elwina was ſilent, It was eaſy to tell 
her diſlike to Percy, but ſhe could not ſo 
well own her regard for Audley.. Be- 
ſides, he was firſt couſin to Edward, and 
he might think it preſumption in | her to 
aſpire to his kindred, 


The king, always flattered, and accul- 
tomed to hear his praiſes from every one 
that ſurrounded the court, interpreted her 
confuſion to his own advantage; and ere 
Elwina could recover ſollicicar to anſwer, 
Edward was upon his knees before her, 
holding both her hands, and waiting for 
her to ſpeak, 1 . 

G 4 5 Still 
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still more ſurpriſed, ſhe endeavoured 
to riſe, but he hindered her. 


What do you mean? cried ſhe, 


"Ag adore you, Elwina. 
* 
She nbw faw, but too law that by 


being alone The had drawn herſelf into the 
ſituation Margaret had forelaw, 


Me! cried ſhe—impoſſible! You do not 
mean—the lady of Provence, She could 
ſpeak only theſe unconnected ſentences, 
and looked around, but in vain, for her 
company. 


Oh! Elwina, beloved of my heart, 
bring not to memory my deteſted mar- 
riage; it was to ſerve my people: but 
here, on this dear hand, I vow eternal 


* 


conſtancy. 


Horror painted the face of Elwina. Is 


this the protection you offered the daugh- 
der 


— 
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ter of Mowbray ? Is the father's riches to 
be purchaſed by the ſhame of his child ? 
Leave me, I conjure you, inftantly. 


Never, dear Elwina ; the ſweet confu- 
ſion which aſſures me of thy affection, will 
not ſuffer me to deprive myſelf ſo Joon of - 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you. 


Affection for you! Heavens! my liege, 
what do you mean? My humble ideas 


could never preſume ſo high. But I will 
hope you only meant to try the virtue you 


are pledged to protect, 


Away with this coyneſs, Elwina, ſaid 
the king; I love you, and I am never to 
be trifled with: then catching hold of her 


round the waiſt, ſhe ſtarted from her ſeat 


with uncommon exertion. By the — 


mory .of my dear fainted friend, your. ; 
once beloved princeſs, I conjure. you'ro + i 


deſiſt, nor longer injure her remem- 


brance by addreſſes that muſt reflect an 


eternal diſgrace upon us both. + Wh 


3 „ | Idle : | 
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Idle evaſions 1 cried the king 3 z 1 wil 15 
have none of them. | 


Elwina firuggled to get looſe 3 the 
ſhrieked for aſſiſtance; the pitying eye of 


Providence beheld the purity of her heart, 


and ſent a reſcue from whence the leaſt 
Oy it. | 


6 


The leaves ſuddenly ruſtled, and cloſe 


from behind them advanced Audley. But 


| 5 i r faid the king, quitting 
F ie trembling Elwina, who bid thee in- 
rrude * What right 


. 
* 


ah ! how altered no longer the hand- 


ſome, noble-looking Audley, but pale, 
| emaciated, as if miſery had indeed marked 
E wigs for her moe ſon. 
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Hold, gte, ied he; is . not © ſuch 


| e innocence. 
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will induce a man of honour to protect 
the diſtreſſed. 


Be gone, 8 intruder | cried Ht 
ward, furiouſly unſheathing his ſword. 


The terrified Elaing 1 her trem· 5 
bling ſteps towards Audley, and fell into: 
his out-ſtretched arms, SR 


I am not capable, . ſaid the almoſt ex- 
hauſted Audley, of contending with, you. 
upon equal terms, but another time you 
will find me ready. This violation of the 
rights of hoſpitality, has placed thee upon _ 
an equal footing with the baſe plunderer: 1 
of his neighbour” s lands. 3235 


a By Heaven! 1 the king, I will not” f 
bear this inſult: yield her, or die. . 


Never will I yield her. Unaraed and 
defenceleſs, I yet do not fear thy rage, 
but as it may affect this dear fright  _ 


8 * 
2 e 8 


maid. | 
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EAeard, impelled only by his paſſion, . 
and regardleſs of the ſteady virtue of Aud- 
ley, or the death-like features of Elwina, 
Was ruſhing forward with determined pur- 
pole, when before him, like the arm of 
Providence to arreſt his purpoſe, ſtood 
Ferey. His ſword was in his hand, and 
c fury of his countenance plainly ſhewed 
he had heard their diſcourſe. 


: Turn e, deer! cried the bende 
| Northumberland, The emergency of the 
dE a me of my allegiance. 


Ab f aid the king, Reppiog beck this 
Was no doubt concerted; but no matter 


Ard! the ir 833 of helpleſs innocence! 
and know, that a Percy never yet was 
afraid to ſpeak honeſtly to his Bs: 


- Without replying, Eawrd aſſaulted 


= kim. The noiſe” of their fighting cauſed- 
Eluina . 
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Elwina to ſwoon. Audley could ſcarce 
ſupport, yet feared to leave her; but for- 
tunately the diſperſed attendants aſſembled? * 
at the claſhing of ſwords. Warwick, 
directed by Audley, flew to part the com- 
batants; and Margaret, quick in thought 
and execution, made their attendants con- 
vey the ſenſeleſs Elwina to the caſtle, while 
others led the exhauſted Audley, War- 
wick ſucceeded in parting the combatants: | 
Ed ward's regard for his character would 
not ſuffer him to detain Percy, but caſting 
upon him a look of rage, Northumber- 
land, ſaid he, come not into ha pre- 
ſence. . A 


* 
9 — 
2 © * * EY s 
> 4 by 7 


Percy ſmiled, bowed, and Stettec That 
ſmile almoſt rendered Edward i 43 
he returned to the caſtle, 5 


Margaret n met him at the gate; ſhe of = 
fected ſurpriſe at the ſcene ſhe had lately |} 
_ witneſſed, though from Audley- ſhe had | 


3 learnt the cauſe. 4 
Tbe I 
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The king evaded her queſtions, but 
could not ſee Elwina, nor could he learn 
whether Audley was there; for, all his 
attendants being ft at he caſtle, they 
had not an opportunity of ſatisfying his 
enquiries ; and ner's were too much de- 
voted to their miſtreſs, to do otherwiſe 
"_ Margaret had required of them. 

Y 

BY ava, diſappointed, aſhamed, and 
contemned, aſſembled his followers, and 
immediately left the caſtle, by the advice 
of Warwick, who promiſed to deviſe 
x ſome other expedient. | 


T0 return to Elwina.—After many in- 
effectual efforts for her recovery, The at 
length opened her eyes, and beheld. Aud- 

ley kneeling over her, with deſpair in his- 
countenance, his hands claſped, and the 
tears of bitter anguiſh trembling in his 
eyes. She looked at him. Pleaſure for 
the moment overſpread her face. Aud- 

Jef! ſhe ſighed, * fel 3 his ſhoul- 
der. 
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der. A friendly ſhower of tears came - 
to her relief, and ſhe quickly recovered a 
ſenſe of what had * 


N rgaret explained to her the happy 
"Me f the combat, and they could not 

enough admire the noble ſpirit of Percy, 
who ſeemed at that moment to have for- 
got that he ever had a rival. 


Margaret then adverted to Audley- 8 
* 3 and he accounted for it, by ſay- 
, that in his rencounter with Percy 
: Kg nd a wound, which Mowbray's 
treatment of him had cauſed him to neg- 
leR, till loſs of blood rendering him un- 
able to proceed, a peafant in the neigh- 
bourhood charitably relieved, and con- 
cealed him in his cottage. 


The fear 8 you, my Etwina, had 

not been proof againſt the commands of 

a parent, and the ſuggeſtions of gratitude, 
; has reduced me to the weak ſtate in 


4 7M which you now behold me. 


A friend, 
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A friend, to whom my retreat was 
known, informed me of your journey, 
and the efect it had taken on Edward. 
I never regretted ſo much the not being 
able to walk as then, that I might warn 
you of your danger. "TT 


At length, hearing that Edward was 
at the caſtle, I was determined to try 
every means to warn you of the danger- 
ous precipice on which you ſtood. 


With pain and difficulty I reached the 
wood. I ſaw the king, with all the 
warmth of tranſport glowing in his eyes, 
earneſtly diſcourſing with you; I ſaw my 
Elwina ſmile, and not on me. You 
ſeemed to liſten pleaſed to the deſtroyer 

| of my peace. I would, if ſtrength had 
| not been denied me, have flung myſelf. 
before you. I called out, Beware! El- 
wina—the bluſh of ſurpriſe ſucceeded the 
ſmile of fatisfation—thoſe that ſearched 
the wood found and knew me, I begged 
them 
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them to conceal that 1 was there; 4 1 
the king knew it, I ſhould incur his dif- 


pleaſure, 


The domeſtics of Mowbray copied not 
their maſter: they loved, and obeyed 
me. * 


Without power or inclination to leave 
the wood, like an exiled ſpirit wandefing 
between earth and heaven, I remained, 
till evening brought you back to fill me 
with freſh inquietude. How can I ex- 
preſs my joy, when I ſaw your averſion. 
to the careſſes of Edward! - And I ſhall 
ever rejoice while I remember I helped to 
ſave thee from his lawleſs power. 


I knew, I knew, cried Elwina, (hold- 
ing out her hand to Audley, and turning 
to Margaret) I ever believed my father 
deceived, and Audley the moſt generous: | 
of mankind, I might, and call Heaven to 
witneſs, I would, ſacrifice my own peace, 

10 
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to ſatisfy the caprice of Mowbray, * 
never, Henry, will I trifle with thine l, 


Audley would have replied, but they 
were interrupted by Percy, * ruſhed 
haſtily into the room. 


Elwina turned pale, and caught hold 
of her Henry, fearing ſome outrage from 
the fiery ſpirit of his rival. 


Elwina, faid he, fear not; Audley is. 
not in a condition to diſpute with me, and 


Percy ſcorns an advantage over a defence- 


leſs foe. I have proved him brave, and 
worthy of thy love; yet will not yield 
thee. Another ſeaſon fortune muſt decide 
—at preſent we have no time to loſe, 
Aſſiſt me, noble Audley, to preſerve El- 
wina. Even now, deep in the embow- 
- ring wood, the crafty Warwick hides a 

Choſen band of horſe, and ſoon. as the caſ-, 
tle watch has gone their midnight round, 


5 by a ſccret path he will conduct them #0 - 


I 
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defenceleſs gates. Under cover of the 
dark I rode with them, and learnt their 
deſtination. Haſte then, Elwina, let us 
convey thee to the woods of Carnarvan : 
deep in their recels, a friendly manſion 
will receive and hide you. The good Sir 
Owen, an ancient warrior, Pcrcy's long- 
tried friend, will guard. ye with his life. 


Noble rival, cried the tranſported Aud- 
ley, would I were able to attend your 
flight; but no matter to the generous 
Northumberland .I dare truſt Elwina. 
Without delay or ſcruple they threw 
round them long ſoldiers cloaks Percy 
had provided, and put on hats likewiſe, 
which he drew down ta hide their faces, . 


Audley tenderly embraced Eluina, and 
promiſed, as ſoon as able to travel, he 
would accompany Percy to ſee her. 


2 ppey could ſcarce contain e at 
3 this tender farewell, and ſnatch- 
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ing the hand of Elwina, told her time 
moved faſt. They took horſe at a private 
door of the caſtle, and travelled with the 
utmoſt ſpeed, to OE the Tucceſs of a 
e | 


Aucdley, unable to leave the caſtle, con- 

ſented to go into a bed the domeſtics led 
him to: it was that occupied lately by 

Elwina, 8 7? e 


Soon as the midnight watch was paſt, 
he heard the ſteps of ſeveral in the paſſage. 
More than ever he bleſt the. Previdence- 
that had ſent Percy to ſave Elwina. The 

door opened; Warwick and another en- 
\ tered; the FO out of od ſtaid at. 


* 3 the bed, he threw back 
the curtain; but the emotion of his mind, 
at the diſappointment of his hopes,” were 

N 1 OY 


| 2 
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Audley roſe, and. calmly l his 
buſineſs, and why, at that late hour, like 
a murdering aſſaſſin, he entered that caſ- 
tle, whoſe inhabitant ought to command = 
is veneration ang protection??? 


Rage, diſappointment, and ſurpriſe, had 
hitherto kept Warwick ſilent. At 5 ; 
.he cauld only ſay, Elwina 


Is not here, 3 Aud ley. Safe the 
thy lawleſs arts the lovely maid is ſhel- | 
tered, nor will it be ataſk ſo eaſy to re- 
gain her. For you, my lord, expect ere 
long the thanks united, of Audley, Percy, 
and of Mowbray. Tour zeal ſhall be re- 
membered, and the lateſt times ſhall cele- 
brate thy wendrous friendſhip. 


Diſconcerted, and ſtung by the reproa- | 
ches of Audley, without replying one 
word, Warwick quitted the apartment; 
but he was to meet more mortifications. 
The eee the a were alarmed, 

and 


/ 
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and arming themſelves with the firſt of⸗ 
fenſive weapons they could find, aſſaulted 
the diſpirited Warwick and his followers. 
The earl received ſeveral wounds, and loſt 
ſome * his adherents. | 


Foiled and wounded, he appeared be- 
fore his maſter, whoſe rage almoſt knew 
no bounds. He vowed to recover Elwi- 
na, if it coſt his life, and upbraided War- 
wick for not ſuffering him to lay his 
crown, as well as himſelf, at her feet. 


Elwina, unconſcious of the tumult ſhe 
had anew- occafioned, and the honours 
. ready for h. acceptance, had, through 
the conduct and care of Percy, found an 
aſylum. Aſter about half a day's journey 
through the majeſtic foreſt of Carnarvon, 
they arrived at the hoſpitable manſion of 


Sir Owen. It roſe among the lofty trees; 


and its ivy-crowned battlements ſeemed 


to ſtrive to hide it from the prying eye 
of curioſity, The caſements were cover- 
"= e f 8 ed 
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ed with ivy, intermingled with wdod- 
dines; and their Gothic form En 
their antiquity. 


No ſooner was the horn ſounded to an- 
nounce the arrival of travellers, than the 
hoſpitable doors flew open, and ſeveral 
domeſtics, grown venerable ' with their 
reſpectable maſter, appeared, to offer 
them every hoſpitality the houſe could 
afford, or "Oy reqiliog< 


Sir Owen himſelf ſoon came to bid 
them welcome. He was overjeyed at 
the ſight of his admired Perey, but was 
ſtruck with amazement to ſee him afſi 
the ladies in freeing themſelves from t ir 
A * „ «ĩ . 


In a few words he was de with 


what had paſſed, and warmly TUE - 
himſelf to their intereſt. 


Weigand, fearful 1 lace 
might, occaſion diſtruſt, took a haſty 


leave. 
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1 lehre. Margaret and Elwina, by their 
good friend's advice, clothed themſelves 

in ruſtic habits, and generally wore veils, 

as if to ſhade the ſun. 
| The go0d Sir Owen ſtrove, by every 
means in his power, to ſerve and amuſe 
chem. He made frequent parties of hunt- 
207 i and they paſſed for his neices. 


| 1 5 morning. as Dew, were ding 

through the foreſt, they -perceived at a 

diſtance a party of horſe, They ſtrove 

to avoid them, but at every turning, they 

: conſtantly met. Provoked at this, as 
they imagined, .concerted rencounter, 

Margaret, who never at proper periods 
| forgot her dignity, called” to a ſervant, 
and ordered him to direct thoſe trayel- 
lers, who, had certainly loſt their road, 
| "and. only lowed ,1 them to learn the 
. 
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| : At 3 her peremptory diſcourſe, 
ay turned, and rode off; but one, who 
PETS ſeemed 
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emed the chief, dropped a cafe, which 
was preſented to Elwina. 


She looked at it, and ſmiled. This, 
my friend, is an image which Audley. 
might almoſt fear to truſt me with. She 
offered ir to Margaret, who immediately | 


changed colour. Elwina, faid ſhe, ſome 
dæmon to repoſe has brought this image 


to my view: behold the picture of Sir 


Arthur. Oh! how hard is the conflict 
of duty, combated by love !—Yet virtue 
| ſhall triumph — take it from my ſight. 
Yet, hold! will keep it: it ſhall be my 


monitor. Whenever I look on it 1 in 


 renjeqaber 12 husband. 


| They retur urned to ah hall. Melan- 
choly yet marked the countenance of 


Margaret, nor could the joint efforts of 


her kind friend and chearful hoſt diſpel 
it. She went no more to the foreſt, as 


if ſhe dreaded to meet again the 3 of 15 


ber unhappy paſſion. 
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A few days after, Elwina was informed 
a pilgrim ſolicited her charity. She ha- 


ſtened to the gate, and tendered him 


relief; he bowed, and accepted her alms, 
and turning from the gate, uttered, I am 


ſatisfied Another view convinced her 
it was Edric, the diſturber of 1 firſt 
"days of chearfulneſs. ns,” 


© Diſmayed, the ſought Sir Owen, walk 


ing in his beautiful garden, the work of 
his younger days. He was conterplat- 


5 


ing the many happy years he had ſpent in 
his native foreſts, and how few misfor- 


tunes had interrupted the courſe of them. 
He preſently ſaw that ſomething uncom-, 
mon had happened, and the terrified El- 
wina could ſcarce tell him what had 


paſſed. 


He rene Fear not, my 
- child, this humble roof cannot protect 
thee, ſhould rude force aſſail thy ſteps ; 


but * Owen has his friends, warm in. 
their | 


ſenger to her father, which ſhe did, 


F 


; blood to ſerve him. Depend upon 1 


quickly mounting the horſes provided for 
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their. an who vill pill their 


Edric is the royal ſpy: we muſt be gone” 
this pight 
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The news 83 to rouſe the ph 
of the unhappy Margaret, She inveighed 
bitterly againſt the rancour of their fate, 
and conjured Elwina to diſpatch a mel- 


n —— 
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ES 


When night arrived, Sir Owen con- 
ducted them to a beautiful vale, where 
leaving them with honeſt people, he pur- 
ſued his journey * promiſing ſoon to 
return. 5 | 
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1 never - firmed, till he came to oat 
ſure them of a proper retreatz when 
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on they ſet off. 1 
19 the a they paſſed heit 


late hoſpitable manſion: it was deſolate. 
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No lager the door flew open to greet the 
weary traveller, and offer him a comfort- 
able ſhelter from the loud chilling blaſts 


| of the winter's wind: forlorn and tenant- 


* ſtood the hall of Sir Owen. 


Alas! exclaimed Margaret, when no 
longer ſhe could ſee the beloved retreat, 
why Sir Owen muſt you abandon your 
native foreſts ? Suffice it that we, unhap- 
py. women, perſecuted by our cruel for- 
tune, ſhould through your intereſt find an 
aſylum, without driving you from thoſe, 
whoſe misfortunes LING want your furcher 
aid. | 

Pardon me, anſwered Sir Owen, that 
1 am obliged to diſobey you: as long as 
you need a protector, I will not leave 
vou. Why ſhould the abandoning theſe 
_ foreſts be placed in competition with ren- 
dering you ſervice? Let me be inſtru- 
mental in reſtoring your loſt happineſs, 


well pleaſed ſhall I then return to my na- 
tive 
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tive \farefts, and repair at my leiſure 


whatever innovations may have happen- 


Finding him inflexible in determining 
to follow their fortunes, Margaret turned 
her wiſhes for his abſence into expreſſions 
of gratitude for his unexampled friend- 

ſhip. 466 Ve Bin 
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At length, after travelling the moun- 
tains ſome days, which, being unuſed to, 
fatigued them much, they arrived at * 
caſtle of Llewellyn. | 
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To this prince and his wife, Sir Owen 
introduced the fair fugitives; and in a few 
words let them know their misfortunes. - 


Warm in their attachments, and equally 
ſo in their reſentments, they eſpouſed the 
intereſt of Elwina againſt Edward, whom 
| they wer hated. - 


"io 


He: The 
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The Princeſs led them to an apartment 
contiguous to her own, and took all ima- 
ginable care of them. ; 


_ Elwina was alt impatience to ſee her 
Henry, and begged Sir Owen to ſend any 
one he could rely on to the hall, to dire 
- his ſearch in caſe he ſhould ſeek her 


there. 


He readily promiſed, and for a day or 
two ſhe partook all the pleaſures of Lle- 
wellyn's court : but her gaiety was ſoon 
ſtopped. Sir Owen informed her, that 
Edward, through the means of Edric, 
having heard her retreat, had privately 
fent Warwick to. ſearch the - * woods of 
Carnarvon. 


Foiled again in his purſuit, his unſuc- 
ceſsful return had beyond meaſure incen- 
fed the king, who immediately led his 
troops towards the foreſts; for, having 


before n war * the prince of 
| Wales, 
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Wales, he only waited opportunity to to * 
upon him. 


Diſmayed at this intelligence, Elwina 

beſought Sir Owen to go to Llewellyn, 
and perſuade him to haſte with his jub- 
miſſion to appeaſe the haughty Edward, 
and contrive ſome means for chern to 


eſcape 1 mean while, 


The prince had 1 pride as Well as Ed- 
ward; he was almoſt piqued at the ſug- 
geſtion, and aſſured Elwina his brave ſub- 
jects could defend her againſt all the power 
of Edward. His anceſtors had been ſub- 
ject many years to an injurious tribute, 
-which it was reſerved for him to free his 
people from. He alone had the courage 
to refuſe paying it; and Edward admired 
his bravery too much to compel him, till 
Elwina revived the memory of the of- 
_ fence, 


Happy of a favourable pretext, 15 in⸗ 
ſtantly. levied troops, and Planned the con- 
H 4 queſt 
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queſt of thoſe hitherto inacceſſible moun- 
tains. 


| Had Llewellyn followed advice, ſent 
Elwina out of his dominions, and ſub- 
mitted to Edward, the expiring embers of 
Cambrian liberty might have ſurvived a 
little longer; but, full of the ancient pro- 
phecies, which foretold that a prince of 
their country ſhould ride crowned through 
London, he held in idea Edward con- 
Ons + and 1 England ee 


. "To 8 theſe ſuggeſtions, i in- every 
Ikirmiſh upon the frontiers his parties had 
the advantage, and he confidently told 
- Elwina, Edward would. not. dare attack 
| "him, 71 


1 Margaret ſhook Ml head at tf weak an 
idea: the event proved ſhe had too good | 
reaſon to diſtruſt. 


Elwina trembled at his obſtinacy, and | 
in vain diſſuaded bim from his purpoſe. 
. 


— 
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He was. reſplute mot to wait for his ene- 
mies, but drew up his troops in order of 
Dn before the 2 | 


The ladies e ot Tbe plett 
of liberty flew through every rank, and 
with loud clamours they intreated their 
prince to 1 them againſt nn of 
Edward. 


9 * 


ws? & 


kiſſing the hands of Elwina and Marga- 


ret, he ſprung lightly into his ſaddle. * 


The warlike muſic echoed-from:the.neighs 
bouring rocks, and :the proud ſteeds ſeem- 
ed inſpired by the enthuſiaſtic flame of 


a to = 9 


8 „be ladies ſtood: ane were out of 
ſight, and then returned to the caſtle, of 
which Sir Owen was made governor. A 
” fatal * to wks over * 


The brave warriar endete not twice 
deſiring, but embracing his wife, and 


their maſters, and ſeconded their N 
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and Elwina feared that each ſhot hight 
|. Carry death to her Henry, or her friend. 


In a ſtate of ſuſpence they remained, 
till ſome days after, when a meſſenger 
from the prince arrived, to tell them that 
he had ſtill the advantage; that the troops 
of Edward were harraſſed, and murmur- 
red; and that the next day he hoped to 
be a decided conqueror, as he was on the 
march to attack mem 


| 0 57 of anxious VILE and wembl ing 
b s Each ſucceeding morn did 
the wife of Llewellyn aſcend the battle- 
ments, and caſt a look of expectation on 
the mountains over which the news muſt 
come. At length ſhe eſpied ſome troops, 
in martial array advancing: She haſtily 
called. Margaret. See, my lovely friend, 
cried ſhe, (her boſom. fluttering with plea- 
ſure) behold the conquering. Llewellyn 
Haſte, my attendants, let alk prepate to 
receive bim; Wwe * enjoy * | 
Hun, | * £4 ls: 
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tains in liberty, and lateſt times ſhall call 
him the deliverer of his country; 


The queen of Scotland had in vain 


Jooked for the ſpirited Weer. a 


and their victorious ſtandard. 


With a low pace a ſmall number pre- 


ceded the troops, carrying a Kind of 
litter. Alas! cried ſhe, ſome chief of 


note is fallen, and his faithful friends haves bl 


bravely ſaved his remains from the com- 
mon fate. | | 


f 


"Fatal conviition ſeemed to wr ſtruck 


the unhappy princeſs : no more ſhe ſpoke 


of Llewellyn, but filently taking the hand 
: of Margaret, deſcended. from the battle- 


ments. . 


— 


Ain tio and 1 3] 


A 


They dener A contact i was 
heard, and the name of Llewellyn was 


| WIE 8 the courte. 
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She enquired if he were come? All 
ſtood ſurpriſed, but none dare tell her, 
nor prevent her eagerly flying to the place. 


— 


1's 
$41 


F P Ts my husband here? cried ſhe, ad- | 
| wvancing to the throng. He is, anſwered 
an officer, but * muſt not ſee him. 


Nothing mal hinder me, cried ſhe, 
ruſhing through them; I will embrace 
him: he will recover 


- 


"She ſtooped—but oh! a headleſs, bloody 
corpſe appeared. She caſt to heaven a 


look of mournful anguiſh, and ſunk upon 
her husband's body. 


The We end Nil and 
ſtrove to comfort her; Margaret and 
Elwina too joined their efforts, but in 
vain: reaſon was fled, and wane uſu p- 


. we claſped the Bleeding body 4 in 
her 1 a ns to the pitileſs 
winds, 3 
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winds, and reliſted every effort to drag 
her from. the ſight ore her. 


3 


She recounted every act of Llewellyn, 
and was at length totally inſenſible to all 
that had paſſed. She remained ſome time 
in this melancholy ſtate; only now and 

then a deep [groan informing them that 
ſhe lived. 


They had taken the opportunity of ſe- 
parating her from the trunk of Llewellyn, 
and Sir Owen had got information that 
the gallant prince had found the Engliſh 
ready to receive his charge ; .that the im- 
petuous fury of his brave adherents had 
broke through all oppoſition, and victory 
awaited him; when his baſe brother, Da- 
vid, had turned the ſcale of fortune by 
moſt unexampled treachery. Advancing 
cloſe to his unſuſpecting brother, he plug: 
: ed into his heart the fatal ſword. ns 


Aftonifhment ſeized the troops. Their 
_ Keader =, and cloſed his eyes from the 
"Re 


IS 
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ſcene of inhumanity and blood. Some 
more courageous than the reſt ſeized his 
murderer, and delivered him up to the 
exaſperated conqueror. 


Edward ſaw the blood of his men 
ftream around him, and whole ranks fallen 
by the hands of Llewellyn. To this alone 
mult be aſcribed his barbarous but falla- 
cious revenge. He cauſed the head of 
that unfortunate prince to be ſevered from 
his body, and afterwards crowned with 
ivy, and carried through the ſtreets of 
London : thus accompliſhing the —_—_ 
dictions of the bards. <a 
5 vpe of thoſe who diſdained life ſtood 
around the bleeding body of their worthy 
chief, and obtained permiſſion of Ed- 
ward, who admired their fidelity, to bear 


it away, i render proper honours at 
1 oy caſtle. 


Sir Owen x now 4 for the fate of 
E wins, * was deviſing what expedient 
CO would 
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% 


would conduce moſt to her ſafety ; when. 


a violent ſhiick from the apartment where 


the royal corpſe was depoſited, obliged him 
to enquire the cauſe. He found the un- 
happy princeſs eſcaped from her attend- 
ants, and extended on the ground. He 

raiſed her. She claſped her hands, lifted 
her eyes to heaven, while tears of freſh- 
awakened horror ran down her cheeks: 
Twice ſhe eſſayed to ſpeak, but could 
only point to the body. At length, ga- 
thering all her little- remaining ſtrength, 
ſhe claſped it in her arms, and breathed 
her laſt ſigh upon the gaping wound 5 
her . lo Jas 111 


A. 


Sir ale e now to baia to 
ſcenes of ſorrow. He called her attend- 
ants, and went himſelf to acquaint the two 
fair friends of this additional misfortune. 
Libations of tears they ſhed to the me- 
mory of this unfortunate pair, nor could 
their friend deviſe any means ſor their 
ſafety. 

Pa R. * During 
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Boring the night, all was in confuſion 
in the caſtle, and at day · break they per- 
ceived the army of Edward with haſty 
march advancing towards them. 


Some ſpies informed them that the 
king was there in perſon, and that lord 
Edric was his head general, and eue 
next his 3 


F In ſilent anaiicey the generous friends of 
Llewellyn had thronged around Sir Owen. 
He told them his determination was fixed, 
which was to ſet fire to the caſtle,” (as its 
ſtate was not capable of its holding out) 
and falling with the remains of his coun- 


4: SARS 


* ie thy all e to this 
dreadful reſolution; but he propoſed to 
ſend Elwina and Margaret to the king; 
to conjure him, by every principle of hu- 
manity, to let them go unmoleſted. 


8 2 
4 & - 1 
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And will you, Sir Owen, abandon us 

at laſt? ſaid Elwina—have you more to 

fear from Edward than I have? No, 
Sir Owen, my laſt parting ſigh may heave 

tor my Henry, but yet I dare die in pre- 

| ference to that infamy Edward would 
load me with. I need not afk my friend 

her ſentiments; the ſmile of pleaſure that 
beams upon her countenance tells me I 

have done aright. Let then the hands of 
thoſe brave warriors, who bore off the 

body of their noble, but unfortunate 

chief, kindle the pile of liberty, 


No ſooner had ſhe ended, than a mur- 
mur of applauſe ran through the hall. 
The cries of thoſe that oppoſed the en- 
trance of Edward redoubled their ſpeed, 
and the flaming brands were ſoon flung 
around. The maſſy doors reſiſted for 
ſome time the efforts of the Engliſn 
troops; and Elwina and Margaret heard 
them with tranquillity, as they imagined 
they were no longer in their power. 

The 


. . 
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The flames approached, and the gates 
were burſt. United horrors ſeized upon 
them, and they fainted in each other's 
arms.. 


What a view for the conqueror In 
the great hall of the caſtle, upon one bier, 
lay the bodies of the prince and princeſs, 
ſurrounded by her weeping attendants, 
who waited their fate with the ſame con- 
ſtancy they had attended their amiable 


miſtreſs. 


Struck with the uncommon view, they 
pauſed awhilez but the burſting flames 
ſoon ſhewed them what a love of r 
was capable of executing, 


They preſſed forward, and were again 
oppoſed. Sir Owen and a few friends 


>, received from thoſe who ſtrove to ſtop the 


flames their mortal wounds. Among thoſe 
who followed he recollected Audley, 
whom once he had ſeen n himſelf 


to the *. 
a : EM N oble 
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Novie earl, ſaid he, f to ſave Elwina,” 


Elwinal exclaimed he—his Sao drop- 
ping from his hand—Is ſhe here? And 
has my facrilegious arm fought againſt 
her defender? 


Kneeling, he ſuſtained the wounded 
knight, who feebly reſiſted him. Fly, 
cried he againz even now daun 

flames nn her. 


Aucdley ſtarted up, and commanded 
ſome ſoldiers to bear the good old man 
out of the caſtle. He flew through the 
various apartments; they were in flames, 
and Audley narrowly eſcaped with life. 


At length he found extended ſenſeleſs 
on the ground the beautiful queen of 
Scots : he raiſed her. The roofs were 
falling in various places; and, deſpairing 
of finding the object of his fond purſuit, 
he bore her from the caſtle, which ſoon 
became a heap of flaming ruins. 


" . * 
* $6? W l * 
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Thus periſhed in one great noble end 
the remains of ancient liberty. Diſpirited 
by their loſs, rather than inſpired by the 
ſame grand ſpirit of freedom, the people 
tamely ſubmitted tothe conqueror, and 
received from the afterwards noble de- 
ſcendants of Edward * b they 
: continue to enjoy. 
Audley conveyed Margaret to his tent, 
which the ſoldiers had pitched who con- 
veyed Sir Owen. The good knight ſaw 

him approach, and forgot his own pain 
to adminiſter comfort to the deſpairing 
Audley. He perſuaded him that, as he 
had been the inſtrument of Heaven to 
fave Margaret, ſo ſome one, more fortu- 
nate, muſt have preſerved Elwina. 


3 queen, after ſome time, revived, 
and her firſt enquiry was for Elwina. She 
had but imperfect recollection of what 
had paſſed when they were together, and 
Was charmed to ſee Sir Owen and Aud- 
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ley. But ah! her ſorrow was great, when 
ſhe heard Elwina was not to be found, 


and every ſearch confirmed that ſhe had 


periſhed. The moſt probable conjecture 
was, that upon recovering from the ſenſe- 
leſs ſtate into which her fear had plunged 
| her, and apprehenſive of being prevented 
by thoſe ſhe heard ſtriving to enter, ſhe 
had flung herſelf into the flames ere Aud- 
ley reached the apartment. 


Sir Owen ſurvived but a few hours, 
and expired in the arms of Audley; and 
Margaret, left again friendlef# and deſert- 
ed, entreated the earl to convey her to 
ſome monaſtery, where ſhe might find a 
peaceful aſylum. 


| He complied, and conducted her co 


one in London, of which his aunt was 


the abbeſs, and moſt of the nuns deſcend- 
ants of the throne. Here ſhe hoped to 


meet a tranquil reſt, having ſuffered much 


ſince ſhe too credulouſly liſtened to the 


* infinuations of Bruce, 


Audley 
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Audley having placed her to her ſatis- 
faction, returned to his duty in the army. 


Edward was reſtleſs and uneaſy ; and 
being no longer able to diſſemble, he 
confided the ſecret of his ſoul to Audley, 
aſſuring him that, could he find Elwina, 
he would, regardleſs of the affront to the 
count of Provence, refuſe his daughter, 
though now on her voyage, and lay his 
crown before Elwina. | 


Audley fighed. The big tear ſtrove 
for a paſſage, in ſpight of his efforts to 
ſuppreſs it. Elwina is, alas! no longer 
able to accept or refuſe your offers : ſhe 
is no more. 


. who al the. while 8 
The had fled from the caſtle, could ſcarce 


credit t this ſudden blow. 5 
Tou dereive 58 Henry. 


1 never did yer, my lord, ſaid he, nor 
need 
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need I now, Margaret, her beauteous- 
friend, can affirm the truth; I ſaved her 


from the devouring flames ; but Elwina 
was never ſeen from the time our troops 
firſt entered the hall. 


Overwhelmed with melancholy, Ed- 
ward poured his ſorrows into the ſy mpa- 


thizing breaſt of Audley, who no longer 


feared to tell him that he had loved and 
was beloved by Elwina. 


He returned to London, where he im- 


mediately ſent for Percy. A ſlight ac- 


knowledgment of his error inſtantly con-“ 


ciliated the noble Northumberland, and 


* 


the cauſe of their difference being re- 


moved, Audley and he were united in 


the firreſt bonds of friendſhip. They 


often viſited Margaret, and talked to her 
of Elwina. 


Edward too offered her his friendſhip | 


and aſſiſtance to effect a reconciliation SET 
EY: | with 
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with her huſband ; but before it could be 
Executed, news arrived of his death. | 
* | 
She mourned for him with the moſt 
ſincere ſorrow, and regretted ſhe had not 
obtained his pardon, or at leaſt recovered. 
his eſteem, before 80 death. 
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Soon afrer Mowbray arrived, loaded 


with conqueſt. His fame, and the ſpoils 
of the Cruſade, were his harbingers. 


Edward received him with a counte- 
nance on which were legible confuſion, 
ſorrow, and remorſe. - He raiſed the no- 
Þle earl to his embrace, and reſtored him 
to that rank he had formerly held, ere 
the arts of Fitz 1 bad deprived him 
* them. 5 1 


6 he expreſſed his thanks; 
and no ſooner a little more private, than 
fixing on Edward a look oſ expreſſive 
Ow, My child my liege—my Elwi- 
na! 
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na Where is the dear pledge I confided 
co your care? Has Mowbray ſo ill acquit- 
ted himſelf that ſhe is not reſtored him? 


The king averted his head. He could 
mot ſpeak to him. Audley, do thou 


le left the ſentence unfiniſhed, and 
en n | 


Audley? $ dings were of the moſt 
poignant nature; but the diſtreſs in which 
he ſaw the earl, excited his pity too much 
for him to remember his treatment of him 
at the caſtle, 


With a kiGiculey he told him a 
that had paſſed during his abſence; but 
when he came to the tragical ſcene of the 
caſtle of Llewellyn, his voice failed; he 
ſtrove to finiſh his diſmal tale, but could 


N ow bray pee the worlts and 3 
derbe inſenſible at his feet. r 
I 72 The 


* 
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The compaſſionate Audley comforted 
him, and promiſed never to forſake his 
declining years, but retire with him to 
the caſtle of Mowbray, and ſpend their 
time in recollecting the virtues of Elwina. 


Duty obliged Mowbray to remain at 
the court till after the nuptials of Edward, 
which he could not think of without hor- 
ror. Accuſtomed now to reflect, he ſpent 
whole days in bewailing with Mowbray 
the unhappy end of Elwina, and painting 
the ſcenes of felicity he might have ex- 
perienced with her. 


The arrival of the lady of Provence in- 
terrupted theſe melancholy amuſements. 
Policy rendered it neceſſary for. Edward 
ro marry her, and Mowbray ſtrove all in 
his power to induce him to fulfill his en- 
gagement. He forgot his ſorrows to en- 
courage the king. Audley alone fled 

from the. approaching gaieties, and in the 
converſation of NE found” his is only 


Pleaſure. 
Edward 
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Edward expected his bride with an in- 
difference little ſhort of diſguſt. War- 
wick conducted her into his preſence: 
but oh! how intereſting—a moſt lovely 
woman approached him, covered with 
timidity, and bluſhing like the approach- 
ing dawn. She bent in ſilence before the 
foture arbiter of her fate. 


Ever ſenſible to the As of beauty, | 


Edward raiſed her up, and Kindly wel- 
comed her to England. 


She caſt around a look of apprehenſion, 


but it was quickly diſpelled by the kind _ 


attentions of Edward, who was agree- 
ably ſurprized to find in the woman he fo 
ſo much dreaded to ſee, charms, if not 
equal to Elwina's, yet ſufficient to fix one 
more- difficult than himſelf. N 


He converſed with her, and ſtill more 
admired her. The attractions of her per- 
ſon, the elegance of her ſentiments, and 

"Mi 2 a certain 
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a certain feminine gracefulneſs in every 
action, would have fixed the roving af- 
fections of Edward for ever, if the miſ- 
fortunes he had ſo recently .cauſed would, 
have ſuffered him to know peace of mind 


- undiſturbed, 


The afflicted countenance of Mowbray, 

and the abſence of mind fo plainly dit- 

- cernible. in him, ever cauſed him a ſecret 
upbraiding. 


Percy and Audley too, amidſt the plea- 
ſures of the court, ſeemed to nouriſh the 
fatal paſſion that overwhelmed them with 
equal affliction. 

Edward, taken up in rendering every 
honour to his fair bride, had omitted viſit- 
ing Margaret ſince her arrival; but at 
length he accompanied Mowbray to pay 
his compliments to the ur widow. 


She ed mack .of the queen, and 
Edward perſuaded her to ſuffer him to 
introduce 
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introduce her to his bride; aſſuring her 
of the friendſhip of Elgiva—— | 


Elgiva! exclaimed ſhe—then ah 
recovering herſelf—it cannot be. She 
excuſed herſelf for not quitting the aly- 
lum thoſe walls afforded her. 


Edward plainly ſaw ſomething had 
much agitated her, and inſtantly taking 
leave of her, he returned to the palace, 
and that ſame evening brought the beau- 
teous Elgiva to the monaſtery. 


Margaret was EEE its return, 

but how much more, when in his queen 
Edward preſented her a long ot hiſter— 
Elgiva. f 


An exclamation of pleaſure, which 
mutually eſcaped them, informed Edward 
of their relationſhip. He joined in their 
tranſports, and called Margaret in ami- | 

able ſiſter. | ZI 
13 a 
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After ſome little pauſe, Margaret ſmi- 
led. My Elgiva, ſaid ſhe, will ſurely 
pardon my curiofity ; but I own myſelf 
impatient to hear, by what means, from 
the daughter of the laird of Renfrew, I 
find her received as the lady of Provence, 
and wifelof Edward. 


The king joining in che requeſt, ſhe 
'began thus : 


— 2 — 22 


—— — 
2. 


* You know, my dear ſiſter, how 
abruptly we. were ſeparated from each 
other. I knew not the motive which in- 
duced my father to ſend for me to his 
apartment; if I had, I fear duty and in- 
clination would have had a hard ſtruggle. 
When 1 came to lord Hubert, he ſeemed 

labouring with ſome violent emotion: 
with hafty and unequal ſtep he meaſured. 
the room, and ſcarce obſerved my en- 
trance. At length, recovering himſelf 
a little —Elgiva, ſaid he, the fortunes of 


the King are ruined; and if I loſe this op- 
portunity, 
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portunity, my own. will follow. Come 
then, added he, (ſeizing my hand) you 
alone ſhall be the partner of my flight. 


« Alas! fir, replied I, ſhall not we 
ſave my ſiſter too, and even her huſband? 
Our mountaineers are faithful; they will 
receive and defend us: I will fly to briag 
ow to you. 


« He ſtopped me. Raſh girl! ſaid 
he, have more regard to your own inte- 
reſt. If that has loſt its influence, think 
on mine: Margaret is Bruce's wife he 
will protect her. I have eſſayed to ſave 


him, but my councils have loſt their 


weight. For thee alone I will therefore 
ſeek a retreat; and if Elgiva loves her 
father, ſhe will with 1 follow his 
dictates. 


« Oh! my ſiſter, what could I do? 
Uſed by thy example and precept to obey 
o parents implicitly, I ſilently followed 


I4 + 
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my father's haſty ſteps. We mounted 
our Horſes, and, attended but by two 
d6meſtics, took a precipitate leave of 
Bruce caſtle. We rode all night, and 
- concealed ourſelves during the day, 
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Still my father was the ſame —diſ- 
tant and moroſe, I ſeveral times attempt- 
ed to aſk him why we did not proceed 
immediately to the mountains, without 
delaying? But the humiliating reſerve he 
ever kept made me forbear. 
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<« Unacquainted with the way, 'Tmever 
doubted but we ſhould ſoon reach our 
native kome, and almoſt aſſured myſelf 
that Providence would direct ages to the 
fame refuge, | 
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At length I perceived we came into 
a ſmall village, in the center of which 
was an ancient hall. Here we alighted, 
and my father pulling me rather roughly 
along, introduced ine to young Baliol. 
Oh! 
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« Oh! Margaret, young and unex- 1 


perienced as 1 was, how. did my heart e-. 


volt at the idea of my father haying 
eſpouſed his intereſt, in een to that 
of Bruce! 


* Baliol received him with open arms, 
and committed me to the care of his 
mother. | 


« For many days I heard nothing of 


my - Cotter and feared he had totally aban- 
_ me. 

6. T his little time however enabled me 
to form a right judgment of the part he 
had acted ; and I ſhould have been much 
more unhappy, if the mother of Baliol 
had not endeavoured, by every poſſible 
means, to divert my uneaſineſs. 


1 began to have a real affection for 


her; when my father at length appeared. 


n ſaid he, I ſhall now inform you 
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of the compliance expect from your 
ideas of filial duty, which 1 is, that when- 


ever I command it, you receive Baliol 


for your huſband. His better deſtiny de- 
crees that he ſhall wear the crown of Scot- 
land; and as J have been inſtrumental to 
procure it him, he is willing to ſhare |: it 
with you. 


* 


1 looked at him, but he left the 


room, without deigning me time to re- 
Ply. | 


— 


J had not then (continued ſhe, bluſh- 


ing, and looking at Edward) ſeen any 


man that I preferred before another. I 
had no farther diſlike to Baliol, than what 
aroſe from knowing him an uſurper and 
enemy to my ſiſter. His mother too I 


was become attached to, and I flattered 
- myſelf, if he loved me fo well as to marry 


me in preference to many ſo much greater, 
he might eaſily be prevalled on to ard 


perſecyting my family. 
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* 


He made me frequent viſits, and g 
ſeemed paſſionately enamoured. My fa- - 
ther generally came while he was there, 
and ſeemed pleaſed at my compliance 
With his wiſhes, or rather commands. 


« One evening, the diſcourſe turned 
upon England, and its monarch. I heard 
his character from his enemies, I may call 
them, but yet it made a deep impreſſion 
on me. They talked likewiſe of Baliol 
doing homage to him on the morrow, for 
his conquered ane 


8 « [ expreſſed a wiſh to be rind Baliol 
immediately promiſed I ſhould, and ob- 
viated every objection my father threw in 
the way. Accordingly we were placed 
where I could witneſs every thing that 
Paſſed, without being it in the leaſt per- 
ceived. 


« ] ſpent the night in reflecting on the 
character [ had juſt heard of Edward, and 
"IV . 
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with the utmoſt impatience waited for the 
morning, to ſee if his perſon acoorded 
with it. | 


— 


« This was all hicherto childiſh curio- 
fity, but coſt me many an hour after- 
| wards of bitter tears. 


6 410 had not ha We placed, when 1 
perceived the king, attended by m@y 
troops, enter the plain. I was totally in- 
different to every thing elſe, and was not 
rouſed from my reverie till Baliol advan- 
ced. He looked pale, and with a trem- 
bling hand preſented his ſword, which 
the king generouſly returned him, 


Its Oh q how abject at that moment did 
my intended husband ſeem — and how no- 
ble every look and action of Edward! 


4 Baliol's mother re- conducted me to 
his palace, and very ſoon after he ho- 
noured me with a viſit: but how different 

| a reception 
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2-reception did he meet before he was not 
an object of averſion ! I could [ſcarce now 
bear his ſight, So little uſed to diſſem- 
ble, I openly avowed my diſlike, and up- 
braided him with his abject ſubmiſſion z 
told him that he never muſt hope for my 
love, and that I ſhould inſtamiy acquaint 
my father. 


So my dear Margaret will eaſily 
ak how far my reaſon was blinded, 
before I could cada that as a reſource. 
„ Baliol was „ and I have 
not a doubt but would readily have re- 
ſigned his pretenſions, if his mother, who 
had overheard my imprudent warmth, had 
not ruſhed into the room. 1 


« Her fury beggars all deſcription. 
She told me her ſon ſhould not be made 
my dupe, and inſiſted upon it I had pro- 
miſed to be his wife, and no Power on 


earth * Prerent it. 5 
e Thy 
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« The torrent of her rage calmed mine, 
and 1 fell ſenſeleſs at the feet of Baliol, 
My father was ſent for, and I recovered, 
but to experience the force of his paſſion. 
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He recalled to my memory the dy- 
E. ing injunctions of my mother, and how 
nobly you had conquered your inclina- 
tions to fulfill them. 


Deſpair ſeized on the little prudence 
I had lefr, and I accuſed my father's du- 
rr in ſacrificing FR 


“ 'Baliol | interfered; 900 me to be 
compoſed, and taking the arm of my en- 
raged father, left me to the bitter revilings 
of his mother, who flinging off the maſk 
of tenderneſs ſhe had aſſumed, proved 
WO far the 75 _—_ rer s- 


2 The moment I was alone, my wy 
bebe became my torment: I had 
1 to upbraid the author of my being; 

I had 
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J had forgot the reſpe& due to him, and 
the example of my pb . un- 
happy ſiſter. 


1 Virtue re aſſumed the empire of my 
heart. I ſtarted up to find my father, 
and tell him I would be all that he coun ; 


wiſh. 


66 Crofling the court, I ſaw Edward 


taking horſe; I ſtopped—gazed wildly 
at him. The ſight reſtored every part- 


Ing idea to my memory, and, no longer 
capable of executing. my reſoJution, I re- 


turned to my chamber, and gave way to 
a torrent of tears. He is gone, I exclaim- 
ed, and I ſhall never, never ſee him mon 1 


* 


« Baliol found me 1n this diſtreſs. He 
affected to believe it entirely owing to diffi- 
dence: he ſtrove to re- aſſure me, but in 


vain; I ſhunned every look, and rejected 


all his careſſes. He talked of grandeur, 


of the charms of royalty: I remembered 
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the ſcene of the morning, and auen 
him with contempt. 
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26 Finding all he could ſay made not 
the leaft impreſſion, he left me, as he 
ſaid, to prepare for the nuptial pomp. 
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Be Theſe few words rouſed me. Iflew 
once more to ſeek my father. I knelt at 
his feet; I implored, but in vain. | 
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Iꝓ0o ſhorten the recital of my woe, 
the morning came, which was to decide 
my doom. Wretched and oppreſſed, I 
was ſupported to the hall, where Baliol 
waited for me, dreſſed for the occaſion. 
My father was not there; but without 
waiting for him, Baliol took my paſſive 
hand. I raiſed my eyes; the prieſt was 
advancing, and I ſunk bicless into the - 
arms of my attendants, e 
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caſt 7 a fearfyl look nd = was in my 
.own chamber, and at the head of the 


couch ſat my father. He ſeemed loſt in 


thought, but yet I ſaw affliction's legible 


hand upon his brow. I half-raiſed my- 


ſelf, and took his hand ; he tenderly em- 
braced me, and for a few moments con- 
tinued ſilent; then looking at me with 
more pleaſure than I had long obſerved, 


Elgiva, ſaid he, take courage; I will no 


longer force the hand of my daughter, 15 


. I feared it was too flattering à yilion 
to prove real. 


Do you diſtruſt me, Elgiva? faid i 


leſs ſoothing: —Baliol | is no longer king. 


« ] begged km toproceed, but riſing, 


2 No, ſaid he, I muſt away. This day Ba- 
| ial is fled ; the better fortune of Bruce 


has prevailed, and there can be no 05 
here for thy father, . 8 


My incredulity I ſuppoſe 
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«Oh! fir, I replied, think not ſo 

f lightly of your daughter. Is ſhe not the 

beloved of the king ? On her knees will 
ſhe implore him to receive her father, 
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Away! interrupted he, I will not 
degrade her ſo much, nor put it in the 
power of Bruce to tell me deſerted him. 


3 
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„Finding words were of no avail, I 


— — — 


* my father. We reached without difturb- 
ance a ſmall veſſel, and were ſafely landed 
on the coaſt of Normandy. 
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was received by my father's brother, the 
Count, with open arms, 
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be FOR my dear ſiſter, the reverſe 
of his brother: Mild, gentle, and per- 
ſuaſive; his ſtudy, 1 firmly believe, was 
a 6. oe 
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haſtily followed once more the ſteps of | 


« We ſoon arrived at Provence, and 


83 % Overcome 
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« Overcome by his parental enquiries, 


I told him from whence aroſe my diſguſt _ 
to Baliol. He ſmiled, but I ſaw the | 


ſtarting tear. 


6 Uthavny pile he exclaimed, 
and left me. 


| «. Soon after he was taken ill, and ſent. 
for my father and me. He ſpoke but 
little, but thoſe few words ſurprized 1 me 
| extremely. | 


He addreſſed my father. Hubert, 
ſaid he, you will ſucceed to my fortune 
and titles; and, let me beſeech you, uſe 
every endeavour to make my dear Elgiva 


happy. Her being heireſs to ſuch do- 
mains, renders her a deſirable object of 


alliance. I have entered into a treaty with 

the king of England; he will be ſenſible 
of her value, and do you further it. He 

then embraced us, and expired. 


* p bv 


« ] mourned 
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choly, but my heart expanded with love 
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I mourned for him with unfeigned 
Stief. The advice he left my father ac- 
corded too well with his own ambitious 


views, not to be approved. He haſtily 
concluded the treaty, and took perhaps an 


eternal farewell of his child; the idea of 
her being a queen ſtifling every feeling of 
the parent. | 


| When I arrived in England, I dreaded 


to meet the eyes of Edward. His paſ- 
ſion for Elwina, and its tragical effects, 


I was now no ſtranger to; and I ſecretly, 
determined, if I ſaw any expreſſions of 


averſion i in his countenance, to ſolicit his 
permiſſion to throw myſelf into ſome mo- 


naſtery, to finiſh the wretched remnant of 


my days. 


b 


and pleaſure, when J perceived, as often 
as I approached him, my preſence difſi- | 


PRE the * and occaſion a mm 
Thus 


13g, 
Thus aid Engng end her, n narra- 
tive. 

Edward and Margaret alternately em- 
braced her. The former aſſured her of 
his eternal love; the latter congratulated 
herſelf a thou anc 9 upon again meets 
ing a mos 

Ye was now eaſily perſuaded to quit 
the monaſtery, and return to the court 
with a ſiſter whom ſhe ſo truly loved. 


| Happineſs ſeemed now. reſtored to all 
but Mowbray and Audley. The latter. 
was obliged to attend the king, otherwiſe _ 


Bis ſoul longed for ſolitude, that ne 9 125 


indulge the remembrance of Elwina. 


Peer one day conperſig with wile 
Audley congratulated him upon the eaſe. 
with which he ſeemed to forget the hs | 
of their ſtrife. 
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"Percy med. Aedley, fad: N. I 
will confide my weakneſs to you, though 
I am almoſt aſhamed to acknowledge 
you beſt deſerved the loſt faint, as you 
loved her moſt. 
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As to the change, und the object of it, 
you ſhall not be any longer a ſtranger. 
| | # PY 
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l © Know then, that fome time ſince, ere 

the mandate of Edward recalled me again 
to court; that, retired at my caſtle in 

Northumberland, I meditated upon no- 

thing but the image of my loſt Elwina. 

Frequently night ſtole upon my ſolitary 
rambles, and I gave myſelf up a prey to 
the moſt melancholy ideas. 


2 —v ey 
9 on 
— * 


— n 
— . 


_— —— — - - —< oo oo ow 1 
Dre 
W 1 1 A 


=— l ® - . 
CHA? Op, 4 OLE 
£6 a. v; + 4s - r 
r - - red 4 2 


* jy 4 8 
— per er) Kaas gt A Og. 


> wy: 1 * 


— 
Por 


One night in particular, I was far ad- 
vuanced in the foreſt ; the moon here and 
there glimmered through the trees, and 
the bird of night ſometimes ſhrieked. 


OVERALL Ty 8 
n 2 825. RIA 


».S 
ry -* $8.5 3 
4 TO Rn FR * 
* Sack * 4 oo wes 
. 


= 2 oo oo 


. = 7 
o * LY 
II 
a 4 
=: Iver * 
- 4 * 
? 1 * n 1 
r 2 wo. 
7 


wy : Amidſt 


0 


THE CASTLE by MowzRAr. "WM 


" Ami the gloom, fancy had tranſ- 
Ported me to the dreadful ſcene of Elui- 
na s death, 

Methought 1 beheld her plunge into 
the flames, to Avoid the purſuit of Ed- 
ward. How fervently dil then 
have ſhared her death, as Providence had 
not permitted wel 0 ſa ve her. 


* 


More than once 1 was tempted to put 
an end to my exiſtence, and leap the 
mound that ſeparated us; but that reaſon 
forbade, and an irreſiſtible impulſe {till 
| hurried me on—whither I knew not. 


At length, overpowered and fatigued, 
F flung myſelf on the ground, and pur- 
ſued the reflections my mind was s (Oll re- 
| plete with. 
s | 
suddenly the trampling of horſes cauſed 
me to ſtart on my feet, as travelling was 
very. unuſual at lo late an hour through | 
| | the 
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of the moon, 


J ran furiouſly amon 
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the foreſt, . Preſently I heard the ſkricks 


of a female. 1 forgot Elwina, and the 


whole world; and drawing my ſword, 
ran haſtily forward. 


I Gifcerned at an a openings by the light 
men endeavouring to 
Force a woman upon one of their horſes. 
them,; one alone 
made a little ſhew of refiſtance, but being 
e. fled with his compapions. 


1 ane the unknown lady, and 


offered my protection. 


Whoever you are, ſaid ſhe, your gene- 


ouſly reſcuing me from the baſeſt of men 


claims my confidence: I rely on you. 


Shall I. own it, my lord, her voice and 
frank acceptance of my friendſhip charm- 


ed me. She was unable to proceed with- 


out aſſiſtance, and 1 ſupported her to the 


Caſtle. 


9785 
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Upon entering, I eagerly looked at my 
charge. The beauty of her face was im- 
paired by ſufferings, but the elegance of 
her form, nothing could equal. 


— 


$he bluſhed, and turned from my ar- 


dent gaze. She would again repeat her 


thanks, but [ inſiſted ſhe ſhould take the 
repoſe ſhe required, and defer all conver- 


ſation till the morrow. 


—— 


I withdrew, and ſent proper domeſtics 
to attend her, 


From one of theſe women 1 learnt, that 

ſhe had enquired who I was, and appeared 
as if ſhe was not able to conquer her fears; 
but was ſilent as to the occaſion of the 


. from * I had reſcued her. 


I waited, A with iopatience for 
the next morning, and was aſtoniſhed at 


the beauty I beheld: ſuch ſoftneſs of man · 
ners, and elegance of form, were never be- 


fore united but in Elwina. | . 
„ I was 


A 


9 


power of making — my word, 
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Y 15 was forced to hear her tee lg 
ments, and ſhe ſatisfied my curioſity, by 
telling me ſhe was a foreigner of ſome 
diſtinction; that an unfortuuate occur- 
rence brought her to England, and that, 


by a train of events totally unforeſeen, ſhe 
had choſe to leave thoſe who protected 


her, and throw herſelf into a monaſtery, 

chiefly though to avcid the perſecutions 
of lord Edric, from whoſe power ſhe had 
once eſcaped. She had lived a conſidera- 


ble time in this ſolitude, when by ſome un- 


lucky chance he again diſcovered her, and 
having information where ſhe walked, he 


ſcaled the garden walls, and was then 


perſiſting in carrying her away, when 1 .o 


+ fortunately interpoſed. 


; She des with vegng I would con - 
vey her to the monaſtery, from the walls 
of which ſhe had been torn. I promiſed 
her, without the leaſt heſitation, the next 
day; but the remainder of that ſpent in 
her company utterly deprived me of the 


No 
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No longer was the image of Elwina my 
only companion. Adelaide 

I fee your ſurprize, Audley, it was her, 
your fair priſoner: but for once I triumph 
over you, my lord. 


Adelaide, as I ſaid, now engroſſed my 
thoughts: I ſtrove by every means to de- 
tain her. She was ſatisfied with my ex- 
cuſes for ſome days, but at length entering 
my apartment with a dignity which diſ- 
played ſtill more graces, I come, my lord, 
ſaid ſhe, once more to intreat you will 
ſend me to my aſylum. our excuſes 
have 1 no longer the power to deceive me; 
yet I would not loſe the reſpect I owe. _ 

deliverer. | bl 


Struck with the conviction her manner 
forced to my heart, I could only with con- 
fuſion utter, but ſhould Edric again 
Fear not, ſaid ſhe, that I will again ex- 
poſe myſelf ſo careleſsly to his power. Tell 

© me 
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me then, added me, when | am to leave 
the caſtle.” If you comply, I ſhall ever re- 
member Percy as my beſt, nay only 


friend; if not, Percy and Edric muſt be 


_ equaliy my foes, and equally deteſted. 


Impatient to clear my ſelf from the baſe 
imputation of wiſhing to deceive the wo- 
man I loved, I confeſſed my paſſion was 
the only cauſe of my detaining her, and 
beſought her to accept my heait and hand. 


She bluſhed. My lord, ſaid ſhe, your 
generoſity ſhall not be greater than mine: 
I do. not deſerve the honour. Yes, Aud- 
ley, (almoſt ſink ing with confuſion) the 
gentle, lovely Adelaide confeſſed that 
Audley once had poſſeſſed her love. 


Me, Northumberland! 


Yes, you, my lord; but finding by 
ſome means your attachment to another, 
ſhe nobly fled, and dared every ill, rather 
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than give you room to o ſuſpect, or wound 
the peace of Elwina. 

| She remained concealed at a farm, till 
her enquiries from abroad were anſwered 5 
and ſhe ſoon heard her father was no more, 
and her brother in quiet nn. of all 
her fortune. 


| She reſolved he fhould enjoy it; and 


threw herſelf into the monaſtery where 
Edric had ſo late ſtole her from. 


| Reaſon and time had, ſhe ſaid, got the 
better of her hopeleſs love; and ſhe had 
long borne the thought of Audley being 
another's. I will not then, my lord, ſaid 


ſhe, bring to your arms one who has loved, 


ere ſne knew the worth of Percy. 


I again intreated, and after ſome few 
days reflecting on her ſituation, and the 
dangers ſhe muſt ever run from Edric's 

lawleſs love, ſhe conſented to be * 
| Percy, | 
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We were married in the preſence of 
Warwick, and all my vaſſals and domeſ- 
tics; and we mutually confeſs that our 
former attachments were never ſo plea- 
ſing as our preſent. Accuſtomed both to 
diſappointments, the plcaiure of loving 
and being beloved ſeems to add happi- 
neſs to every ſucceeding day. 


At her own requelt, I have not yet in- 
troduced my Adelaide to court. She 
will enjoy ſolitude a little longer, ſhe 
ſays; but I cannot endure this tedious ſe- 
paration, ' and mean to perſuade the ami- 
able Margaret. to accompany. me to the 
caſtle, and induce. lady Percy to move 
in the ſphere her youth and Ty entitle 


her t- 


Audley felicitsted his friend on his hap- 
pineſs, and told him he propoſed joining 
his party, and going from thence to the 
ruin that contained all he ever could dove 
as he meant to erect a a ſuperb möbu- I 
ment on the ſpot, 


* 
— * Py 


Percy 
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Percy promiſed him they would all ac- | 


company him, and they ſoon obtaining 


permiſſion of the king, ſet forward on 


their journey; Margaret being eaſily per- 
ſuaded to go. 


On their arrival, the beauteous lady 
Percy ran out to welcome her lord and 
his friends; the joy ſhe felt at his unex- 


pected return, manifeſted itſelf by her 


tears; the reception ſhe gave Audley was 
without any confuſion, and ſeemed like 
recovering a loſt and valued friend. 


My lord, ſaid ſhe, tis to you I am 8 


debted for all the happineſs I am poſſeſſed 
of; and 1 ſincerely lament the anhang 
event which has deprived you of your's. 


He ſighed ; the dear remembrance of 


his Elwina came acroſs his mind ; he 


ſighed again, and retired to give vent to 


+ ls, rief. 
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Adelaide and Margaret were ſoon 
Friends, The merit of the one, and mif- 
| fortunes of the other, endeared thoſe two 
illuſtrious women to each other, 


Percy was happy, but Audley, if poſ- 
fible, more miſerable than ever. 


One morning, as the two ladies and 
Audley were together, the marquis Mon- 
tacute was announced. Margaret was 
looking through the window, and did 
not ſee him till the ſound of his voice 
made her turn round. Surprize, joy, 
every ſenſation ruſhed upon her; and 
overpowered by them all, ſhe fell on the 
ground. They all ran to her, amazed at 
the incident ; but no ſooner did. the mar- 
quis ſee her fall, than he exclaimed, gra- 
cious God! 'tis her—my long loſt love. 


The queen recovering, looked around 
her with an eye of trembling folicitude, 
Is Sir Arthur here? ſaid ſhe—— * 

_ ; 6 I am, 
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J am, I am, cried Montacute, throw- 
ing himſelf before her, your devoted flave. 
Every tie, my dear Margaret, 1s now diſ- 
ſolved, which baniſhed me from yous _ 
ſence, 


Lady Percy benignly- ſmiled. I muſt! 
impoſe ſilence, my d, (interrupting the 
enamoured Montacute;) the queen is not 
yet able to bear this fudden joy: give 
time for her to. reconcile this wonderful; 
event, and then pour at her feet the rap- 
tures of your ſoul. Then taking her hand, 
Permit me, lovely and reſpected friend, 
to congratulate the happy proſpect now. 
ariſing: The clouds are quick diſperſing, 
that hung over your youthful years, and. 
a bright meridian of proſpericy; 6 awaits: 
you. V 
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Many arguments were not wanting to 
convince the amiable Margaret that the 
ſincere and long attachment of Montacute 
deſerved a reward. ape ſuffered welk 
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to be prevailed upon to haſten his happi- 
neſs, and in the caſtle of Northumberland 
0 bim her hand. ? 


Naw were the compliments they re- 
ceived through the country; and, for the 
firſt time ſince ſhe became the wife of 
Druce, _— was happy. 


* *Audley, bg envy held no ei in 
his heart, yet could not ſtay longer at the 
© cit here every object ſerved to revive 
the memory of his loſs. Therefore, one 
morning, without bidding any one adieu, 
with only one faithful ſervant, he ſet for- 
ward, for the mountains of Carnarvon—' 
not claiming the promiſe of Northumber- 
land to accompany him in the fad office he 
was about to perform. 


He reached the fatal ruin, and ſtood 
hours to côntemplate it. Many days he 
ee grief was ſtill the ſame, and 

nature threatened not long to ſupport the 

l daeyaſtations 
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| devaſtations of deſpair. Often overcome 
with the recolleẽ ion of that fatal night, 
would he throw himſelf upon the earth, 
and implore of Heaven to relieve him. 


. — 


Sh! cried he, one evening, ( recolledting 

the laſt, time he parted from Elwina) why 
did I not periſh in the attempt to follow 
her! Why did not my love take the 
alarm, when we paſſed the ruined hall of 
Sir Owen, and whiſper, every blow thou 
now ſhalt ſtrike will haſten the fate of 
Elwina!—O Audley, thy days were mark-- 
ed with misfortune in the regiſter of fate; 
and thou haſt involyed the amiable ohject. 
of thy affections in the fame black 


ſcrowl. I 


His W now found him ſtretched 
on oh damp g ground, in a ſtate of torpid 
Wos. For ſome time his efforts to raiſe 
you were uſeleſs; but at laſt, With ſome 
entreaties and a little force, he preyailed 
on 1 kim to go to the humble habitation 
AED K 6 they 
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they had found: but no perſuaſions were 
of effect to prevent his returning the next 
night to the ſame place. 


Human reaſon could no longer with- 


ſtand the dreadful refleftions that aſſailed 


him; every horrid image crouded upon 
his mind: madneſs would have been re- 


Oh! cried he, Providence never in- 


tended to puniſh a ſelf- murderer, when 
miſeries like mine urged the deed:—He is 


not ſo unjuſt. Elwina, miſtreſs of my 
ſoul, accept the offering of my love, and 


haſte to meet the ſoul of your Henry ! 


The l aid fond glittered in his 


hand by the pale beams of the moon; an 


awful ſilence had reigned; he pauſed for a 
few moments, and then raiſed his ſword, 
when through the wide ruin he heard the 


| ſound of feet haſtily advancing. - Fearful 


of being prevented, he retired a little, and 
155 . . 1 
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ſaw a woman, who ſeemed eagerly to ex- 
plore every path around. She was fol- 


lowed by a man, who in a low voice in- 


treated her to return, nor give way to a 


fallacious hope. . 


No, Warwick, anſwered ſhe, (in a 
tone which made the ſword drop from 


the hand of Audley) too long have I been 


made the dupe of your artifices. Though 
the ill-fated Henry is no more, yet I have 
other friends. Edward himſelf, though 
for the inſtant hurried off by a momentary 
paſſion, will now hear my wrongs, and 
redreſs them. 


3 


Warwick, kneeling WE this haughty 


beauty, ag again pleaded his love, and alledg- 
| ed every excuſe to palliate his detaining 


her. She was deaf to his ſuit, and inſiſted ; 


upon being immediately ſet at liberty. 


4 Finding her quite inexorable, he pre- 
pared to force her back again. Audley's 
| generoſity 
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generoſity took the alarm; he forgot for 
a moment his purpoſe, and ran through 
the avenue. The echo of his ſteps made 
them turn, and a ſervant of Warwick paſ- 
fing by, his maſter ordered him to bear 
the lady back to the houſe, while he hin- 
dered her retreat from being e | 


Her cries were of ub wall; but Aud- 
ley, all impatience to follow her, inſtantly 
aſſailed the baſe earl, who defended him- 
ſelf with great bravery; but the fury of 
Audley bore down a oppolition, Es the 
vile Warwick fell. | 


The ſuddeneſs of the attack, and the 
ſhade of the place, prevented his knowing 
bis enemy but Audley, whoſe rage ſub- 
fided with the blood of Warwick, knelt 


to oport him. | 


— — 


Tell me, cried he, (while life yet lin- 
gers) where i is the lady you ſo 1 


detain.” 
Gracious 
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| Gracious God! exclaimed the earl, do 


I'die by the hand of Audley? Thy ways 
indeed are uſt. Pardon me, I beſeech thee. 


Then feebly raiſing himſelf, he claſped 
the hand of Audley, pointed to a few 


cluſtered trees, and expired. 


When he found the laſt "breath was 
really fled, he left the body of Warwick, 
and ſword in hand haſtened the way he 
had pointed. 


It brought him to a ſmall houſe. The | 
door was open, and ſilence prevailed. He 


followed the glimmering of a lamp thro! 
a long paſſage. Upon the ground he ſaw 


the lady whoſe fate had intereſted him. A 
He drew nearer, 
and heard her ſay, Why has he deceived 


woman ſupported: her. 


me thus? He knew I loved another; 
and, taking advantage of my grief for 


his death, has confined me to this deſo- 


late ſpot, where every thing reyives my 


| loſs, Oh! Henry, why did I not know 


that 
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that thou hadſt periſhed, ere I liſtened to 
the ſoothing tale of Warwick, and ſuf- 
fered him to preſerve me, he ſaid, for 
| thee? Why did I leave the lifeleſs body 
of my friend ? She is long fince happy — 
but I ſhall ſoon be happy. I once hoped. 
my father—but he perhaps, as well as 
Audley—— | 


| Her grief overpowered her, and ſhe 
ſobbed on the ſhoulder of her attendant. 


ll Audley, wild with hope, impatience, 
| and fear, ruſhed in. She haſtily turned 
Ss towards him— It was his Eluina. | 


Joy was his only ſenſation.— fear, her's. 
| He raiſed her in his arms. My e 
Not one ſmile on your happy Henry? 


"Daw hy Rill live? cried 8 faintly 
railing her, eyes; yes, it is indeed my 
Henry. The baſe Warwick has tortured 
me with the ſtory of thy death, and I 

believed 
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believed that the ruins of the caſtle were 
the tomb of my Audley. e 1 


Oft have I ſighed through its mazes, 
and ſhed a libation of tears to thy memo- 
ry.——My father, too does he live ? 


He does, my love; nor fees that re- 
volving day on which he ceaſes to lament 
his Elwina. But this happy, happy mo- 
ment will repay us all. 


Oh! Audley, ſaid ſhe, yet I cannot 
think all danger paſt. Thou doſt not 
fear; but yet, forgive the trembling El- 
| wina, though ſhielded by thy pany 

yet for thy life ſhe trembles. 


The daring Warwick ſhall | offend my 
love no more; by.the arm of Audley ex- 
tended on the earth lies the penitent, and, 
1 truſt, the forgiven earl. Dying, he 
Pointed to thy retreat; but ſpeech was 
denied him to tell me it was thee. But 

e 
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my ears, my feelings were not to be de- 
ceived : my heart told me it was Elwina 
that I heard. Juſtice has prevailed, and 
again ſhe is mine. We have no enemies, 


Elina, to interrupt our courſe of happi- 


neſs; you are, you muſt be mine. 


Their raptures were now interrupted,. 
by the ſervants bringing in the body of 


| Warwick. The tender ſpirit of Elwina. 


lamented his end; and it moved her even 
to tears of ſorrow, when ſhe remembered 
that he ſaved her for her Henry. 


The ſervants of Warwick ſought not 
to avenge his death upon Audley, whoſe- 


_ proweſs they all knew, but ſuffered them 


to depart without moleſtation. 


+ Safely they arrived at the caſtle 1 Per- 
cy. and Elwina was received as one riſen 


from the dead. Margaret ruſhed into her 
arms, and ſhed tears of joy into her boſom. 
Percy was for the moment confuſed; but 


a look 


— 
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a look from his lovely Adelaide reſtored 
him to himſelf. The walls of the caſtle 
reſounded with joy, but Elwina was all 
impatience to ſee her father ; and after a 
tew days of reſt from the fatigues ſhe had 
undergone, they all accompanied. her to 
Mowbray caſtle—having previouſly pre- 
_ pared her father to receive her. 


From afar they deſcried him, watching 
the approach of this happy company. 
Every inhabitant of the caſtle was aſſem- 
bled to behold their amiable miſtreſs but 
Mowbray's - pleaſures were pleaſing to a * 
degree of pain. Fondly he embraced his 
child, and hung over her in raptures of 
parental love. | 


1 too, ita ſo ſtrongly claimed 
his gratitude and friendſhip, he received 
as became pany | 


Many Jays did the ſports continue to 
celebrate this happy meeting. Liſts were 
formed, and tournaments proclaimed. 


on 
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On the laſt morning, Mowbray himſelf 
entered the liſts, and ran againſt many 
- ftrangers, the number of which was greatly 
increaſed. 


All the knights gained much honour, 
and received many encomiums on their 
valour; and the ſports of the field were 
near ended, when again the trumpet 
founded, and a gallant troop entered the 


The chief among them rode round the 
field, and flung his gauntlet, which Percy 
eagerly accepted, and rode into the liſts, 


Strength and ſkill were here united, 
and equally diſplayed. The combat laſted 
near an hour, without advantage to either; 
at length the better fortune of Northum- 
berland prevailed, and his. adverſary fell. 
He aſſiſted him to riſe, but he would not 
fuffer his helmet to be taken off. He 
| bowed, ſhook the hand of Percy, and re- 
mounted into his ſaddle. 


The 
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The earl in vain intreated him to ſtay. 
He promiſed that the next time they mer, 


he ſhould knowagainft whom he had oy” 


vailed. 


5 


Him and all his retinue, ſave one, now 


left the field. This knight thrice traver- 
ſed the liſts; rage ſcemed to inſpire his 
boſom, and he ſhook his ſpear in defiance. 


On his helm towered a haughty plume. 


Majeſtic was his air, and a noble dignity 
commanded reſpect. 


Loudly he bade defiance to the gal- 


lant Montacute, and dared him to the 
combat. 7 


Not louder was his challenge, than it 


was anſwered by his opponent; and the 
eyes of anxiety were bent upon their en- 
gagement. Their blows flew as thick as 
hail; their javelins ſhivered, and their 
ſwords 3 in the air. 1 
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Mowbray and Audley too late perceived 
that malicious rage actuated the ſtranger, 
| Inſtead of a generous paſſion for emula- 
tion. They reſolved therefore to part 
them; but ere they could reach the place 
of. combat, Montacute was fallen. The 
_ ſtranger believing him dead, ſprang lightly 

into his ſaddle, and, amidſt the confuſion 
occaſioned by this accident, r rode + off un- 
diſcovered. 


| 1 herſelf by the body of 
ber huſband, and would probably have 
been excited to ſome act of deſperation, if 


j guns of returning life had not been per- 
C.ieived. 
_ .. 


He was carefully carried to the caſtle, 

and attended by the moſt ſkilful ſurge- 

ons, who pronounced his an e 
—_ not eee 


| * It was n Weesen og RP 
„ notwithſtanding the impatience of Aud- 
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ley, he could not prevail upon Elwina to 
be his, before her n were able to 


| partake of 7 Joys: "4 


With wine! phi did ah dran * | 
Audley behold his recovery, and the day \ 
which was to unite him to his Elwina ap- 
proach ! But ere they arrived, a mandate 
came trom the king to command their 


nene on him n hes ine £ hon 4k 
With ee farcbod; ings 5 lip 
complied; and Edward, *uming a ſtern 
aſpect, bade them prepare and join the 
army then marching againſt the diſloyal 


* 


* W 4 


Well they knew the a af . LY 8 1 
king brooked no controul; ſubmiſſion he 
exacted, and would be obeyed. i tHe 


g It was Edward, whole pride received 
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He no longer preferred Elwina to all 


her ſex, yet he remembered that ſhe had 


choſen a ſubje& in preference to himſclt 
and that two principal barons had for- 


feited his eſteem, in trying to ſecure her's. 


— t; All theſe circumſtances combined to 
ſmother the generoſity of Edward. He 
had ſincerely lamented the ſuppoſed death 


of Elwina, and received his barons into 
favour ; but her unexpected appearance, 


and the proſpect of happineſs Audley 
would derive from their union, awakened 
every ſenſe of what had previouſly hap- 


/ 
2 


He could not, without caſting an in- 
delibie ſtain upon his honour, prevent 
their marriage e but he could: de- 
hy, o 3 


He had not reſolved how he ſhould 
proceed further, when he. ordered. tho 
to repair to the "ys r 


Elxioa 
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Elwina, who feared every thing from 
the exam ple Edward had once ſhewn her, 
refuſed to continue at court, but reſolved 
to go with lady Percy to her caſtle upon 
the borders of England, as by that means 

they ſhould be enabled to hear oftener 

from the my. | 
Margaret went alſo, notwithſtanding 
the entreaties of Elgiva, The earls ac- 
companied them to the caſtle; and, over- 
come by the intreaties of Audley and her 
father, ere they departed thence, Elwina 
privately gave her hand to her beloved | 
Henry. | 
The intelligence that the rebel army 
was nigh cauſed an immediate ſeparation 
of theſe illuſtrious lovers. Their anxie- 
ties were much relieved at frequently hear- 
ing from each other, and at length the 
welcome news arrived that the deciſive 
battle had been fought, and that, chiefly 
1 en to the bravery of ane Men- 


Edward, Percy advanced before the reſt, 
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racute, the day was their's, and the remains 
of the rebels quickly diſperſed. The meſ- 
ſengers added, that the brave lords would 
faon return. 


Anxious now were their ladies, and 


daily were their eyes fixed towards the 


Scottiſh land; but unexpectedly, inſtead 
of the wiſhed-for gueſts, Edward, attended 
by many nobles, arrived at the caſtle. 
Lady Percy received him, and Elwina 


trembled with apprehenſion, but he took 
little notice of 


her, and was dark, re- 
ſerved, and * 


. 0 | * | | . 
They in vain ſtrove to penetrate the 


myſtery of this journey. He ſeldom 
ſpoke, and when he did, ier marked 


his words. 


The day ther x the king, c came the wiſh 


5 ed. = gueſts, 


© Surpriſed at the unexpected fight of 


oy 


"np 
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to expreſs his high ſenſe of the honour 
done him; but Edward, ſlightly return- 
ing his compliment, turned to the earl of 
Saliſbury, and bade him arreſt Henry 


lord ans for high treaſon. . 


Treaſon re-echoed FP the hall. 
Elwina fainted, and was conveyed from 


the preſence of the afflifted Audley, who 


could not aſſiſt the beloved of his TU: 


Fearleſs of the frown or command of 


the king, Percy eagerly demanded Aud- 
ley*s crime, offering to lay down his lite, 


x required, as a pledge of his innocence.” _ 


| TI never condemn on flight grounds, 
anſwered the ſtern king, elſe Edward had 
not pardoned the bold ſubject who ad- 
vanced his word againſt his life. | 


Percy bit his lips and retired, returning 7 a 


rown for frown. 
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Conſternation reigned throughout the 
caſtle; and, inſpired by the known ſpirit 
of their maſter, Edward as he paſſed heard 
nothing but the gallant Audley, and exe- 


crations upon his own name as a deſtroy- 


— 


ing ty rant. 


But it muſt be obſerved, that although 
the impeachment of Audley ſo far grati- 
fied his revenge as to aſſure him of a ſepa- 
ration from Elwina, yet he could not help 


feeling for the diſgrace it threw upon him- 


ſelf, as being nearly related to him; and 


though the friendſhip which had ſubſiſted 


in their earlier years had been a little in- 
terrupted, yet now, in the hour of danger, 
it rekindled, and the dormant ſparks of 
generoſity and affection reviving, occa- 
ſioned the melancholy ſullenneſs which 
has before been obſerved. | 


Percy and Mowbray feared this accu- 
ſation was of Edward*s framing, and fully; 


reſolved, ſhould it prove ſo, to ſhake his 
very throne. | 


5 ; But 
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But it was not ſo; Fitz Alwyn and 
| Edric for years had been employed in 
the deſtruction of the family of Mow- 
bray, and'of courſe hated all thoke who 
were their: friends. 


The undaunted ſoul of Percy made 
them tremble to attack him: Audley, 


though equally brave, was more gentle; 


him they therefore marked as the firſt 
victim of their 5 


Qaric informed the king, that he held 
a. ſecret correſpondence with the Scot, the 
purport of which was the dethroning 
Edward. He ſubſtantiated this charge by 


directing him to the cabinet where they 


were depoſited, having previouſly ſuborn- 
ed a ſervant of Audley's to place him 
there; and then, to prevent a diſcovery, 


murdered the too credulous villain, Who 


came to demand his reward. 


1 next charge was for ſparing the 


| general of the enemy in the late battle, 
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.after Gghting hand to hand with him * 
aà few moments, and then ſuffering him 


— 


to eſcape. 


Edward reſolved to ſearch theſe crimes 


to their ſource, and for that purpoſe fixed 
on an early day for his departure to Lon- 
don, whither he meant to ſummon his 


parliament with all f peed to try lord Aud- 
ley. 


Ere he departed, Elina, encouraged 


| by her friends, ſought his preſence. 


Kneeling on the earth, the beauteous 
dame, with ſtreaming eyes and all the 


ſilent cloquence of grict, implored his 


Pity. 


* 


"Riſe, lovely mourner, cried ke; Ed- 


7 owes thee many recompences. 


wo - 


And is it thus, ſaid ſhe, that kings 
Aſpens their favours? My father's heart 


Was ended by them once, and now | 
| bps 


they ftrike at mine. Pronounce the'd ons dom 
ol Audley, and then behold thy ſecond 
victim. ET 1 1 


Hear me, Elwina, ſaid the king, ſoft - 
ened at her difire's, and railing her from 
the ground; that I once fondly loved you 
I think needs not repeating : that eager 

paſſions now the higheſt eſteem and 
greateſt friendſhip. I acknowledge it was 
a latent ſpirit of jealouſy made me drive 
the unhappy Audley from his deſtined - 
bride, to aſſail the invaders of my right. 
Scarce was he gone ere I repented ; bur I 
cannot now, as every happineſs of my 
future days would be embittered, had my 
ſweet friend been united to a traitor. 1 
Ahl! call not the brave, the noble Aud- 
ley, by ſo harſh a name; he has deſerved 
far better of his country and of thee. 
Ah! ſpare him to my tears, nor * his 
' innocence —_— when too late. 5 


! EE % Elwink 


#- 
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"Elwina, anſwered Edward, would 1 


could comply with thy ardent wiſhes ; 


but it now cannot be. With anxiety, 


perhaps as great as thine, I ſhall await 


the doom of Audley ; but the proofs are 


B| a Rake at His life 


ſtrong againſt him. His accuſers too are 


noble; therefore, amiable Elwina, pre- 


pare for the worſt. Should the arm of 


He now beheld the countenance of El- 


wina, like a fair bloſſom cruſhed by the 
5 threatening ftorm, fade on its parent 


tem. He ſupported the lovely mourner, 
nor did the brave ſoul of Edward refuſe 


2 gern tear to her iſtics 


She wiſhed to 8 from his arm, 


but he ſtill held her up. With claſped 
hands and ftreaming eyes ſhe invoked the 
providence of God, fince man Nas to 
_—_ her husband. th 
Husband! W the ids de 
8⁰ the arm he held) husband! Elwina. 
Conſcious 
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Conſcious of havin now betrayed the. 
| ſecret, ſhe could not inſtantly reply. Her 
colour fled again. He at length, ſne 
articulated, is my husband! 17 


And has the noble ſoul of Elwina, an- 
ſwered he, ſtooped to diſſimulation? 


No, my liege, we have not deceived 
you. Had you wiſhed to know the ſecret 
ſooner, it would not have been denied. 
Even at the inſtant when the cruel hand 
of power arreſted his ſteps, he was flying 
to acknowledge me for his. Cruel pre- 
vention! | 


ty 


Amiable wife of an unworthy huſ- 
band, replied Edward, you ſhall be my 
future care. Bury in oblivion this ſecret, 
known at x. Paßt to ſo few— 


How! my liege, (interrupted heffre- | 
fuſe in diſtreſs to alleviate the ſufferings 
of my lord! to watch over his fate, wa 8 

r me 


226 THE CASTLE OF MOWBRAY, 


ſoften every corroding pang of miſery !|— 
No, if the favour of my king is to be 
- purchaſed ſo dear, I will none of it. The 
unhappy wife of the wronged Audley 
will not want a protector long when de- 
prived of him. Some cloiſter's melan- 
choly gloom ſhal] receive her, till the 
friendly tomb ſhall again unite us. 


Edward, who waited her anſwer with 
ſilent pleaſure, caught her hand again 
with rapture. Ah! Elwina, matchleſs 
woman ! Would it had been my lot. But 

let me not murmur ; believe me, if poſ- 
ſible to ſpare thy husband from the fate 
| which threatens him, no effort, conſiſtent 


* 2 with that juſtice I am bound to adminiſ- 


ter, ſhall be left untried. Stay thou, 
and by thy preſence teach his priſon, and 
even death, to loſe its horrors. 


She flew immediately to her Henry, 
with the happy tidipgs that the king had 
proguiſed not to ſeparate them, and very 
e ſoon 
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ſoon after they were conveyed to London, 
their friends ſtill attending them. 9 


During the courſe of the proceſs pre- 
vious to the trial of lord Audley, they 
ſtrove by every poſſible means to diſcover 
the authors of his ruin. 


Edward at laſt, overcome by tne re- 
peated ſolicitations of Elwina, told it was 
n Es aided by his father. AY 


Kiltwingr the wrongs they had all ſuf. 


tained from this unworthy family, the 
proud ſpirit of Percy could no longer 
brook it, and haſtily ſeeking the king, 


begged him to grant the combat. Ed- 


ward finding his claim had juſtice, ' as he 
only mentioned the wrongs lady Percy 


had ſuſtained from Edric, granted it to 
his earneſt intreaty. He loſt no time in 


ſending a defiance to Edric, who was con- 
ſtrained to accept it, knowing that on his 
preſent actions would depend all his future 
fame. 
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The day arrived, dreaded by the cow 
ardly Edric, and eagerly wiſhed by Percy. 


Already was the latter armed, and tra- 
verſing the field with proud impatience 3 
the king and judges were aſſembled, and 
Edric alone was ſtaid for. 


He had been told, but received a ſecond 
mandate ere he appeared; it was then not 
like a warrior burning with ardour to 
vindicate himfelt from charges brought 
againſt him, but as a poor trembling, 
guilty criminal, arraigned before his jud- 
ges. 8 


He requeſted to be heard, and kneeling 
at the feet of Edward confeſſed his iniqui- 
ty, cleared the noble ſuffering Audley, and 
offered to make the moſt abject ſubmiſ- 
ſion to lord Percy; who refuſed to hear 
him, and turned away with the moſt ſo- 
vereign contempt. 55 


Edward 


Me 
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Edward frowned. Edric knew too 
well its purport, and ſhrunk betore him. 


After a moment's pauſe, he pronounced 
that, in conſideration of ſome few good 
ſervices, he would forbear to deprive them 
of life, which perhaps might in time be 
their greateſt puniſhment ; he therefore 
ſentenced the baron Fitz Alwyn and in- 
famous Edric to be baniſhed all his domi- 
nions, on pain of death if ever found 


within them. 


To finiſh the work of juſtice, Edward 
himſelf went to the tower, to ſet open the 
priſon doors of Audley, who, not know- 
ing the motive of this viſit, knelt before 
the King. 


He raiſed him up, embraced him, and 
to make ample amends for his paſt con- 
duct, with his own hands preſented him 
his Elwina, 


Their 


. 
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Their tranſports were boundleſs for this 
unexpected turn of good fortune, and the 
aged Mowbray with pious benediction 
bleſſed the happy hour. | 


"Edward returned to the palace, with 
the conſcious pleaſure of having done a 
generous action, and over-paying, by a 
" conceſſion not unworthy of his dignity, 
the anxious hours he had formerly occa- 


ſioned. 

Einen liſtened to 6 praiſes of Elwina 
with attention, and, far from betraying 
the jealouſy inherent to little minds, ſhe 
never was better pleaſed than when the 
king ſpoke in * terms of 1 

A few days after his 1 Audley 
[ia his" beloved Elnins were publicly 
-- preſented to her. She received them, 
eſpecially the latter, with that endearing 
affability which ever diſtinguiſhed her 
character, and for ever fixed the before 
roving affections of Edward. 


— = 


Following gs 


THE CASTLE OF MOWBRAY. 231 


* 


Following the example of their Ns 


reigns, the whole court teſtified their joy 


at lord Audley's triumph over his ene- 


mies, and were amazed his innocence had 


been for a moment doubted. 

No one the leaſt acquainted with the 
world will be ſurpriſed to hear that theſe 
ſame good friends had been the firſt to 
condemn him, and adviſe the king to 
ſcrutiniſe his conduct narrowly. 


Aware of their deceptions, Audley re- 
ceived their civilities with conſtraint, and 


avoided as much as poſſible a renewal of 
them, : 


As ſoon as they could gain R 
conſent, accompanied by their amiable 
friends, they ſat off for Mowbray, but in 


their way were prevailed upon to ſtop at 
Warwick caſtle, now the ſeat of Monta- 
cute, during the minority of his nephew. 
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aer by the preſſing Ge 
tions of Margaret and her hushand, they 
ſtaid ſome time there; and the barons 
frequently followed the chace, while their 
ladies amuſed themſelves in admiring the 
beautics of the caſtle, 


But this delightful calm was only the 
prelude to a ſtorm, productive of the 
moſt tragical events. 


| One day that as uſual the horns had 
called to the woods, and they were al- 
| ready anticipating their return, lady Per- 
| cy, not being very well, begged Elwina 
| and Margaret would go without her to 
meet the hunters. They accordingly 
| , went forth, and nimbly tripped along, 
385 beguiling the time with pleaſant conver-. 
{ fation, when along the road came three 
horſemen, compleatly armed, one of 
whom they knew to be the knight, who 
not long before, had fought with Monta- 


cute, His fierce + and remarkable 


% 
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arms were not to be mites Paſſion 
then ſeemed to writhe his whole frame Y 
but he ſtopped, and bade one that was 
with him enquire of thoſe ladies the os 2 
to Warwick caſtle. X 


Elwina ſatisfied him, and was juſt be- 


ginning to aſk the name of his maſter, 
when the ſtranger alighting from his- 
horſe ſtood before e, and un- 
dun 1 helmet. 


ens God! ſhe exclaj med, it is 
Bruce. : | | 
Horror had froze her veins, and, un- 
able to utter more, or lift up her eyes to 
her injured huſband, ſhe leant againſt a 
tree, and by flow degrees ſunk down at 
its foot 1 in a happy — 


Elan was much affected. The dread- 
ful purpoſe of Bruce, whoſe haggard eyes 
| beamed fury, was nat to be miſtaken, | 
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His truſty ſword, obedient to it's maſter's 


hand, had quitted the ſcabbard, and he 
haſted to plunge it into the breaſt of his 


unfortunate wife; but his arm was held 
by Elwina. The danger of her friend 
animated her whole form, and a periua- 
ſion reſted on her tongue. 


Ah! ſtop, continued ſhe, (after plead- 


ing the confirmation of his death) add not 
ſo great a crime to thoſe offences you 


mult have committed. Look on the 


. poor pale object of your rage, perhaps at 


this moment beyond it for ever. Happy 


it will be for her if ſhe never recovers to a 
ſenſe of her guilt; for though innocent in 
intention, yet thy ſenſe of honour will 
never ſuffer thee to live, unhappy wo- 
man! 


Bruce interrupted her. His emotions 


were worked up to a pitch of frenzy. El- 
Uuina, exculpate not that infamous adul- 


treſs. I knew her heart was ever Monta- 
cute's, 
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cute, and ſhe only waited a ſpecious * 
tence to abandon me. 


Ah! Bruce, continued ſhe, let not the 
breath of calumny ſully her white frame; 
thy tyrannic fury drove her from thee, 
as thy cruel deceptions firſt gained her. 


Thy love and hate are wad to be 


dreaded. 


| Elwina would ſcarce have been able gs 
longer to have diverted Bruce from his 
bloody purpoſe, if voices had not been 
heard near them in the wood. Amongſt 
the reſt, ſhe plainly diſtinguiſhed that og. 
Montacute. His ſpirits were uncom- 
monly elated by the good ſport they had 
had, and he was ſinging as they rode; but 


turning through the trees near the road, 


Heaven, what a ſight! his wife apparently 
dead at the foot of a tree a man in the 
attitude of flriking her with a drawn 
ſword — and lady Audley endeavouring 

to pull back * arm ;---it was almoſt too 
much 
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* . 


in er . 


much. * cried aloud to turn and Pg 


fend himſelf ; he did turn, but a thun- 
derbolt would have been more welcome 
to the unfortunaze Montacute, than. the 
Aght, of Bruce. " 


E His friends were yet behind, and his 
impatient foe attacked him moſt fiercely, 
calling him an abettor of his infamous 


wife. 


5 The marquis merely defended him- 
ſelf; and during the encounter, the efforts 
of Elwina and the knights of Bruce were 


| 14 crowned with ſucceſs, and the miſerable 


Margaret opened her eyes, and beheld be- 
fore her the ſcene of horror and confirma- 
tion of her misfortunes. 


She ran wildly towards them, and be- 
fore Audley and the reſt of the party now 
arrived could prevent her, ruſhed between 
their ſwords, and received that of Bruce 


, þ g This 


— 
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This unexpected accident calmed the 
rage of Bruce, and flinging himſelf by 
the ſide of her, he gave way to the moſt 
extravagant emotions of deſpair. He 
.curſed himſelf, for firſt deceiving! her, 
and for now cauſing her death; thought 
-but a few moments before he would with 
his own hand have given it to her. 


Elwina ſupported her W 1 
frend, now faſt haſtening to the termi- | 
-nation of her woes, while Percy and Aud- 
ley held the deſpairing Montacute, whoſe 
deſperate hand would elſe have joined 
. to the beloved of his ſouul. 1 


She iſe; nne up, and looked at 
him, then ſuddenly recollecting herſelf, 
ſhe turned from him with a look of de- 
pair. 
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Bruce then attracted her notice. She 
gazed at him, and then exclaimed, it is 
my husband but who then is Monta- | 
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Quite overpowered by her condition, 
Bruce tenderly. embraced her, dale ner: 
take comfort and live. 


Never never, cried ſhe; then ſeeing 

| Elwina, ſhe endeavoured to puſh her 
. 155 2 

Leave me, I intreat; you are virtuous, 

-F am, alas! a poor guilty wretch, who 

f ought o be abandoned. | 


Fi Montacute then approached her; She 
+ hid her face from him, and for a few mo- 
| © , ments ſeemed in the moſt violent agonies. 
Bruce thinking her paſt recovery, ere he 
could be prevented caught up his ſword, 
and ſtabbed himſelf; then, with a ſmile, 
Montacute may now triumph, ſaid he; 
and claſping Margaret in his arms, ex- 
pired. 


The effects af his laſt exertions arouſed 


her. * looked upon his breathleſs body, 
and, 
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and, ſhocked at the bloody ſpectacle, ſhe 


ſhrieked loudly, and gathering all her 


ſtrength, ſtarted on her feet; but, unable 
* to ſtand, muſt have again fallen, if the 


85 miſerable Montacute had not enn her. 


He "OH to her, but in vain; life was 


haſtening to its cloſe, and reaſon had fled 


from her throne. Wildneſs and terror | 
had uſurped its ſeat, and rendered her laſt 


moments more dreadful, ' _ 


Staring on them all with eyes vacant of 
their former expreſſive ſenſibility, Hufh ! 
cried ſhe, my father comes; he will 
overtake his wretched daughter, and 
plunge her ſtill deeper in perdition ! See, 
Bruce leads the flaming bands ; each darts 


a bloody dagger at my heart; fave me, 
Elwina !—But thou canſt not, wilt not, 
ſhield an adultreſs. Thy pure ſoul ſhrinks 


before my guilt; yet I bluſh not. My 


heart will not break. Ah! thou proud, 
Kunden * nene for ſname! 
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mor live for virtue to contemn thee, or 


| the finger of ſcorn to mark thy path, 


Thus did ſhe rave between each faint- 


ing, which continually ſeized her, and 


Tendered the removing her to . caſtle 
impoſſible. | 


| 1 At length, juſt before life was totally 


extinguiſhed, for a fe moments ſhe re- 
covered her ſenſes, and looking at the 


body, Unhappy Bruce! cried ſhe, though 


from thee Margaret may date her firſt 
knowledge of misfortunes, - yet ſhe muſt. 


pity thee; nor will the generous Monta- 


cute be diſpleaſed, that in my laſt mo- 


ments I blend the tears of ſorrow and re- 


morſe together. Keep” from my father 


this tragical end of the unhappy victim of 


duty facrificed at the ſhrine of ambition, 
left reflection might bring his grey hairs 


to an untimely end. You, Elwina, will 


not ſcorn the memory of your 


uilt7 


friend. Your nne greatneſs of mind 
- _ Wo 
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has placed you above thoſe errors which 
proved her ruin. Oh! Montacute, death 
advances z receive me for the laſt time in 
your arms. Had my conſtancy been ruled 
by thine, I might now have been happy, 
or died guiltleſs. Let my remains, when 
the hour of fate ſhall ſummon thee, reſt 
near thine; and let my memory expire 
with my breath, leſt the buſy hand of 
fame ſhould retrace my crimes, and cauſe 
poſterity to abhor my name. Your 
hands, my friends-- Oh! Montacute, live 
to be happy, and remember not the 
unfortunate Margaret. Then with a 
ſigh her gentle wet: fled. | IF 9 
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Fer wusdend in the firſt emotions of 


Hig grief was dragged from the body, and 
conveyed to the caſtle, followed by the ; 


M __ Elwina and his den e 5 

Thus ended the e Kaiihty'B Bruce, at laſt 

the, victim of his own tyranny. From 

2] Ea ; 0 5 being ever unreſtrained in 
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their infancy may be aſcribed his misfor- 
tunes. Ever too proud to ſubmit, though 

often conquered, he always followed the 

_ firſt dictates of his rage to rebel; and tho 


from Edward's generoſity he might have 
received his pardon and his kingdom, yet, 


rather than accept the gift, he choſe to be 


reported dead, and hide himſelf in the 


mountains with a few faithfu] adherents, 
who yet gave him the title of king. From 


hence aroſe the confirmation of his death, 
and the unhappy wei 


Wen 080 had time to EPO ah 
pirfetionh of Margaret, and her faithful 


adherence to him when every body for- 


fook him, returued afreſh to his mind; 
and Elwina, who had cauſed ſuch a vio- 
lent momentary paſſion, was no more re- 


membered. He could think of nothing 


but Margaret. Her exemplary behaviour, 


even after his villainy was known to her, 
raiſed her in his eyes almoſt above morta- 


* and, he reſolved, oven * bazerded 
his 


* 


— 
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his life, to find her, not entertaining the 
fmalleſt -doubt of her willingly. ſharing 
his exile; which ſhe weuld certainly have 
done, had the report of his death never 
reached her, and ſhe had ſtill ene 
his cruel baniſhment vr. her. 


Upon entering the ponders of England, 


be made every enquiry he could, but no- 


body could give him any ſatisfaction. 


Mad with impatience, he reſolved to go 


to lord Mowbray, and. relying upon his 
known honour, diſcover himſelf, and learn 
from him the fate of his wife. He, ar- 
rived ; but paſſing through the, park. he 
beheld the object of his ſearch. walk ing 
with Montacute, and fondly leaning upon 
him. He ſtopped; forgetful that * ſtgry 
of his. death being fully confirmd, Juſti- 
fred what he ſaw, eſpecially, AS he robbed 


Arthur, of her, to whom he had C Prior 


Wt 


F or 3 2 moment he 3 what to do, 


but at length he determined to fight his 7% 
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rival, never imagining that he was already 


the husband of Margaret. He retired 


with intent to, ſend him a defiance, but 
learning there was to be next day a tour- 
nament, he delayed his purpoſe till then, 
when meeting on the road a party of 
Knights he joined them without the leaft 
ſuſpicion, and after leaving Montacute for 
dead, as he imagined, he returned into 
Scotland, and unknown joined the rebels. 


From priſoners he heard that the mar- 


: quis was recovered, but what was the tranſ- 


port of his rage when they alſo told him | 


that Margaret was his wife! No longer 
able to conceal who he was, his exclama- 
tions brought all the chiefs of the little 
' remnant who eſcaped the fury of the Eng- 
liſh round him. The name of Bruce echoed 


from ever tongue, and on their knees 


they all renewed their oaths of mts 


For the moment this unexpected turn of 


forvane. calmed the'violcnt rage of Bruce. 


* 


* 
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Fe was hailed king; though: but by few, 


and his old hatred to Edward revived with 
his power. He collected his little army 
together, and led them to the caſtle of 
Northumberland, where he heard they 


were all to meet. The vaſſals of Percy 


made a noble reſiſtance, and held out till 
the victorious army of the Engliſh came 
to their aſſiſtance. Uſed to conquer, they 
ſoon routed the followers of the unfortu- 
nate Brace, who would not have ſurvived 
this deciſive conqueſt, if the hopes of re- 
venge had not excited him to ave dimſelf 


wo that purpoſe. 1 os * 


| * 


With his two knights, ati WO 


never left his perſon, he ought refuge in 


the moors till the purſuit had bated; and 


then reriewed his ſearch after the victims of SY 


his vegeance. He Juſt miſſed them in 
London; but it was ſo ordained that he 


ſhould at length overtake them, and be 1 
joined to the object of his inkappy love i in 


the indiſſoluble bonds of death. 1 
3 The 


* 
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The beauteous Margaret certainly de- 
ſerved a better fate. Her ſenſe of dutx, 
whether as wife or daughter, was perhaps 
unparalelled, and accounted for her want 
of reſolution on many occaſions. She was 
the more to be pitied, as from her earlieſt 
years. ſhe had been uſed to misfortunes, 
and had but juſt begun to taſte real happi- 

neſs in the ſociety of her friends, and in 
the affection of a husband every way wor- 
thy of her; but, circumſtanced ſo deli- 
cately as ſhe was, we muſt view. the ac- 
tions of Bruce, though cruel in them- 
ſelves, yet to be palliated by the jealouſy 
. which muſt ſcize every man in the ſame 


E 


8 


4 4 
The Gobr of Montacute TOE his hate 


| 4, rage. upon him, and the unfortunate 
blow ſhe received from his ſword pre- 
vented. a life, thBugh probably ſhort, yet 
tortured with. the moſt cruel reflections, 
Happineſs ſhe never could haye known 


more; therefore death was her moſt wel: 


; come friend, and ſureſt reſource. 
' Their 


5 \ . 
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Their bodies were conveyed to the 
hs and laid in- ſtate; nor would the 
generous Montacute ſuffer them to be ſe- 
parated. He pitied the end of Bruce, 
and never mentioned him but with the 
ent reſpect. 


They were. interred 1 in the 
vault belonging to the Warwick family, | 
and Audley cauſed a ſtately mauſoleum 
to be erected in the place where they died. 
On the front was a fine ſtatue of Marga- 
rer, ſupported by an angel, and looking 
down with a compaſſionate ſmile on the 
body of Bruce, repreſented dead at ber 
feet. On the top was a figure of Virtue, 
weeping over the urn of Margaret. An 
infcription on the baſe denoted the hiſtory, 
of their tragic end, and enumerated the 
virtues which ſo eminently adorn® her 1 
mind. Time in the courſe of years de- 
faced the inſcription, ſo that we canngþ-. 
with certainty give a copy of it; and the 
civil wars that deſolated England deſtroyed 
M 4 i 22 
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alſo the ſtately pile itſelf, after it "> 
for many years conveyed to poſterity the 


| * of Margaret and Bruce. 


„ by the unwearied alſidur 
ties of his friends, conquered the firſt vio- 
lent emotions of his grief, and it ſubſided 
to a laſting melancholy. His delight was 


to talk of his Margaret, and repeat her 


praiſes; and, true to her memory, his 
heart never admitted another object. 


Lord and lady Audley having ſuc- 
ceeded in perſuading him to live, re- 
turned to their father at Mowbray, whoſe 

declining years wanted now their enliven- 


ing preſence to ſupport and cheer. He 
nt bleſt the day that gave him 


the noble Henry for a fon, and ſhud- 
gdereck when thinking how near the fate of 


* Elwina might have reſembled that of 
e 


® They PEE a long ſeries of manga 


 kiy, ang the remainder of their days were 
undiſturbed 
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undiſturbed but by one accident, which, 
_— have embittered chem all. f 


Edric, who was. baniſhed for his falſe 
accuſations of lord Audley, had ever ſince 


harboured intentions of revenge, and had 
long lain concealed for that purpoſe. He 
dared not mett the man he had injured z 

| his coward ſoul ſhrunk from before him, 
and he took the cruel reſolution of ſtriking 
at the root of his domeſtic peace, by car- 
rying off Elwina, and conveying her into 
ſome foreign realm. He was a good 
while before he could put this deſign in 
execution, as ſhe ſeldom went out without 
her husband. 


At t ral one day, when lord Audley, 


hunted with the king, then at Notting 
ham, he ſaw her come forth on hor. 
back with a few attendants. At the ap- 


pointed Ganak his ruffians fel] upon them, 
who in vain ſtrove to defend their miſtrem 


1 8 Edric had by this time carried off, 
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in ſpite of her cries and reſiſtance. Being 


\ - Bot at a proper diſtance, he waited for the 
return of his men; when they joined him 


he forced Elwina to mount behind him, 


8 and threatened to: kill her if ſhe r eſiſted. 


At that inſtant a ſtag, apparently pur- 
ſued, bounced: by them, and Elwina re- 
doubled her cries, hoping ſome aſſiſtance 


was near. His men telling him they heard 
the horns not far off, the traitor changed 


his purpoſe, and jumping from his horſe 


dragged down the trembling Elwina. 
Since, faid he, I cannot otherwiſe re- 
venge myſelf upon the deteſted houſe of 
Mowbray, thy death ſhall fatiate it. 


Do; Edric, cried ſhe,. (animated with 
1 hope of at leaſt preſerving her ho» 


„ — ; aur) do ſtrike; it will be the only gift 


| : welcome from thy hand. 


"He pauſed, | Ehrina, I. would r be 
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Why doſt thou delay, ſaid ſhe—do 1 


Hirink from thy blow? You ought to 


know me better than to imagine I can 
tamely ſubmit to the diſgrace you would 
bring on me; therefore I prefer the deaths 
you meditate. 


Still he turned from her. And 1 


thou tremble, baſe wretch? Has the re- 


membrance of thy crimes cauſed this 
emotion, and the reflection that there is 
an hereafter, and a God who will puniſh 
thee for them? But be quick, elſe ſome 
brave arm may arreſt they feeble pur- 
poſe, and leave thy malice unſatiated. 


Then let me rouſe thy ſlumbering hate. ; 


Am I not the wife of Audley? You are, 
cried Edric, a | and that accurſed name has 


nerved again my arm. I ſhall ſnrink no | 
OO . . Ut 


"a 


He lifted his arm, ih before it could 


deſcend, ſwift from among the trees ruſh 
227 che king, and with one blow ſent the 
1 „M46 vretck 
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wretch to his great account, and freed 
the nearly loſt Elwina from her terror. 


His ruffians, alarmed for their own: 


fafety, when they beheld their leader 


_ fled. 


Elwina on her knees thanked Edward 
for -her deliverance, He raiſed and em- 
braced her. Lady Audley, ſaid he, I re- 
Joice at tlie chance which has brought me 
hither at this fortunate juncture. Sepa- 


: rated from my company, I was lament- 
ing the intricacy of this foreſt, which pre- 


vented my Joining them, when 1 heard 
your voice, and following the ſound 
providentially relieved you: let me con- 
duct you again to Mowbray caſtle, whi- 


ther I doubt not the hunters art already 


arrived. Then ſetting her upon her horſe, | 


he remounted his Own, and After with 


much difficult exploring the way of the 


 Moreſt, they arrived at the caſtle, where 


* 
. ny 
- 


_ conſternation 
s | * 
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conſternation had already n an w 5 
werſal influence. | | 


The domeſtics, who in vain ſtrove to 
ſave their beloved miſtreſs, returned with 
the diſmal account of her being carried 
away. Mowbray tore his grey locks, and 
caſt himſelf on the ground in all the frenzy 
of grief. Thoſe who were more collected 
than himſelf diſperſed different ways, ta 
trace the robber of their maſter's treaſures 
ſome of them met the company of hunters, 


who tired of ſeeking the king were re- 
home. 


woe 


| Audley was diſtracted at their news, 
and conjured them all to aid his purſuit z 
but their ſpeed was arreſted by finding the 
body of Edric. They imagined Elwina 
muſt be reſcued by their friends, and turn- 
ing their horſes to the caſtle. arrived at its 
gates at the ſame moment that lady Aud- 
ey and her royal e were Gily . 
enn 
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"Henry flew into the arms of his Elwina, 
who ſhed tears of joy and gratitude. Ed- 
_ ward ſaw with pleaſure the happineſs which 
owed its riſe to him, and they all together 

haſted to the apartment where the old earl 
had ſhut himſelf up to en his ſorrow. 


| The Waden torrent of joy, which ſuc- 
ceeded at the ſight of them, was almoſt 
too much for his feelings. He wept in 
filent pleaſure at the feet of his ſovereign, 

and implored every voy on his royal 
a | 


* Many days did Edward ſtay and par- 
take of the hoſpitality of Mowbray cuſtle; 
and finding that lord Fitz Alwyn, hear- 
ing the end of his ſon, had flung himſelf 
| Into a monaſtery, where he meant to pro- 
feſs the auſtere vows of the Benedictines, 
he generouſly. gave their forfeited eſtates 
ti to recompence the ſufferings they had 
| cauſed the amiable 3 By theſe acts 
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of juſtice and benevolence did Edward 
compenſate for the former impulſes of 4 
paſſion, which had nearly rendered them | 
all wretched; and from that c time he ever 
remained their firm friend. 


Lord and lady Audley, happy in the 
favour of their ſovereign, and the ſmiles 
of each other, experienced an uninter- 
rupted ſeries of felicity, and were bleſſed 
with a numerous offspring to inherit their | 
virtues and eſtates. The good old carl, 
full of years and honour, paſſed the fre- 
mainder of his time with them, e 
ed with their ſmiling infants, and at engl 


yielded up his breath without a bh, inn 


"Ow reſignation. 


The hoſpitality of Mowbray caſtle was 
famed throughout the land, nor ever did 
the traveller or poor paſs thence unre- 
lieved. Peace to the ſhades of its worthy _-| 
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paſs lightly over. their fame, that the re. 
membrance of it may never be defaced, | 


but ſtand enrolled with their virtues. in 
| everlaſting records, as an example to poſ- 
_erity worthy of imitatioun. | 
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